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{Inscaizep To tue EARL OF HADDINGTON] 


"Faget are not many popular clamours, either more ancient or 
more generally believed to be well-founded, than that againft the 
oppreffion of the nobility and gentry to their tenants. In fotmer 
times, it was the occafion of rebellions in England ; and, inygur 
own days, of heart-burnings and much difcontent amongft the 
lower orders of fociety in every part of the ifland.. I pretend’ not 
to examine what real caufe was given for 'thefé: this might be a 
fubje€& of political inquiry, not unworthy of a wifér head and a 
better pen than I can boaft of. All I aim at, is to beguile’ a few 
tedious hours in thefe long fummer days, and to amufe myfelf 
and fome of your Scotifh readers, by exhibiting a few of the prac- 
tices, and fomething of the ftate of fociety amongft farmers fifty 
years ago, and compating them with thoie of the prefent day. 
I may perhaps not adhere ftritly to my propofed plin; the con- 
nexion may not be clofely fludied, for I thall follow wherever my 
pen may lead me. Compofition I difclaim all knowledge of, for, 
though an old man, I am but a young author. I offer not, how- 
ever, any excufe for this attempt, nor do I folicit any mercy or 
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indulgence. Search me well, decompound me, criticife me as 
feverely as you can, and, with all your might, ‘ ¢ry from the writ- 
ings to find the writer out.’ 

In the courfe of thefe little fketches, the critical reader, no 
doubt, will difcover fuch ftrong internal evidence of my being an 
Eaft Lothian man, that it would be to no purpofe to deny it. In- 
deed, I have fometimes boafted both of that, and of my con- 
nexion by blood and friendfthip with many refpeétable tenants in 
that county. I was educated there, and fucked in, with my mo- 
ther’s milk, all the common-place outcries againft landlords ; and 
1 carried abroad with me, early in life, the moft fettled perfuafion 
of the horrors of the farmer’s fituation. This was kept alive by 
the letters of my friends, and blewn up into a flame in 1771, af- 
ter the eftate of Dirleton had been divided, and let by the advice 
of Mr Fowlis. At my return, I renewed my acquaintance with 
Mr +*** in +***. —*****, whom I had known in Jamaica. It 
would have been difficult to meet with a fitter perfon to keep up, 
nay to ftrengthen my old prejudices. He was continually ringing 
changes upon the miferable condition of the farmer ; how, placed 
between the two worft fets of men in the country, the lairds on 
the one hand, and the labourers on the other, it was impoflible 
for him to exift. My friend is a man of great eloquence: he 
held it up in many new views, proved it in fo many different 
ways, and was fo much really in earneft, that I was perfeétly 
convinced the fituation of the farmer was not by any means an 
enviable one, It was not before I had been well aflured that, 
in his fhort leafe for nineteen years, he had added a confiderable 
fum to his fortune, and feen his farm let to a fkilful and thriv- 
ing tenant at an advanced rent of sool., that I began to fufpedt 
my.belief might be ill-founded. I tried to recolleét circumttan- 
ces, to combine, and to compare the appearance, the comforts, 
the enjoyments, the every thing of modern farmers, with thofe 
of their predeceffors; and I could no longer credit that men of 
liberal education, agreeahle manners, greater capital and fuperior 
fkill, with improved machinery, and every thing about them 
wearing the face of plenty, were lefs at eafe than their forefa- 
thers had been, in the lamented days of low rents, and tender in- 
dulgent landlords, ; 

I Jearned to read of a refpe€table old woman in the village ; 
and, at this moment, my foul throbs with ten thoufand tender- 
neffes, and fickens within me, when I recolleét the innocent plays 
J and my little compeers fported at upon the Smiddy Green, long 
iince fubmitted to the plough. My {chool-fellows were the fons 
aud daughters of hynds and day-labourers, who were taught by 
gur miftrefs to anfwer the queftions in the Mother’s and Single 
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Catechifms, and to read the Bible, which finifhed their education, 
Now-a-days, it is common for them to attend the parifh fchool- 
matter, to learn of him to read, to write, and to caft accounts ; 
and a moderate portion of knowledge is very generally diffufed 
among them. Whether this may contribute to the comfort of 
men doomed to labour for their daily bread, is a queftion I fhall 
not prefume to determine. 

A more refined ftate of fociety has rejeéted thofe ‘athletic ex- 
ercifes, in which, in the beginning of my days, the young and 
healthy employed their leifure hours. There is now no /weerne/s, 
no wreftling bouts, at which C****** R*** in D******** over. 
came all his competitors ; none of thofe curling matches, where 
parifh contended againft parifh ; no wheels are now hurled down 
the Skid Hill; golf even is fickly ; and, for many years, dulleting 
has not been heard of in. the Jower parts of the county. It was 
like ftinging me with pifmires, to obferve the puny efforts, in this 
fcience, of our yeomanry, when lately in quarters at Dunbar ; 
nor could I, without a figh, compare them with thofe of J*** 
Cr#te*esee* in all his glory. David Mather was a rival of this 
mighty hero: they played fingle-handed a match at Tranent in 
the year 1756. Mather candidly yielded after the firft throw, and 
buried in two canifters an account of the weight of the bullets, 
and the diftance which his rival had flung them. ‘The ald mini- 
fter took delight in pointing out to his friends the limits of his 
nephew’s wonderful exertion. 

If tradition fhall not have preferved fome faint trace of this 
fa&t, at the time when future colliers fhall chance to uncover 
thefe canifters, pofterity will fufpeé&t the pofhibility of a man 
having thrown a Bullet fo far; or they'll regard it as Penelope’s 
fuitors regarded the bow of Ulyffes, which they were unable to 
bend; or, to take a fimile nearer our own times, and nearer 
home, as we look with admiration, not unmixed with doubt, upon 
the {word of King Robert Bruce, carefully preferved at Dunferm- 
line, which no degenerate modern is able to wield. 

My relation, +**** +**#*** at +#******, fturdily oppofed 
himfelf to the growing effeminacy and predilection for fedentary 
amufements. Many a ferious conteft had he with his fervants, 
who was the beft wreftler, or who could carry the heavieft load. 
It was furmifed at the time, and the anecdote is yet frefh im the 
memory of many ploughmen in the neighbourhood, that a defeat, 
on the fame day, by the fame man, in each of thefe elegant ac- 
complifhments, difgufted him fo much, as to occafion his leaving 
the county. He now refides in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, 
where he is continually bewailing the effeminate degeneracy of 
modern times, 
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Sixty or feventy years ago, the young farmer’s education was 
little fuperior to what is at prefent beftowed upon the fons of the 
better fort of ploughmen. But now, after a regular courfe of 
the claffics, and being well grounded in the principles of gram- 
mar, he has his fchool education finifhed by a winter or two in 
Edinburgh. His appearance, and manner, and converfation, are 
thofe of a man of the world, and fuch as would not difgrace any 
man’s table. I have a real pleafure in relating the very agreeable 
furprife expreffed upon this fubje& by David Scott of Duninald 
Efgq., late chairman of the India Company. On a vifit to Scot- 
land, after his return from India, he did me the honour to dine 
at my houfe, where the conyerfation naturally turned upon the 
ost improvement of men and things during our abfence. Mr 

empfter, who was of the party, invited Mr Scott for the fol- 
lowing Sunday, and engaged to ae fome of the moft intelligent 


farmers to meet him to dinner. Mr Dempfter kept his word, 
Mr Scott was delighted with their converfation ; and, at this day, 
takes much pleafure in relating the anecdote to his friends. Com- 
miffioner Graham of the Excife, who was prefent, knows I {peak 
the truth. 

It is pleafing to refleét, that fuperftition, fo prevalent in my 


younger days, is either totally extinguithed, or very nearly fo. Idle 
ftories of ghofts, elves, and fairies green and white, are never 
heard of : there is hardly a Wi/lie Mouley in the county ; and the 
only remnant of fuperftition that is unqueftionably vouched for, 
is in my worthy neighbour Mr +** at +*******, who would 
not think either his perfon or his property fecure without the 
protection of a white cock. 

While I rejoice at the decay of fuperftition, I with I could add 
with truth, that piety or truc religion is not likewife upon the 
decline. We certajnly haye not lefs honour and moral honefty 
among us: thofe complaints of fhort meafure, and mean pitiful 
tricks, that difgraced our forefathers, are now unknown: yet I 
obferve with pain, that the grace after meat has totally difap- 
peared, and that betpre meat has grown fhorter; while family 
worfhip, the oaaly practice of better men, in better times, is fo 
commonly laid afide, that it is probably beyond the power of any 
perfon in the county, the beft acquainted with the private econo- 
my of families, to name half a dozen which ftill continue this, 
very commendable practice. 

My late friend, the facetious Sir Hew Dalrymple, ufed to fay, 
in his merry mood, that he had watched its decay, and that, fol- 
lowing the fate of the large black bonnet, it had fallen off, as © 
that had diminifhed in fize, and changed colour from black to 
fimple blue. The coincidence may be accidental ; but certain it 
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js, that the praétice of family worfhip is moft general amongft 
thofe fatmiers, who, as about Bathgate and in Cocteprathi Murr, 
{till perfevere in the ufé of the bonnet+of its primitive colour 
and magnitude. 

To be fire, grace befote meat of fuch length as I have fome- 
times heard it, and as it generally was in the time of Erafmus in 
the 16th century, when, after grace, fome perfon who had a 
good voice read diftinétly a chapter out of St Paul’s Epiftles, or 
out of Solomon’s Proverbs ;—this, I fay, would be rather incon- 
venient, and fubmitted to with great impatience, now-a-days when 
we are fond of warm victuals. But I molt cordially join Mr 
Wilberforce, where, in his excellent Pra@ical View of Chriftian- 
ity, he regtets the decay of family worfhip ; and think with him, 
that a confiderate mind cannot have a more pleafing image pre- 
fented to it, than that of a couple, happy in each other, and in 
the pledges of their mutual love, uniting with their more imme- 
diate dependants, in an aé of grateful adoration to the Author of 
all their. mercies. 

Farmers in Eaft Lothian are. poffeffed of capital and {kill be- 
yond thofe of tenants in moft counties of either England or Scot- 
land; and the fteady application of thefe to the culture of a foil 
tolerably fertile (of which they are by their leafes in the fulleft 
poflefon), and in a good climate, enables them to pay rents un- 
heard of elfewhere, and even there till within thefe few years. 
I defire to be rightly underftood : I mean not to fay, their ability 
to pay fuch rents arifes folely from fuperior fkill and capital; be- 
ing fenfible that the incréafed price of the grain they raife, the 
union of corn and grafs farming, the cultivation of turnips, and 
improvements upon every article of machinery they employ, muft 
be allowed to come in for a confiderablé fhare. Yet, when I 
think of the great rents in kind, paid in former times, I am al- 
moft difpofed to believe, that the heavy additional expence at- 
tending all his operations would be fuflicient to counterbalance 
the higher price, and whatever additional quantity of grain im- 
provements in his art may enable the farrher to bring to market, 

The eftate of Dirleton paid formerly a very ye rent in 
kind; and, during the late {carcity; I frequently heard Mr Nif- 
bet fay, that he was receiving lefs from his tenants than their 
predeceffors paid an hundred years ago.  Craigielaw was Jong 
rented at 28 chalders. of bailey : it how pays about 8do guineas, 
or 301. per chalder, or i]. 178.6. per boll of barley of, the old 
rent. The old farm of Weft Barns confifted of 360 acres, and 
paid 36 chalders of victual, little more than fix firlots per acreg 
wheat, ‘batley, oats, and péas, in equal quantities. One thit 


part Of it was “lét within ‘thefe thréé mériths at’ §1. per acrey, 
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which is the rent that the proprietors of all the good lands in 
the county now aim at, and very nearly 31. 3s. per boll of the 
old rent. Long Niddry, inferior with regard to foil, but per- 
haps in a more defireable fituation, being within a dozen of miles 
of Edinburgh, pays 6 firlots of wheat, 6 firlots of barley, and 
30s. of money rent per acre. The corn alone is more than dou- 
ble of what was formerly paid for Weft Barns. Thefe fads I 
cannot get the better of ; I find I am going beyond my depth, 
and acknowledge myfelf furrounded with a thoufand difficulties, 
bewildered and loft. ‘This mode of comparing the rents in kind 
paid long ago, with the modern money rents, prefents us with a 
uew view of the fubje&, and, fo far as 1 know, is altogether 
novel; but I am acquainted with fo few books upon farming, 
that T may be far miftaken. ; 

Little capital was fuflicient to carry on the bufinefs of a farmer, 
when oats coft 5s. or 6s. per boll, and wheat 12s. or 158.3 when 
a good milk cow might be bought for 31., an able horfe for 71. 
or 81., and when 1000 merks was no defpicable portion for his 
daughter. Recourfe may be had to the fiass of the county for 
the prices of grain at no diftant period, and to them I refer your 
readers ; but I take the liberty to ftate fome facts with regard to 
other matters, and the prices of cattle, that never were generally 
known, or are long fince forgotten. I might carry you back to 
the days of Regiam Majefatem, when a fheep cofl only three 
halfpence, and lead you, by an unbroken chain of évidence, to 
the prices of the prefent day; but this is no part of my plan, 
and I fhall not now afcend higher than the days of our fathers. 

F difcovered lately, among fom old papers, a letter of 1727, 
from Mr M**** in L******® to his friend, chaplain to a regiment 
of Scotifh Hollanders, then in garrifon at Menin in Flanders, 
thanking him very heartily for id isp 4d. he had lent, to enable 
him to frock fome grafs parks he had then taken, probably at Gofs- 
ford. How Kittle would fuch a fum avail now-a-days ! 

Old Robertfon of Cloglen, a refpeétable Englifh drover, in- 
forms me, that in 1747, and for feveral years about that time, he 
bought the beft fix or feven old runts at 508.3 nay, later 
than that, Patie Herkes and John Thomfon, then in the meridian 
of their career, bought Highland cows at Crieff fair at ros. 6d. a 
piece, and grazed them in the Butterwell-park at Gilmerton. till 
near Yule, when they were fold at 20s. and 21s. to Nifbet, grand- 
father of your prefent thriving flefhers of that name at Hadding- 
ton. He knocked them down with a bullet, which he kept in 
his right hand, while he held their head fteady with his left. 
€an any of your prefent iers boaft of as great a pre rtional - 
profi, in che ae cen of eae hgh rice of ete? By eb 
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and I affert it with confidence, not a fhilling has ever. been made 
by grazing in Eaft Lothian; indeed it would be unfair to expect 
it, ina diftrias where the attention of the hufbandman is uniform- 
ly dire€ted to the raifing of crops of aye joes +888888's for. 
tune forms no exception: the money he received from a friend, 
and paltry fifty pounds a year, fuppofed faved from his farm of 
+****, improved at compound intereft, would amount to a great- 
er fum than he died poffefled of. 4******* +*** once made 
great gain by half a dozen beafts he bought at 15s., and fold 
in lefs than a year at four pounds :—but then ’twas a flafh, a 
meteor that never more was feen. This gentleman, with whom 
I generally {pent a week very agreeably every fummer at Cornhill, 
was the laft of my acquaintances who wore the good old {pring 
boots. 

In 1763, Mr Moorhoufe, from Craven in Yorkfhire, was the 
firft Englifhman that had ever been in the Hebrides buying cattle. 
In the abfence of her hufband, Mr M‘Donald of Kingfburgh, 
he was kindly entertained by Flora M‘Donald, who made up for 
him the fame bed that, feventeen years before, had received the 
unfortunate Prince Charles. From Sky Mr Moorhoufe went to 
Raafay, whither, in three days, Kingfburgh followed him, and, 
— a walk in the garden, in a fine harveft evening, they bar- 
gained for 1007 cattle, at two guineas a head, to be delivered, 
free of expence, at Falkirk. Two days before, he had bought 
600 from Mr M‘Leod of Waterfide, at 2l. 3s. 6d. 

About the year 1773, Duncan Campbell, a name well known 
throughout the Highlands, bought all the fale cattle in Barra at 
il. 7s. 6d. a head. They were from eight to ten fcores in num- 
ber, and many of them four and five years old ftots. The Barra 
cattle are amongft the beft in the Iflands; they are good grow- 
ers, and, throughout Yorkfhire, none of the kind are in higher 
eftimation than they are. 

In 1782, Mr S****** at Ct###eteeee was at great pains to 
procure the beft and oldeft wedders. He bought my worthy and 
much refpeéted friend’s, Mr Cranfton in Byrecleugh, and fome 
other parcels, fall four years old, at 10s. 6d. After fattening 
them till Auguft, 300 or 400 of the beft of the whole were fold 
to Gregor Drummond at 14s. 6d. Mr Drummond, who is a man 
of experience and fhrewd obfervation, boafts of them to this hour 
as the beft grafs fed fheep that ever were in Edinburgh market. 

In 1803, the belt lots of Highland bullocks were fold at about 
131; in 1804 at rol. 10s. Ido not include thofe of the Duke 
of Argyle and Mr Campbell of Shawfield, between whom there 
is a fort of annual friendly conteft who fhall fend the beft to mar- 
ket. In 1803, Shawfield’s aoa fairly bought by a Berwickthire 
‘ C 
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gtazier at about.16l. 16se The Duke’s barren cows were bought 
at Downe, 2d November laft year, at 15]., and are. now in prime 
condition, upon the paftures of an Ayrihire grazier. This pro- 
digious price for barren Highland cows was probably not far, if 
at all above their value; as a Kentifh farmer offered 14]. 10s., 
and much regretted that he did not get them. Shawfield gained 
the viCtory this year. His bullocks were bought for Lord Mont- 

omery at 151. ‘Fhe fame Kentifh farmer was in Forfarthire this 
Soles buying cows for his dairy, and hofpitably entertained for 
a week by my friend Mr Gairns, ; 

Whether it is owing to the increafe of the precious metals, the 
multiplication of Bank paper, or to whatever caufe, the fa& is 
certain, that corn and butchers’ meat are at prefent much deéarer 
than ufual. over all Europe.—Sir H** H**#*#e* D)etetenns, 
gave a great entertainment in Edinburgh laft f{pring, to which } 
had the honour to be invited. Amongft every delicacy of the 
feafon, I could not help taking notice of a great profufion of very 
fine lamb, there being no lefs than feven quarters of it upon the 
table, at a time when it was.feldom to be feen. Sir H** whif- 
pered me, that it coft 12s. a quarter. The price in the market 
continued for more than a month pretty fteady at half a guinea. 
Mr Nifbet of Dirleton tells me, that at Csaltantinaple butchers” 
meat is very bad, and cofts fomewhat more than 5d. per pound. 
The Turks eat very little flefh meat: 20,600 oxen, and 145,000 
fheep, futlice for the whole metropolis for a year. The whole 
mutt pafs through the office of the chief of the butchers, and 
the number is accurately known. At Paris it cofts 6d. per pound; 
if beau, a halfpenny more. At Archangel it cofts ad. or 23d. 
At Prague 4d., and at Naples 4d.; but there, too, very little 
butchers’ meat is confumed. I have feen more in John Mellis’s 
fhop on a Saturday, than would fupply the whole market at Na- 
ples. Such prices. are: very uncommon at thefe places; indeed 
they have increafed in nearly the-fame proportion as in Britain ; 
and I am afraid the confumers every sao have too good reafon 
to apprehend they will not again return to their ordinary rates. 
Yet have I feen many fenfible men entertain ferious fears left the 
prices of cattle fhould fall very low, and thofe ef grain return to 
the common converfion, a rate once well known in Lothian, and 
ftill obferved by the High Court of Teinds, in fixing the augmen- 
tation of Minifters’ ftipends. Rather than argue upon a fubject, 
which, like this, does not admit of demonftration, I frequently 
tell, and never without effect, Mr Maule’s ftory of the milliner 
at Brechin, who loft her fenfes left her cuftomers fhould take it 
into their head to go naked. 

When I reflect on the late very alarming high price of “~ 
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and I may fay the prefent price of cattle and of flefh meat, I 
cannot help going a ftep farther, to think how much dearer both 
would have been, but for the introduction of the potato. Sir 
ohn Hawkins brought us this invaluable root, in the reign of 
Queen Elifabeth ; and, fo early as Shakefpeare wrote, it was be- 
come proverbial, ‘Let the /ky rain potatoes.’ (Merry Wives of 
Windfor.) \t feems, too, to have been then held in great efti- 
mation, for we find it coupled with a fat rump, as appendages 
of the Devil Luxury. (Troilus and Creffida.) Confidering how 
well it agrees with our foil and climate, the eafe with which it 
is cultivated, and the great quantity of nourifhing food it yields, 
it is matter of wonder that it did not come fooner into general 
ufe. I well remember the time when it was not quite common, 
but fhown, as fomething curious, in the gardens at Panmure and 
Tynninghame. Indeed it is not yet twenty years fince it formed 
part of the crop upon every farm, and, for nine months in the 
year, part of the daily food of every poor man’s family. 

Farmers have failed lately for conliderable fums, and no doubt 
your profound f{cholars wili thence infer their general profperi- 
ty. Mr Pitt inferred the general profperity of merchants from 
the failures in the mercantile world. Farmers failed too, in 
former times, when they were men of little enterprife, and the 
rents, comparatively fpeaking, low. D**** L**#** gave up 
his farm of B*******, in 1759, becaufe he owed 1301. to Lord 
Panmufe, who was an indulgent landlord tohistenants. D#***# 
retired to a fmaller farm in Fife, which he was foon obliged 
to quit, as his brother in London grew weary of paying the rent 
for him. His humour and his fun did not forfake him, even 
when he had no more than a tide-waiter’s pittance to fupport 
him, and that v—— ft———-—-t B*** C****#*, to whom he con- 
tinued attached to his dying day. 

Peset Cossessses® jn Weeerse® failed for fome 4col. or 
com He was a popular man, and his friends bought for him, 

y fubfcription, a damned fulky beait of a courfer, which he 
led about the country, and got plenty of employment for, till 
Mrs R**##*##® 2¢ GEEEOHSFEE* took fome umbrage at Peter, and 
patronized his rival, an Englifhman of the name of Smith, from 
Northumberland. Peter declined gradually, and at Jaft fell into 
utter infignificance. 

Pee F****** took the merit of obtaining from the laté 
munificent Earl of Hopetoun, a weekly allowanee of two pecks 
of meal to A***** C*******, his predeceflor in the farm of 
Atteeeee, Weert® ac M*****#**, thought himfelf happy. to 
get into the barn to thrafh the crop, and to eat in the kitchen of 
that houfe, the beft apartment of which had often welcomed 

him; 
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him ; and the moon has not thrice filled her horn, fince I ob- 
ferved the poor fellow fnivelling through Haddington market, 
and pafling, unknowing and unknown, thofe very men, with 
whom, in the days of former years, he had fpent the merry 
midnight hours. 

The cultivation of turnips upon a great fcale, has added much 
to the value of foils fuited to that crop; and, together with ar- 
tificial grafles, and early oats, has brought our lands at the foot 
of the mountains, and thofe lying upon the fea-fhore, nearer to 
an equality in point of value. In Scotland, turnips are always 
fown in drills, which admit of being horfe-hoed. They are as 
generally fown broad-caft in the Southern counties of England. 
Hand-hoeing is an expenfive operation, however expert the work- 
people are at it. I have feen the turnips in almoft every county 
in England, where they are cultivated as a crop; and have no 
hefitation in faying, that, in general, they are far inferior to thofe 
raifed in Scotland; and whether I confider the weight of the 
crop, and the expence attending it, or the condition of the foil 
for bearing grain; I muft prefer fowing them in drills, and fo 
decidedly, that I am furprifed it is not long ere now become 
univerfal. However, this is but one of many inftances, where, 
with their eyes wide open, mankind have opt fhort upon the 
very threfhold of perfe€tion. ‘The Romans invented the faddle, 
but never difcovered the ftirrup. 

Mr F*****, at Park farm in Kent, was, within thefe feven 

ears, the firft who cultivated turnips in drills in that county. 
He fows them earlier too than his neighbours, and his crops are 
rather better than theirs; but the foil and climate of Kent are 
ill fuited to the growth of this root, fo that it is rare to fee what 
with you would be efteemed even a middling crop. G***** 
R***** would plough up the half of them. Pray what became 
of the action againft the gardener at W**#*##*, for felling kail 
feed inftead of turnip ? 

Where, pray, did Mr D***** live? Were his beautiful tur- 
nips raifed in the broad-caft way? I remember him mention- 
ing a vifit he was honoured with by one of you Eaft-Lothian 
farmers. 

No more is the culture of grain crops in drills a new difco- 
very, as the admirers and followers of Tull and Du Hamel have 
Jong efteemed it. It is common in Arabia Felix; and, as in 
thofe eaftern countries, they never adopt any new modes, it 
muft have been fo for many generations. 

I am much pleafed to hear that my friend P**** B***** is 
collecting materials for the Hifory and Praétice of Stall on 3 

His 
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His elegant Effay on Green Crops, which he has contrived to 
make equally {prightly and ufeful, has raifed very high our ex- 
pectations of his new performance. I have not been able to 
trace the practice farther than fome time between Henry IV. and 


Elizabeth, though I doubt not his refearches have fucceeded 
better :-— 


© And we fhall feed like oxen at a ftall, 
The better cherifhed, ftill the nearer death. ” 


Worcester—Henry IV. Part I. 


But I muft be careful not to interfere with his undertaking, 
and truft to his good nature to pardon me for recommending 
to him to write with care, for his work will be read with atten- 
tion. I can ftill point out papers written by him in the Weckly 
Magazine, thirty years ago. 

The improvements upon farm machinery, have been greater 
and more rapid, than may perhaps appear at firft glance, to one 
who has not turned his thoughts that way. It is natural that 
they fhould efcape with a flight notice of a perfon continually 
upon the fpot, and who faw them introduced gradually ; but at 
my return, after an abfence of twenty-five years, they ftruck me 
with aftonithment. 

The Lothians have been fo long civilized, that no records to 
which I have had accefs, nor the moft diligent inquiries, enable 
me even to guefs how diftant the period is when the farmer’s 
daughters there carried the dung upon their backs to the fields. 
I pretend not to fuch a ftock of knight-errantry, as my friend 
Mr P****** has fo often difplayed, but confefs I with that I 
could fay the creels were not any where allowed to remain long 
upon the backs of the dear creatures. Truth, however, o- 
bliges me to tell, that the difgraceful practice has fhocked my 
own eyefight, and is not yet entirely extinguifhed in fome re- 
mote places of Scotland. One of the creels is now in my pof- 
feflion ; and if you do me the honour to call any time you are in 
this neighbourhood, I fhall very gladly fhew it to you, and am 
far from averfe to a drawing of it being taken to adorn the next 
number of your Magazine. 

To fhift the creels from the backs of women, to thofe of 
horfes, appears now a natural and very evident ftep, and, no 
doubt, originated in the feeling heart of fome gallant beau, 
wounded at feeing his fweetheart fo vilely degraded. But the 
next ftep in the progrefs of improvement, the invention of the 
fledd, and making horfes draw inftead of carrying, is far lefs 
obvious. I had for feveral years, to no purpofe, parcied my 
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brain to imagine what could fuggeft a practice that appears fo 
abfurd as that of yoking ponies by he tail; which is at this 
hour to be feen in many parts of Scotland, when Lord M****#a#, 
to whom I was then on a vifit at D*****, informed me, that as 
the wild ponies upon the mountains are always caught by the 
tail, it was not furprifing they thought of yoking them by that 
member. Two mornings after, he carried me to Crieff fair, 
where | actually faw, what is no doubt familiar to many of your 
readers, the Highlanders catch by the tail, any poney that a cuf- 
tomer wanted to cheapen. In fome countries to the north of 
ae they run to the other extreme, and yoke the oxen by the 
nofe. 

Without ftopping longer at the pradtices of the heroic times, 
I beg to recal to your own memory, the four feare horfes you 
mutt have feen in every plough, their hair hanging over their 
eyes, and fhoed only in the fore feet, with hair tuggs, rude 
branks, and pab brechams, exerting all their might to drag along 
a heavy misfhapen inftrument, with a mallet in its horn, and 
a foam jingling among their feet at every turn; or a couple of 
ftarved rough creatures, refufing to carry 10 fitlots or 3 bolls of 
barley to market in a clumfy cart. Pray, good Sir, think of 
thefe things, and compare them with a fober fteady horfe, de- 
cently harnefled, carrying, with eafe to himfelf, four times more 
grain than the wild fcatter-brained brute of former days. 

Great numbers of cattle are yet put to the plough in many 
parts of Scotland; in Aberdeen and Banffshires, ten or a dozen 
are ftill fometimes employed at it. It is now almoft go years 
fince I faw Lord, Aberdeen’s overfeer fell a dozen fine large ftout 
animals, loofed from one plough, to a drover of the name of 
Philips, for fixty guineas and a new gown to his wife: but 
lands are every where getting up fo faft to the two-horfe plough 
price, that all others will probably foon difappear. This is not 
a thought of mine, but~methinks it the ftrongeft recommenda- 
tion I have yet heard of that powerful inftrument. It is not 
unconnected with my prefent fubject, for me to fay, and it may 
amufe your claflical readers to be reminded, that in the days of 
Homer, oxen, perhaps horfes or mules, were yoked four abreatt 
in the plough, as is {till the cafe in Galloway, Aberdeenfhire, 
and other counties in the north. Sée Miad, X. 419. Ulyfs 
and Diomed purfuing Dolen. 

My refpected friend at H********* was among the laft in 
Haddingtonfhire to adopt the two-horfe plough. I blath to 
think how long he perfevered in the ufe of three horfes, lefs de- 
fenfible, in my opinion, than that of four. “~ 
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The late T***** R***** was amongft the firft to put four 
bolls of barley into a cart. It is an anecdote confiftent with my 
knowledge, that Mr Law, then recently appointed Sheriff, met 
the cart, and ftopped the fervant to fend a meffage to his matter, 
importing, that fo great a load was oppreflive to the horfes, 
and might probably break down the cart. +***** +***** in 
pt** 48###*® Once fent ten horfes with twenty bolls of bar- 
ley, to meet David Salmon’s carts at Ravensheugh toll-bar, 
Three horfes of Mr Salmon’s carried the whole to his gra- 
naries. 

Nay, carts themfelves were fo rare, that, in the beginning of 
my time, a boy, not older than myfelf, left his charge of cattle 
amongft ftooks in long haltering time, and ran to get a nearer 
view of one that happened to be pafling at a diftance. ‘This car- 
ties my mind back to the introduction and common ufe of wheel 
carriages in this ifland. In Queen Elizabeth’s days, ‘ a coach 
was efteemed a ftrange monfler, and the fight of it put both 
horfe and foot into amazement. Some faid it was a great crabe 
fhell brought from China; and others, that it was one of the 
Pagan temples in which cannibals adored the Devil.’ We find 
Prince Charles and Buckingham making their Quixotic expedi- 
tion to Spain on horfeback, and teaching poft-hackneys to leap 
hedges. Poft-chaifes were introduced into the French armies in 
the time of Lewis XIV. ‘Thirty-four coaches were taken at the 
battle of Blenheim. But to come to our own day, I have fome 
faint remembrance of all our great men travelling polit on horfe- 
back to and from London. The Duke of Argyle had, like 
others, a pair of wide riding-breeches, in which he buttoned 
the fkirts of his coat to keep them clean. He generally ftaid g 
night, in pafling, at Gilmerton, or with Lord Milton at Saltone 
Hall. I have heard my father mention being with Sir Francis 
Kinloch one evening when his Grace arrived in this plight, 
whipping up the poit-boy’s horfe, who fcampered before to 
thow him the way. 

Every thing about the farmer, within doors and without, hath 
kept pace with the improvement upon his implements. He him, 
felf is better clothed; he wears no home-made cloth now-a- 
days ; every article he ufes is of the beft Englith fabric. 

The farm-honfes are neat and clean; fome of them hand- 
fome boxes, elegantly furnifhed, Unqueftionably, the befk 
farm-houfes in the county have been built by tenants at their 
own expence, with the fpirit of proprietors, though perhaps, 
indeed, with more tafte than prudence. 

The hinds’ houfes and cottages have fhared in the general im- 
provement. Inftead of abominable, ftinking, nafty hovels, which 
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they were in the beginning of my time, without a chimney, and 
with a bit of fieve and yolk of glafs to admit the frefh air and 
the light of day, and an old bonnet ftuffed with ftraw to keep 
them out, they are now pleafant, cheerful habitations, with 
cafement windows of a proper fize. 

The ftables—Good G—! how often have I been alarmed and 
frightened out of my fleep by the fighting and fcreaming of a 
dozen of horfes ftanding loofe in the fame undivided ftable, and 
the refponfes of the courfer thundering in his travife in the byre 
beyond the partition.—I ficken at the recolle€tion of the byre, 
and turn from it with difguft. 

The economy of their families, and their modes of living, 
are changed greatly for the better. Farmers here have been long 
on this fide of that forry mefs, on which the poor hufbandman 
fubfifts in many counties, and that ham and egg dinner, and 
rarely a fowl, on which he regales a friend. Their larders are 
regularly and well fupplied. My mind is full of antiquity, and 
fo frequently recurs to diftant times, that I am afhamed of it: 
it looks fo like an oftentatious difplay of extenfive reading, which 
Tam fure I was never defervedly accufed of. Herodotus in- 
forms us, that the Scythians were the firft to difcover, what 
every cat in the country knows now-a-days, that the beft of the 
milk rifes to the top. I believe fome of the more early Greek 
didle&s wants even a word for butter. That the richeft of the 
milk comes laft from the cow, is well known to us all; for who 
has not heard of afterings? But it was referved to my much 
efteemed and very ingenious friend Dr Anderfon, to afcertain, 
by actual experiment, that the laft of the milk fometimes con- 
tains fixteen times more butter than what comes firft. Yet we 
find that great d/ockhead Polyphemus firft milking his ewes, and 
afterwards fubmitting their teats to the lambs. It is unpardon- 
able that this fhould ftill continue to be the praétice in many 
parts of Ayrfhire and in Galloway, where the calf is not per- 
mitted to fuck before the woman has done milking. ‘This mat- 
ter is ordered better in the Highlands, where the practice is 
guite the reverfe. 

Their hen-houfe and dairy afford at all times an agreeable va- 
riety of excellent food. Their tables abound with the neceflaries 
of life, are every day comfortably ferved, and, upon occafions, 
fuch as any man might fit down to. 

Their kail-yards formerly contained little befides greens, beans, 
peas, and the more ordinary pot-herbs. Now, we need not look 
far for regular gardens, with variety and plenty of excellent {mall 
fruit, and walls covered with fine trees. Melor grounds and a 
grape-houfe may be feen in more inftances than one,. and = 
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_ the poffefon of perfons whofe ccconomy was never called in 
ueftion. 

Their cellars are well ftored, though here, but only here, I 
muft confefs the advantage, with regard to both kind and quality, 
to have been greatly on the fide of days that are gone. Where 
ean we now find fuch claret as Blanerne and I once drank at a 
farmer’s near Dunfe, with whom my old friend carried me to 
dinner ? or that which Sir Francis Kinloch ‘ drew from bis dark 
retreat eee *—under W***#** 1{*##*##'s bed, whom he 
occafionally vifited at H*****. Thefe I imagine to have been pro- 
duced only to particular guefts, and by no means the ‘liquor they 
ordinarily entertained their friends with; at leaft not fince the 
time it was retailed in Edinburgh at 8d. the pint-ftoupful. In- 
deed, till of late, it was not common for farmers to entertain with 
port wine, or to buy more than half a dozen at a time, and that 
only when the wife lay in. Nay, I have known a farmer worth 
thoufands, with difficulty prevailed on by his friends to fend for 
a fingle bottle of fherry when he found himfelf fick. The late 
additions to the price make the expence a very ferious confidera- 
tion; and the practice is rather lofing ground before the habit 
was fo long eftablifhed as to make the privation of it painful. It 
is, however, rather upon the increafe in Berwickthire, where the 
tenants are perhaps more expenfive, or lefs prudent, or both. 
The common liquor after dinner was excellent rum or brandy 
punch, which has now, in almoft every family, given place to 
humble whifky tody in great abundance, though the wine decan- 
ters are {till prefented, and a few glafles of that taken at firft. I 
have often heard Sir John Halket tell, that when he lived at Gofs- 
ford, he bought a hogfhead of claret from Mr Hay in Craigielaw 
for 10l., or about 8d. a bottle. I am informed, that a good 
guide can ftill lead to a friend who produces occafionally a bottle 
of good fair vin de Bourdeaux, 

‘That charming fwe-penny, too, which I think of with plea- 
fure at this moment, and for which, in the Torrid Zone, I have 
often fighed in vain, lives only in the memory of its friends. 
Thanks to the pufillanimity of our forefathers, who fo tamely 
fubmitted to the extenfion of the Excife laws to this country. 
Had the general fpirit of the nation equalled that of the folks 
at Glafgow, or of the Edinburgh brewers, we fhould ftill be 
enjoying our favourite beverage. 

There are few of thofe borrowings now-a-days, that I well 
remember. How often have I feen loaves of bread, bowls of 
fugar, and cupfuls of tea fent for upon the fpur, when a gueft 
unexpectedly popped in,.and knives and forks and filver fpoons 
to deck out the table upon a regular invitation. I bluthed deep 
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when I obferved Mrs eye me amufing myfelf with endea. 
vouring to difcover, from the cypher, to which of the neigh. 
bours the extra fpoons belonged; for 1 knew well fhe had not 
received more than half a dozen at her marriage. 

When the miftrefs lay in, the whole mis nt IE was in- 
ftantly acquainted by meflengers defpatched in every diredtion. 
The compliment was returned by frequent inquiries after her’s 
and the child’s health, till her month was up. A couple of 
_ lines in the newfpapers has fuperfeded this good old cuftom ; and 
the large punch-bow], that made its appearance only at Chrift- 
mas, ftands now in fome old cupboard, ufelefs and forgotten. 

I have not mentioned any article upon which there has been a 
greater change than their pocket and tavern expence. In the days 
of Pofty Fobnflon, the farmer, when he went to Haddington mar. 
ket, did not dine, but, when he came away, took a bottle of ftir. 
rup ale with fome burgher friend ; and Pofty’s Court, now Fair. 
bairn’s coach-yard, ufed to be-rammed quite full of horfes that 
got nothing to eat, as ftill takes place at Gifford fair. Baron 
Scoughall at Broomhoufe departed from the general practice, 
He annually gave Mr Fall at Dunbar a cart load of peas-ftraw 
for a four gallons bottle of brandy, and a ftable to put his horfe 
into when he came totown. ‘The Baron was an arch wag: the 
bargain was made fimply for a dottle: he went himfelf for the 
firft year’s, with a four gallons bottle fixed in a wheel-barrow. 
Mr Fall faw he was taken in, but humoured the Baron’s joke, 
and continued the annual payment fo long as he lived. Ordina- 
ries at Haddington, at 4d. a head, were firft eftablithed by Wil- 
lie Grieve and Baillie Shortlefs, Thefe were foon eclipfed by 
1s. 6d. or 2%. clubs at M‘Cali’s and Gairdner’s, which are now, 
in their turn, fucceeded by others, at Sang’s, Gordon’s, Fair- 
bairn’s, and Whitehead’s, where, for three or four fhillings, a 
plentiful dinner may be enjoyed, with a moderate portion of 
iiguor, and a good-humoured converfation. 

Sixty years ago, my old friend F****#** W*****, who was 
no fcrub, ufed to go to Leffudden fair, and breakfaft on hag. 
gies and cold roait lamb, fpending no more than eightpence up- 
on. the journey. It would not now pay the turnpikes. D**** 
S****** ufed to walk 112 miles to and from Campfie, without 
{pending more than twentypence, unlefs when he me€ with an 
old fchoolfellow, and had a debauch with him at Edinburgh. 

see 48488 Was amongtt the firft to goto London, merely 
from curiofity. He travelled, in the fecond polt-chaife with L*** 
#******s fervant, his Lordfhip.and his miftrefs being in the 
Grit. +***"s return was rather abrupt, and earlier “? » 
riends 
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friends expeéted. I have heard H********* drily remark to 
him that he feldom talked of this expedition. 

Nearly about the fame time, J**** D****** in T*********, 
Grosse Covsceess® in Weteeere®, arid my much refpected 
clafs-fellow J**** S******* in K*****, allowed themfelves the 
fame indulgence. G***** has often told me, and feemingly with 
much regret, that the journey coft him exaétly the profit he 
made by a fcore of Highland nolt he bought at Falkirk the Octo- 
ber preceding. ; 

‘This journey is now fo common, that it is no longer thought 
extraordinary, bit is quite loft in the blaze of +***** +******’s 
little tour and journies to P****, in which it is faid he has fpent 
hundreds ; and yet his name and extravagance never, till now, 
met in the fame fentence. 

have, in thefe little anecdotes, kept my eye directed chiefly 
to Eaft Lothian, the county in which you live. There, I have 
fome intereft, and there your Magazine is generally read. The 
inferences; I think, I am fully warranted to draw from every 
thing I have faid, and, from the moft ferious confideration I am 
able to beftow upon the fubjeét; are, that capital much greater 
than fotmerly is now neceflary to enable a farmer to carry on his 
trade, almoft every article, whether of profeflional, perfonal, or 
family expence, being feveral times its former price ; that wealthy 
tenants can afford to pay high rents; but I muft deny the reverfe 
of the propofition; though I freely admit that a fmart addition of 
rent may have the effeét to quicken his induftry; and that, in 
the general improvement of all things in this ifland, farmers are 
not behind hand ; that they have their full fhare in the increafe 
of our comforts, and are the moft thriving clafs of the communi- 
ty; and thofe of Eaft Lothian, notwith{tanding the high, rents 
they pay, and the fenfelefs outcry againft the oppreflion of their 
landlords, the moft thriving of that clafs. 

I have made bold to dedicate this trifle to the Earl of Hadding- 
ton, who fhines equally in the capacity of landlord to his tenants, 
or at his table, at vhich I have fometimes the honour to fit down ; 
and it is to his kind, eafy hofpitality, that he is indebted for the 
Weg of this little work, if it is of value fufhicient to create 
a debt. 


An HERIToR« 
21ff Fune 1804. 
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On the Shortnefs of ‘Leafes. Noy. 


TO YHE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


On the Shortnefs or Total Want of Leafes in fome parts of Scotland. 


Sir, 


In the few remarks that I am about to make, I take my ground 
from the firft query in a fet of queftions on general fubjects of 
agriculture in the Firft Number of your very excellent and afeful 
Magazine. ‘The queftion runs in thefe words: ‘ Whether is it 
moft advantageous to the State, that land fhould be cultivated by 
the proprietors, or that a right to cultivate the foil fhould be 
affigned, for a limited time, to other perfons, upon certain terms, 
prettations, and limitations ?’ 

’ Among the many topics that have been treated of in your 
Magazine, I do not recollect to have feen this one difcuffed in a 
way perfe@ly to my mind. It appears to me, that you have done 
tightly in putting this queftion on the broad bafis of the fubjec 
of it being advantageous or difadvantageous to the State; for, as 
I eonfider the land as the capital ftock of the State, any in- 
quiry into the beft mode of managing this capital ftock mutt 
become doubly interefting, when ftated upon this ground, from 
what it would have been if the inveftigation had been put on any 
other. 

‘There are three great fources of the wealth and profperity of 
ftates,—commerce, manufactures, and agriculture. Of thefe, the 
two firft are fleeting and precarious; the laft only is ftable and 
permanent. As a confirmation of this remark, we have only to 
fay, that it is long fince the great tide of commerce has left the 
eities of Italy and Flanders; but that Lombardy, Tufcany, and 
Belgium {till continue te be among the beft cultivated countries in 
Europe. _ 

I with to fee this queftion treated as a moral and political, rather 
than as an agricultural and economical_one. ‘Phe folution- of it 
involves the prime interefts of the State, and is intimately con- 
nected with its ftability and profperity. The difcuflion embraces 
the happinefs of the people, the confequent increafe of population, 
the improvement of the country, the multiplication of the means 
of fubfiftence, the increafe of the ftock of national wealth, and 
all thofe objes which wife ftates, and patriotic princes and 
prudent minifters have fhown the greateft anxiety to cherifh and 

mote. 

A change in the fentiments and purfuits of the people, and of 
the meafures of government of a particular country, is fometimes 
more quickly brought about than, I believe, is generally — 
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A fingle inftitution will difplay the fpirit of a legiflature ; a fingle 
remark or enactment will unfold the character of a prince; and 
a fingle literary work will correct or eftablifh the opinions of an 
age. When the older Bernftorf got a law pafled, that the Danifh 
peafants fhould be free, he effe€tcd a revolution in the fentiments 
of the government of his country. When Henry IV. of France 
expreffed a wifh that all the peafants and labourers in his domi- 
nions might have a fowl on the table on Sundays, he intimated, 
ina peculiar and laconic manner, that benevolent concern which 
he took in the profperity, comfort, and happinefs of the people, 
which, we have caufe to know, had not been much the objects 
of attention of fome of the princes before his time. When the 
ever memorable Frederick I1., in the early part of his reign, feem- 
ed only intent on improving the difcipline of his army, it did not 
portend that, in the later periods of it, he would labour with fo 
much afliduity in promoting the agricultural improvements of his 
country, as to infure to his name the celebrity of a patriot; and 
it is only becaufe the more brilliant renown of the warrior eclipfes 
the modeft and lefs obtruding merit of the patriot, that he is not 
as well known in the latter capacity as in the former. When 
the Britifh Legiflature abolifhed the heritable jurifdictions in Scot- 
land, in the year 1748, and thereby diffeminated the bleflings of 
equal liberty among the people, I believe it was fcarcely forefeen 
that the Lowlands would, in the courfe of half a century, become 
one of the beft cultivated countries in Europe. When Mr Malthus 
publifhed his Effay on Population, he demonftrated, I fuppofe, to 
the fatisfa€tion of every one, that the population of every coun- 
try will be in proportion to the means of fubfiltence provided for 
= people, without the interpofition of fome obvious and powerful 
checks. 

I confider this queftion to be of fuch magnitude, that if I had 
time and talents for the proper diicuflion, I would introdute it 
with the words of Montefquieu, when he enters on the fubje@ of 
commerce—* Fain would I glide down a gentle flream; but I am 
hurried along by a torrent. ’ 2 

As, in the prefent circumftances of Great Britain, I confider 
it entirely impoflible that the whole of the lands can be culti- 
vated by the proprietors; fo the anfwer to the latter branch 
of the query naturally points out itfelf—‘* that a right of cul- 
tivation, for a limited time, fhould be affigned to others. ’ 
Large traéts of land can, in no country whatever, be cul- 
tivated by the proprietors, but in thofe flates where the great 
body of the people are in the condition of villanage or fer- 
vitude, as in Ruflia, cidevant Poland, and other kingdoms in 
the north of Europe. “This mode of cultivation, then, cannot 
poflibly take place in Britain, where the people are free, The 
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only other way, in fo far as occurs to me, of large tracts of land 
being cultivated by the proprietors, is in the cafe of newly dif- 
covered countries, as America, New South Wales, &c. where the 
mother country, or dominant ftate, makes grants of portions of 
Jand to individuals, for the fake of clearing it, and where the 
grantees continue for a certain time to cultivate the allotments 
made to them, by themfelves and their families, and fometimes 
by flaves. This mode of occupation and cultivation does not apply 
‘to the préfent ftate of this country. 

If it appcars, then, that the beft mode of cultivating land in 
Britain, is by affigning the right of cultivation to others, for a 
limited time, a natural queftion occurs, What ought to be the 
period of duration of this time? But, inftead of taking it upon 
me to determine what is the proper and moft advantageous en- 
durance of a leafe, (which is not my prefent purpofe), and whether 
it ought to be for g, or 19, or 31, or 38 years, or for any 
longer, or fhorter, or intermediate period, I am rather inclined to 
be of the opinion, that, in different circumftances, the period of 
aflignment may be advantageoufly made of longer or of fhorter 
duration. 

But in one point I am decifively fixed; which is, * That the 
cultivator fhould have a certainty of poffeflion of the land for 
fome reafonable given fpace of time.” And this brings me to 
what I had chiefly in view in thefe obfervations, namely, the 
fhortnefs, or total want of leafes which, I underftand, prevails in 
fome diftriéts of Scotland, and which, as it appears to me, muft 
operate as an effe€tual bar to agricultural improvements, or good 
management of any fort, ever getting into thefe diftricts. 

From what I have obferved, I now confider the opinions and 
practices fanctioned or condemned in your Magazine as the teft of 
jutt reafoning, and of good or bad management, in matters of 
rural economy, in Scotland. And I have faid, on another occa- 
fion, that I do not confider thefe intimations of approbation or 
difapprobation fo much calculated for the opulent, and inde- 
pendent, and enlightened farmers, ifthe well cultivated counties, 
as for the poor, and oppreffed, and ignorant cultivators of the 
foil, in the remote diftri's: So I hope you will take thefe 
latter under your fpecial proteétion, and lend your powerful 
affiftance to meliorate their adverfe and much to be lamented 
condition. 

At the firft blufh of the propofition, one would imagine that 
there needs not a fingle word of argument or illuftration to prove, 
that where the cultivators of the foil have no certainty in the 

ffeflion, they will never be difpofed to pay any attention to a- 
melioration. But, gn the contrary, where their right ¢ a 
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feffion extends only from year to year, from crop to erop, they 
will never have any thing farther in view, than to take as much 
from the land as it will yield for the time, regardlefs of the ftaré 
into which it is brought, or in which it is left. ‘thus, where- 
ever the cuftom of very fhort leafes, or of no leafes, prevails, 
we may lay our account that the couatry will continue a dreary 
and barren wafte in perpetuity. The granting of leafes, then, 
muft be evidently the advantage of the proprietor, as well as of 
the public. Indeed, I confider that it is to the permanent leafes 
that were begun to be given foon after the beginning of laft cen- 
tury, that we owe the foundation of the great improvements 
that have been fince made in Scotland. 

When the late Emprefs of Ruflia, in the inftru€tions that fhe 
gave to the commithoners appointed to frame a new code of laws 
for the Ruffian empire, wrote with her own hand, ‘ that agri- 
culture could newer profper in a country where the cultivator 
poflefled no property,’ the raifed herfelf above the level of her 
fex, and above the ideas of the people whom fhe ruled over. 
With certain modifications, I fear that the enlightened obferva- 
tion of the Emprefs may apply to the people in fome diftricts of 
Scotland at this day. Without property, or the means of ac- 
quiring property, I fufpe& that their condition is not raifed ma- 
ny degrees above that of the peafants in Ruflia. Kept in a ftate 
of perpetual fubjection and dependency, 1 doubt their enjoy- 
ment of liberty confifts too much in the name. 

I am not by any means ignorant, that the evil of which I here 
complain, of fhort leafes, or the total want of leafes, prevails 
on fome:of the largeft eftates, and in fome of the beft cultivat- 
ed diftri€ts in England. And although I am clear that the prac- 
tice muft be attended with very bad confequences even there, 
yet, as there is a greater mafs of wealth in the hands of the 
body of farmers in England, than there is yet in the hands of 
thofe in the meuntainous and remote diftri@s in Scotland, the 
pernicious cuftom does not appear with fo much promineney in 
the one country as in the other. But, on the other hand, we 
uniformly fee, that where a fufficient length of leafe is given, 
it immediately operates as a ftimulus to the moft fpirited and 
fubftantial improvements; as inftances of which, 1 need only 
mention thofe made by the farmers on the Duke of Norfolk’s 
eftate in the neighbourhood of Sheffield in England, and thofe 
made by the farmers on the Duke of Queenfberry’s eftate in 
Peeblesthire in Scotland, ' 

I deny not, that on fome eftates, both in England and Scot- 
land, the tenants continue to poffefs, at leaft very lately did pof- 
fefs, the lands without leafes, from year to year, and yet feem 
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contented and happy, conforming themfelves generally to a fim- 
ple mode of agriculture, adopted by themfelves, or prefcribed 
by their landlords; of which cuftom, examples may be given 
of the farmers on the eftate of a great Englith nobleman, in one 
of the moft northerly counties, (Duke of Northumberland), and of 
thofe on the eftate of the prefent Member of Parliament for Aber- 
deenfhire. But although thefe examples may be ftated in favour 
of avery pernicious practice, yet 1 am fully of the opinion, 
that the fanction given arifes almoft folely from the excellent 
charaéters of the refpectable nobleman and the benevolent gen- 
tleman alluded to. 

Although thefe, and perhaps otlier inftances of the fame fort, 
may be given, yet it cannot be denied that the cuftom is a bad 
one; and, as fuch, I with to fee it totally eradicated. I defi- 
derate fuch a thorough change of fentiment in the minds of 
people in general, that no landlord would let, and no tenant 
would take his farm, but upon a permanent leafe of a certain 
reafonable endurance. What I contend for, in this cafe, is the 
eftablifhment of a general maxim; and although this may ap- 
pear difficult to be efleCluated without pofitive law or inftitu- 
tion, yet we have feen revolutions in fentiment and practice 
fometimes brought about by a fingle falutary regulation. 
When a law was made allowing an heir of entail to get 
allowance of the expence of certain improvements made on 
the eltate in tail, there was a general rule laid down. When 
the Court of Seffion in Scotland patfed the at of fede- 
runt refpecting the removal of tenants from their farms, and 
that act not having been interfered with by the Legiflature, they 
laid down a general rule. When, fome years ago, Lord Mans- 
field and the Court of King’s Bench decreed, that wheneyer a 
negro flave comes to England he fhall be a free man, the Court 
eftablithed a general maxim. When, a few months ago, Lord 
Ellenborough and the fame Court found, that a military volun- 
teer may refign, they fixed a general rule for all volunteers what- 
ever. In like manner, I fay again, that it is a general maxim 
that I with to fee eftablithed ; and although it may be difficult 
to bring this about without -pofitive inftitution, yet, by frequent- 
ly inculcating the pernicious confequences of the oppofite prac- 
tice, the wilhed-for reformation may perhaps in time be effec- 
tuated. 

With the exemption from tithes and poor-rates; with the {ti- 
pulations in his leafe, fupported and ready to be enforced by 
law ; and with a compulftor within his power for the divifon 
of lands lying in common, joined to the general benevolence of 
landlords, the Scotifh farmer, perhaps, enjoys as many advan- 
tages, clogged with as few drawbacks, as the cultivator of the 
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foil in any country whatever. Of the baneful practice of with- 
holding leafes, or granting them of very fhort duration, which, 
however, only prevails in certain diftri€ts of the country, he 
has perhaps chiefly to complain. But this evil is fo great, that 
it trikes at the root of all improvements, breaks the fpirit of 
the people, keeps them in perpetual poverty and dependency, 
and, as it were, ‘ freezes the genial current of the foul.’ 

Could reftriGtive injunctions be impofed upon the people in a 
free country, I know of no fubject that fo much demands the in- 
terference of the legiflature as this, of compelling the proprietors 
of land to give leafes to their tenants, of certain duration at leaft. 
The improvement and profperity of the country are concerned in 
it. The increafe of the national produce, upon which national 
profperity fo much depends, refts upon it. ‘The affectionate re- 
gard of the lower orders of the community towards the higher, 
which the prefent times fo much require, hinges upon it. Never 
will a tenant think of ameliorating his farm when he has no cer- 
tainty of poffeffion, beyond the crop prefently among his hands. 
Never will he lay out money, if he has it, upon improvements, 
of which another may reap the fruit. Never will he devife 
fchemes of varied fucceilions of crops, which, at the diftance 
of feveral years, may repay him for the expenditure and induf- 
try of the prefent, when he is uncertain of enjoying any of thefe 
crops. Never will the face of the country be improved, when 
the cultivators have no intereft in the improvement, but perhaps 
the reverfe ; and till a reformation is brought about in this re- 
ipeét, we may lay our account that the fame poverty and mifery 
will continue to prevail among the tenantry where the practice 
exifls, as prevailed generally among the tenantry of Scotland, in 
the end of the feventeenth, and in the beginning of the eigh- 
teenth centuries, of which Fletcher of Saltoun, Law, and other 
writers of that time, fo feelingly complain; or which, we are 
told, prevails among the loweft defcription of tenants in Ireland 
at this day ; and that we know prevailed among the whole bady, 
nearly, of the farmers in France, before the revolution. 

As well may it be fuppofed that a country will be equally well 
cultivated by flaves as by free men, as to fuppofe that it will be 
equally well cultivated by thofe who have no intereft in the foil, 
as by thofe who have. In the firft inflahee, the labour is en- 
forced by tafkmafters, and the fear of punifhment ; in the other, 
it is performed from a fenfe of duty, and a feeling of intereft. 
In the one cafe, more bodily ftrength is exerted ; and in the 
other, prudence, fagacity, ingenuity, and the other nobler fa- 
culties of the human mind. In the former cafe, compulfion is 
the only ftimulus; in the latter, the moral fentiment operates. 
Dd4 We 
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We have Lord Lauderdale’s fanQion, were it wanted, for faying, 
that the increafed produce of land, occafioned by the wife:appli- 
cation of labour and capital, is that branch of the property of fo- 
ciety which appears capable of unlimited increafe; and, the 
more it is augmented, the more wili the human fpecies abound 
in opulence and in number: But never willthis labour and ca- 
pital be applied, without a certainty, at leaft a profpe@, of re- 
turn. 

‘Thank Heaven, the evils complained of exift only in certain 
diftritts of the country. The opulent and enlightened farmers 
over the greateft part of the Lowlands of Scotland, are too wife 
to tikk their capital, and exert their induftry, on a precarious 
tenure. It is only in the Highlands, and lefs enlightened parts, 
that the grievance prevails to an alarming extent. But as it is 
certainly to be wifhed that pernicious practices were eradicated 
from every part of the country, and that the tide of profperity 
might flow with an equal current in every direction, 1 know of 
no means whatever that could contribute fo generally to this de- 
fireable purpofe, as that of granting to the cultivators of the 
Jand a certainty of their poffefions. No matter whether thefe 
poileflions are of larger or fmaller dimenfions, of better quality, 
or of worfe ; ftill let the pofieffors have a certainty of poffeflion. 
"The extent of farms is a different matter, which is not at pre- 
fjent taken into confideration. a 

In tracing back the hiftory of Scotifh agriculture for a centu- 
ry palt, we fee that all the moft eminent and fuccefsful improv- 
ers gave leafes of their lands as foon as improved ; as may be in- 
itanced in the cafes of Mr Cockburn of Ormifton, Lord Finla- 
ter, Lord Strathmore, and others. At a Jater period, Mr Fairlie 
of Fairlie, on his own eftate, and on the eftates of the Earl of 
Eglintoun, and all the great improvers of the prefent day, have 
followed the fame plan. Wherever leafes of reafonable endurance 
prevail, we fee the tenants wealthy, induftrious and thriving ; 
and wherever they are withheld, we fee the tenants poor, indolent 
and ftationary, We have only to caft our eye over the itatiftical 
accounts of Scotland, and the county furveys both in England 
and Scotland, to fee that want of leafes, or very fhort Jeafes, 
are uniformly {tated among the great bars to improvement. 

Gladly would I fuppofe, that the evil of which I complain 
exits not to a wide extent ; but of its aétual exiftence J am afraid 
there is not room to doubt. I have fometimes endeavoured to 
umufe mylelf with devifing plaufible reafons, that could induce 
the proprietors of land to decline giving leafes to their tenants. 
J have thought of the idea of dependency, in keeping a large bo- 
dy of people more in fubjection to their will ; but furely this mo- 
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tive can never weigh in the prefent day, when it is known that 
the firmeft tie of attachment, and even of fubjeétion, confifts in 
affeétion, and a fenfe of gratitude for favours received. Were 
we to endeavour to account for the practice, on the fcore of in- 
tereft, we would be equally wide of the true mark, as it can cer- 
tainly never be the intereft of any man to keep thofe, connected 
with him in a ftate of poverty and mifery. A tenant will furely 
give more rent for his farm, when he has a leafe for a reafonable 
time, than when he holds it only from year to year. 

But from whatever confiderations the practice may arife, of all 
the general {ubjects that I have feen treated of in your Magazine, 
it appears to me that this is by far the moit extenfively important. 
In vain will Lord Kaimes have exercifed his ingenuity in devifing 
the proper conditions of an equitable leafe, if landlords are de- 
termined not to grant any leafes at all. In vain will Sir John 
Sinclair have done more to inveftigate the fituation, and to ame- 
liorate the condition of the poffefiors and cultivators of land, 
than any other man prefently exiiling in the Britith dominions, 
if the tenants on the eftates, perhaps in the near neighbourhood 
of his own, fhall at this day be occupying their farms at the 
good-will, and by the fufferance of their landlords. Ina vain will 
Sir William Pulteney have made the patriotic foundation of a 
profeflorihip of agriculture, if a large portion of the people are 
kept in a political fituation unable to avail themfelves of the in- 
{lructions of the profeffor. In vain fhall we boaft of the favourite 
names of David Hume and Adam Smith, and other writers on 
political economy, who have fixed the principles of the profpe- 
rity of ftates on a furer bafis, than the writers of any other coun- 
try whatever, if their maxims have not had influence to induce 
the proprietors of land to grant a certainty of pofleflion to the 
cultivators, without which no good cultivation will ever take place. 
In vain thall we talk of the fuperiority of our agriculture, when 
fome of our farmers are in a more uncertain, and lefs enviable 
condition, than the ad/cripti glebe on the lands of the feudal ba- 
rons, or the ferfs on the eftates of the boyars in Ruflia. Finally, 
the magnificent {chemes of government for the improvement of 
the Highlands will be unavailing, if, when the people have got 
fome capital put into their hands, they camaot have the opportu- 
nity of invefting that capital on a fure and firm tenure. 

It appears to me, then, that till this great evil is remedied, 
you and the ingenious correfpondents in your Magazine may long 
write on particular branches of agriculture with lets general et. 
fect. You may difcufs the nature and qualities of foils, and of 
manures ; you may recommend one rotation, or another rotation 
of crops; you may expatiate on the advantages of enclofing, and 
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draining, and cleaning land ; you may recommend the fyftem of 
cattle-farming, or of fheep-farming, and give the preference of 
one breed of black cattle or of fheep to another; you may difcufs 
the fubjeét of the proper fize of farms, and of labouring with 
horfes and with oxen; you may inculcate the perufal of the 
works of all the writers on agriculture, from Virgil and Colu- 
mella down to Mr Arthur Young and Dr Awsétion, not omit- 
ting the numerous publications that are every day ifluing from 
the preffes of Germany, France, Italy, and other countries ; and 
you may do all thefe things with a very diminifhed effect. But 
till you have obtained for the poffeffors and cultivators of the 
Jand, a certainty of enjoyment of their poffeffions, at leaft for 
fome reafonable determined fpace of time, you will never be 
able to give the agriculture of Scotland that real and fubftantial 
aid, which | truly believe it is your wifh, and the intendment 
of your Magazine to give. Were it proper to mention particu- 
lar names, I would fay that this was a fit fabjeét for the talents 
and ingenuity of Mr Findlater; as, from the fpecimens which 
that gentleman has already given, he feems well qualified to 
write on both rural and political economy. Or, if Dr Skene 
Keith would undertake the difcuffion, he is able to: combine the 
comprehenfive views of the philofopher with the minute atten- 
tions of the agriculturift. 

Removed to a great diftance, as I now am, from the objects 
on which I have endeavoured to fpeak, and engaged at prefent 
in purfuits of a very different nature, it is impoffible that I can 
have exhaufted a fubje& conneted with the firft interefts of fo- 
ciety. All that I pretend to, on this or any other occafion, is to 
offer a few fuggettions, which may be enlarged and improved 
upon by fome of your correfpondents who have more leifure, 
and are better qualified for thetatk. It appears to me that a 
portion of your Magazine could not be applied to a more valu- 
able purpofe, than the elucidation of the fubje& to which I 
have endeavoured to draw your attention. And if I fhall be 
fortunate enough to excite fuch a fpirit, | fhall account the time 
and pains neceffary’ for throwing together thefe féw thoughts 
and fuggeftions well beftowed. 1am yours, &c. 

. 


Amicus Scotia. 
London, 10th Fuly 1804. 








1804. On the Ufe of Steamin Drying Malt, &e. 413 


TO THE CONDUCTOR OF THR FARMER'S MAGAZINE. 


On the Ufe of Steam in Drying Malt, Grain, and Potatoes; with 
Obfervations on Highland Potato Hu/bandry. 


Sir, 


I Bec feave to communicate, through the medium of your va- 
luable Publication, the refult of fome experiments I happened 
to try feveral years ago, a fhort fketch of which was communi- 
cated to the Board of Agriculture, foon after its inftitution ; 
bat of which no notice was taken. 

It occurred to me, that barley might be made to germinate, 
and to form malt, by the heat and moifture of fteam; and that 
the malt already made might be dried by the heat of the fame 
fteam which moiftened and caufed germination on a new quan- 
tity of barley. 

To afcertain this point, 1 procured a {mall tin-boiler, with a 
long tube extended from its top, fimilar to a fmall ftill, The 
boiler had a {mall tube inferted in its fhoulder, by which water 
might be introduced, and clofed by a cork. A barrel had a 
fquare aperture cut in its fide, about three inches above its bot- 
tom, and accurately clofed by a flopper of wood. ‘The other 
end of the barrel was taken out, and, in place of wood, it was 
accurately clofed by a tinned plate. 

The barrel being placed upon a pedeftal, a quantity of barley 
was introduced by the aperture already defcribed, and equally 
fpread upon its bottom, to the depth of near three inches. The 
boiler, half filled with water, being placed upon a fmall fur- 
nace, had the end of the long tube extending from it inferted 
in the bung-hole of the barrel, and made tight by wet paper. 

Soon after the water began to boil, the barrel was filled with 
fteam, and the tinned plate upon its top became hot. Upon 
this was fpread a quantity of wet malt, which was occafionally 
ftirred, and it foon dried into what the brewers call pale malt ; 
that is, malt perfectly free from calcination, which gives a 
brown or porter tinge to the ale. 

Meanwhile, the barley in the bottom of the barrel became 
thoroughly foaked by the moifture, which dropped from the 
tinned plate above. It {welled ; but, though | tried feveral par- 
cels of the fame grain, it never was obferved to germinate. 

I afterwards learnt, that this grain had been much injured by 
a wet harveft, and that it had been kiln-dried to make it keep. 
Whether its want of germination was owing to this caufe, or 
to its exclufion from oxygen, I cannot pretend to fay; for at 
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that time the power of oxygen, in ftimulating the germination 
of feeds, was not generally known. 

It afterwards occurred, to try whether potatoes might not be 
dried by the heat of fteam, fo as to preferve all their principles 
unchanged. 

For this purpofe a few of them were boiled, their fkins taken 
off, and bruifed by a blunt ftick, ufually employed for that pur- 
pofe. The bruifed potatoes were equaily fpread upon the tin- 
ned plate already defcribed, and frequently ftirred, while fteam 
was blown into the barrel. 

In drying, the potatoes were confiderably reduced in bulk, and 
concreted into fmall hard bits of various fize; but few exceed- 
ing the ordinary fize of peas. Thefe bits were pounded in a 
mortar, and reduced to a meal or flour, which retained the na- 
tural tafte of the potato, only more concentrated. 

Parcels of this meal were. expofed in rooms without fire, and 
did not exhibit any fenfible tendency to abforb moifture, or to 
become damp; while, in the fame places, oat-meal, ground from 
oats hard dried, became fenfibly damp, and increafed in weight. 
Other parcels were repeatedly expofed to very intenfe froft, and 
as long as my obfervations were afterwards continued, they ne- 
ver exhibited any fenfible alteration of quality, in confequence 
of the froft. 

Thefe experiments were made during the winter of 1794-5, 
when the ground was covered with deep {now; and, as | left 
the place early in fpring, I had no opportunity of trying whe- 
ther other roots, or plants, might not be preferved, by drying 
them with fteam, as well as potatoes; nor has any opportunity 
of following out thefe experiments ever occurred to me fince. 

Perhaps the failure of germination in the barley may have 
been caufed by the extreme cold which prevailed while the ex- 
periment was made. My idea was to fubjeét the barley to a 
warm fummer fhower, fromthe fteam condenfed on the tinned 
plate above it, and to preferve its heat, as nearly as I couk, from 
100° to 150°, which is the heat exhibited by good foils, even 
early in the feafon, after expofure to the fun’s rays. But how- 
ever I might manage matters during the day, I always found my 
barley nearly frozem next morning. Perhaps, in an apparatus 
of large dimenfions, where fudden variations of temperature 
cannot take place, the experiment might have fucceeded better. 

But whatever caufe may have obftruéted the germination of 
the grain, I flatter myfelf that fome ufeful refults may be de- 
duced from the experiments I have attempted to defcribe. 

1.. That the beft pale malt for making beer, may be produced, 
and only produced, by drying it with ftcam. 
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2. That all grain which is referved for feed, or which is af- 
terwards intended to be malted, fhould have its dampnefs cor- 
reCted, and be rendered fit for keeping, only by the heat of 
fteam ; becaufe it is well known, that expofure to a naked fire, 
however cautioufly it may be managed, deftroys a great part, if 
not the whole, of the embryo germs of feeds. 

3- From the flight opportunities I had of making obferva- 
tions, it appeared that meal, from grain over-dried, after a fhort 
expoftre, more greedily abforbed moifture, and fooner became 
damp, than meal from grain that had been moderately dried. 
Hence that drying by fteam is preferable to any other mode, for 
grain that is to be reduced into meal. 

4. It appears certain, that potatoes may be reduced into 
meal, or flour, capable of being kept any length of time, or of 
being exported to any part of the world. In place of the peftle 
and mortar I employed, they may be ground in any ordinary 
mill, or even converted into the fineft boulted flour, without 
bran or refidue’; becaufe what does not pafs through the boulter, 
can be returned into the ftones, and ground over again. Such 
flour may be made into cakes, puddings, porridge, &c. &c. ; 
or, as has been afcertained by experiments with bruifed pota- 
toes, by having a certain proportion of wheat flour added, it 
may be made into the fineft fermented loaves. Thefe experi- 
ments have only been made with bruifed potatoes; but as, in 
drying by fteam, they did not feem to lofe any thing but water, 
and the only effe&t was a concentration of their principles, it 
feems probable that a fmaller proportion of wheat flour may be 
fufficient to make them ferment into bread, than is neceffary to 
be added to the potatoes when only bruifed. 

But I have an utter averfion to the regions of conjeture, and 
do not with to go an inch beyond the limits of afcertained facts. 

In my many peregrinations through the Highlands and Ifles, 
Ihave often been forced to lament, that our Highland Society 
did not know more of the country they undertook to improve. 
With them, the cry was improve ! improve! without confider- 
ing whether their improvements were either expedient or prac- 
ticable, in the exifting fituation of the country. _In place of im- 
provements, they fhould, in my humble opinion, have begun with 
acquiring an exaCtiknowledge of foils ; the means which nature has 
provided for their fertilization ; the atual ftate of agriculture ; 
and the manners and difpofitions of the people in the extenfive 
diftri&t they undertook to improve. Such knowledge cannot be 
expected from a native of the Highlands, but muft be derived 
ftom ftrangers, who have an eye to ‘difcriminate, and a judg- 
ment to appreciate. Had fuch knowledge of the eer ae 
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les, their exifting ftate, and. natural refources, been laid be- 
fore the public, it would have been eafy to fuggeft improve- 
ments that were not only expedient but pra€ticable. 

I thail only adduce the premiums ifiued for raifing potatoes, 
in the lazy-bed way, on moor or mofs, as an inftance how far 
the exertions of the Society have been mifapplied. 

The Society, having laid down no rales, or plan, by which 
the work fhould be condu€ted, each perfon contending for their 
premiums, proceeded, as whim or conveniency prompted him, 
to mangle and abufe ; and they have actually rendered unfit for 
fubfequent cultivation, confiderable traéts both of mofs and 
moor, on the mainland and‘iflands. Inflead of running ditches, 
to take off the water, they piled up their lazy-beds, fo as to 
raife them above the water; and formed them in fuch crofs and 
whimfical dire€tions, that the land cannot now be cultivated, 
without undoing all they have done, and expending much more 
than it is worth. It was in vain that I remonflrated with many 
of them; pointed out the lines in which they ought to have run 
drains, before they broke the foil; and thowed how they ought 
to have formed their beds in ftraight parailel lines, fo as to ren- 
der the land capable of future aration. I alfo tried to convince 
them of the abfurdity of piling up fuch high mounds of earth, 
where they had only a few miferable tufts of potatoes on the 
top of the mound, while the intermediate fpaces were filled 
with water, like canals. It was in vain, too, I reprefented the 
benefit that would refult from laying thell-fand upon their lazy- 
beds, which was often contiguous to them, and equal, in the 
proportion of its calcareous matter, to the beft lime. * The So- 
ciety had faid nothing about thefe matters,’ was a tick/er, a 
Lnock-em down, which rendered ail, my arguments ineffectual. 
This thews, that when people are in the humour of travelling 
with a bandage about their eyes, they may happen to do harm, 
even with the beft intentions. 

The potato delights in a loofe, friable, though dry foil, and 
in a moift climate. From the ifland of Arran to the Orkneys, 
including the Hebrides, this root, with a few exceptions where 
the foil is unfavourable, attains a degree of perfe€tion feldom 
equalled in other places. In this extenfive tra@t, the modes of 
culture are very various; and the beft may eafily admit of im- 
provement. But here potatoes are feldom.an exchangeable com- 
modity, becaufe they are not within the reach of markets. E- 
very family endeavours to raife as many as will fupply its own 
confumption, and no more. But were the practice of drying 
them on fteam-kilns, in the way I have defcribed, introduced; 
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fo they might export vaft quantities of nutritious vegetable 
food, for the fupply of our cities, our navies, and the Weft In- 
dia market. It does not feem neceffary to grind the potatoes in- 
to meal in thefe regions, as they can be ground where they are 
to be ufed; and, from my experiments, it appeared that the 
dried bits kept fully as well as the meal. 

The quantities of drifted fea-weeds ( fuci) in thefe regions, is 
immenfe ; but at prefent they are only colleéted and applied at 
the time of ploughing and fowing. 1 have feen fuch quantities 
blown on fhore during fummer, that their putrefa&tion on the 
beach infe&ted the air, toa great diftance, with peftilential va- 
pours. Were the people infured in a certain vent for their pro- 
duce, they would fee the propriety of forming them into com- 
pofts with mofs, which compoft would be applicable to every 
foil but mofs ; or they might compoft them with earth or clay 
marl, which abounds in many places, which would make an ex- 
cellent dreffing for mofs, or any foil. As fhell-fand and lime- 
ftone abound in thefe countries, they may either be applied di- 
rectly to the foil, or mixed in the compofts. When the interior 
country is laid open by thofe roads which are forming by the aid 
of Government, excellent thell mar! will be found in many lakes 
and fwamps, which may be applied to the improvement of land. 
There compofts may be made with the dung of cattle ; and com- 
pofts, when judicioufly made and applied, always produce pota- 
toes of a better quality than the putrefcent manure, when ap- 
plied*by itfelf. 

‘The potato is an excellent plant for bringing mofs, or moors 
of a friable foil, into cultivation; and the firft crop generally 
pays all the expence, with prefit. As it thrives fo well in thefe- 
countries, I have no objection that the extenfion of its culture 
fhould be ftimulated by premiums from the Highland Society, 
provided they be fo conducted as not to fet on the people to 
mangle and abufe the land, and render it good for nothing after- 
wards. But I fee no utility in forcing the production of potatoes, 
in countries where they are not convertible into money; and 
where they can only be confumed by the people who raife them. 
Were their weight and bulk reduced, and their fubftance ren- 
dered capable of being preferved any length of time, by fteam 
kilns, their produétion might be ftimulated by premiums, or 
otherwife, to an unlimited extent. 

Were it not to encroach too much upon your time, I could 
fuggeft a plan of a fteam-kiln of this fort, covered with thin 
fheet iron, which would effe€t the obje&s here defcribed, with 
the fmalleft poffible expenditure of fuel. 1 tm confident fuch 
kilns would confume much lef fuel than the common fire-kilns'; 
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and that they might be advantageoufly ufed, not only to dry po- 
tatoes, but pale malt, and every fpecies of grain. 

; Iam, &c. 

-. May 14th, 1804. Projector. 


TO THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 
Reply to the Letter of A. G. on the Subje& of Thrafbing Machines. 
Sir, 


_ As you feem to think that fome notice fhould be taken of the 
letter figned A. G., inferted p. 302, laft Number, I thall, without 
ceremony, prefent a few remarks thereupon. The thrafhing ma- 
chine is undoubtedly the moft important implement poffefled by 
the corn hufbandman ; confequently a few minutes of a rainy 
harveit day cannot be better employed than in examining what 
is faid by Mr A. G. concerning the invention. 

In my two former letters, Vol. IV. p. 128 and 499, I com- 
mented upon Mr A. G.’s communication, Vol. III. p. 428, and 
gave a concife hiftory of the thrafhing machine, which is not 
controverted by him in any material particular: He appears, 
however, to view the hiftory as incomplete, becaufe it is chiefl 
reftri€ted to an account of the endeavours ufed by Mr Mecikle 
to bring it to perfection. Now, allow me to fay, that as almoft 
every thrafhing machine in ufe, fo far as my knowledge reaches, 
is con{tructed agreeably to the principles of the one originally 
devifed by Mr Meikle, I humbly prefume that a detail of the 
meafures ufed by him mutt be held by every impartial perfon as 
conveying a fatisfactory hiftory of the invention. I mentioned 
Mr Meikle’s firft attempt to thrafh by a number of flails, which 
confefledly was unfuccefsful. I pointed out the caufes which 
led him to think that thrafhing might be accomplifhed by fixing 
ftrong beaters on a large cylinder or drum, inftead of having 
loofe and naked fkutchers, as had been attempted by others; 
and defcribed the [cene-or place where the operation. was origi- 
nally executed, and carried fuccefsfully into effet. If I am 
right in thefe things, and the contrary is not dire€tly maintained 
by your correfpondent, I would gravely afk him, what he wants 
to be at? Does he want a hiftory of the conftruGtion and erec- 
tion of eyery individual machine now ufed in Britain? If he 
does, then to be fure my account muft be viewed as defective ; 
for a book bigger even than Rapin’s Hiftory would not be of fuf- 
ficient fize to contain one half of what, under this circumftance, 


would 


a ah eo nao awe ee we eo fa OS a 


ai te wth. dhe am. el 





1804. Riply to the Letter of A. G. on Thrajbing Machines. 4ty® 


would be required. But pray what has the conftruction and erec- 
tion either of his machine or mine to do with the hiftory of the 
invention ? Machines may differ in fize, may have long or fhort 
cylinders, {mall or large wheels and pinions, be worked by one 
horfe or fix, by wind or by water, be furnifhed with the appen- 
dages of rakes or fhakers, and with one or even two pair of fan- 
ners, or with none at all; ftill, after all, notwithftanding thefe dif- 
ferences in fhape and fize, the original principle may be retained. 
The old Northumberland machine which I mentioned, is alto- 
gether laid afide. Mr Stirling’s, in Perthfhire, may be preferv- 
ed, for all that I know; but no perfon can with truth make fo 
much as a comparifon betwixt it and the one afterwards invent- 
ed by Mr Meikle. That Mr Meikle invented the firft machine 
which could be profitably ufed, is unqueftionably true. I admit 
that Mr Ilderton, Mr Oxley and Mr Stirling, had previoufly 
made attempts to conftruét machines, and am fincerely difpofed 
to beftow every manner of praife upon their laudable endeavours, 
though I cannot allow them to have fucceeded. I well remem- 
ber the ftate of the public mind when Mr Meikle’s invention 
was advertifed in 1788, By his friend Mr Walter Rofs. Ih fact, 
many people viewed the whole as a fiction, while others confi- 
dered it as a well-meant endeavour, that could not be realifed ; 
and I muft place myfelf among this clafs, having long remained 
{ceptical conceraing the promifed advantages. Here I may cleat 
up a'miftake fallen into by Mr A. G. Tam nota practical me-~ 
chanic, and know little of theary either: Fam what my’ fignas- 
ture fpeaks me to be; and any little knowledge which ‘T bage' 
about thrafhing machines has been gathered by feduloufly at-* 
tending to their operations. . 
As you have already élucidated what took place betwixt Mr 
Meikle and’ Mr Raftrick, it is unnece{firy for me to fay one word? 
upon that fubject ; except that, in making fuch loofe and’ an-" 
founded allegations, even though borrowed from a printed’ work, * 
your correfpondent did not add much to his own reputation. | 
Something of the like nature’ may be faid refpecting that part’ 
of his communication, wherein he declares, that I have taken“ 
the trouble of inventing a machine for him. To what‘ part of” 
my letrers this relates, Lam at a lofs to difcover;' for every pals” 
fage, quoted as his, feems to be correctly given. I faid,/in my' 
firft letter; that his deta were infafficient to calculate the’ efféGs? 
of any machine ;. and’ proved by figures, the accuracy of whic?’ 
I prefume ‘he will'not callin queftion, that his ‘fecond miachitie’ 
behoved to thrafh a lefs quantity than the one firft’ conftruéled;‘ 
becaufe’ it was endowed with leff velocity. In my fecond letter, 
J animadvefted tpon atidihprovement” fuggefted* b re 
Ee 
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I confidered to be of little utility ; and maintained that no bene- 
fit could be derived from knowing the dimenfions of wheels and 
pinions, unlefs the velocity of the moving power was alfo ex- 
plained. In doing thefe things, I invented no machine for him; 
I merely reafoned upon the particulars furnifhed refpeting thofe 
he had conftruéted and erected; and whether I reafoned cor- 
re@tly or not, cannot be afcertained from the letter now before 
me. Ina vague way, he fays, that a mill built by theory may 
fall fhort of expe€tation when put into practice; the truth of 
which, as a general pofition, I readily allow. Nay more, it 
would not be difficult to bring proofs of its reétitude, even from 
the account given by your correfpondent of his own undertak- 
ings. 

With regard to the comparative utility of {mall and large ma- 
chines, I believe there can be but one opinion among thofe who 
are difpofed to inveftigate the bufinefs with precifion. Perhaps 
{mall machines, in certain cafes, may be ufed with fome degree 
of fuccefs, particularly if barley and oats are only cultivated, or 
where the ftraw is fhort and foft ; but as fhakers and fanners can- 
not be annexed to them, at leaft when worked by one horfe, I 
mutt abide by the opinion formerly given, refpeCting their gene- 
ral inutility. I put it to your correfpondent, whether he thinks 
the grain raifed upon a large corn farm could be thrafhed cheapett 
with one machine worked * fix horfes, or with fix {mall ma- 
chines each worked by one horfe, and requiring the number of 
hands he defcribes. ‘This queftion brings the bufinefs into nar- 
row bounds, and, if anfwered in favour of the large machine, 
as I prefume muft be the cafe, fettles the difpute. In fad, with 
large machines, corn is thrafhed and cleaned at very little more 
expence than is incurred by the cleaning procefs when fmall ma- 
chines are employed ; and granting, for argument’s fake, that in 
both cafes it is equally well thrathed, ftill the faving in fthaking 
and cleaning is an objet of confiderable magnitude. 

I do not think I was wide of the mark when I ftated, that one 
boll of grain per horfe per hour might be taken as a fair average 
of work performed by thrafhing machines. That more may be 
done with fhort oats in every feafon, and with all grains in panti- 
cular feafons, I readily admit ; but, taking feafons as they gene- 
rally happen, and grain according to the proportions ufually raif- 
ed over the kingdom, I muft maimtain oe my calculation was 
tolerably accurate, if regular yr or yokings, not detached 
hours, are to be eftimated. But, allowing I was wrong, what 
benefit does your correfpondent’s argument get thereby? If more 
is thrafhed per horfe per hour than I calculated, the advantage is 


reciprocal. I grapt it would alle my argument in fo ie . 
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applied to flail work ; but this is a branch of the fubje& which 


he has not noticed. 

I am at a lofs to afcertain the benefit that can be gained from 
knowing that Mr William Tunftal has erected a mill which, in 
fix hours, with one horfe, thrafhed fifty bufhels of wheat, or that 
the late Mr Palmer of Matftock invented a mill which was much 
approved of. I fhould be glad to know, whether thefe machines 
were conftructed upon different principles from thofe in common 
ule; if not, the word invented is moft improperly ufed. I fhould’ 
alfo be glad to learn what was the length of Mr Tunftal’s ftraw; 
for if it was cut by the middle, as is cuftomary in many Englifh 
counties, one third more grain might be thrafhed in a given time 
than is practicable in this country. In a word, the quantity 
thrafhed by any machine depends fo much upon the nature of the 
feafon, the climate of the diftri€t, the length of ftraw, and the 
quality of grain, that no juft inference can be drawn from any’ 
ftatement which is not fully and diftinétly circumftantiated. I 
am yours, &c. 

September 1804. ARATOR. 


TO THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


On the Culture and Ufe of Ruta Baga, or Swedifh Turnip. 


Srr, 

I opserveD, in your laft Number, a paper § On the Quality: 
and Ufe of the Sweditfh rot or Ruta Baga,’ and exprefling ' 
much doubt if it is yet fo well known as to be confidered as a crop 
advantageous to the farmer, under the hazardous circumftances: 
which attend its cultivation. ; 

This has induced me, as a prattical farmer, though much en»: 
gaged in other occupations, to beftow an hour in giving you a 

hort account of my experience of this fpecies of turnip. About 
eleven years ago, foon after I knew of the ruta baga being raifed/ 
in Britain, I purchafed an ounce of the feed for one thilling, which 
was fown in my garden. I found it ftood the winter, unaffected 
by the froft, and allowed fome ftocks to ftand for feed. In 1794, I 
had fome drills thereof in the field, and from them tranfplanted a 
confiderable number of the beft ftoeks in a kail-yard, — two or 
three falls of well prepared land. They were generally from 5 to 7 
lib. weight. The winter was uncommonly fevere, and the ipring 
{till more fo, a clofe froft having continued above twelve weeks. 
It happened (as I thought weabotctinately) that a few of my theep 
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got into the yard, and feveral of the turnip were bitten by them. 
I fuppofed thefe would have been immediately deftroyed by the 
froft.. It was not fo. They brought feed; and I had a large 
quantity fuller and better than any tarnip feed f had feen of any 
kind. I gave away fome, fold 20 lib. weight to my feedfman at 
Dumfries, and kept what ferved me for two or three years. I found 
it might be raifed with more certainty than’ any other feed, the root 
not being affected by the froft, which is often fo deftructive to 
other turnip kept for feed; and, the feed ripening later, it was 
not. fo fubje& to the depredation of fmall birds, who feize fo 
greedily upon all early feeds. 

From the year 1796, E had above one acre in the field, and, 
for the laft four or five years, have had from two to four acres. 
Thad them fown in the common way, with the drill plough, 
and the land prepared and managed im all refpeéts'a8 for other tur- 
nip, excepting that the feed was earlier fown. I found it neceflary, 
for bringing them to the beft fize, that they fhould be inthe ground 
the laft week of May or firft week of June, as I live in an inland 
part of the country, about fourteen miles from the fea. In a 
lower climate they might be fown later, but in a higher climate 
they ought to be earlicr. Having heard, feveral years’ fince, that 
they might.be.raifed of greater fize, and more certainly, by tranf- 
planting, like cabbage, from the feed-bed, Ttried it, as I thought, 
fairly, . They did not even grow fo regularly large ; they were at- 
tended with more labour ; and I faw that, ma dry feafon, they 
might be kept too far back, and allowed to grow too large in the 
feed-bed before ‘a feafonable time. was got for tranfplanting. 

I notice, in the paper I have.mentioned, that one’ of the great 
objections to this turnip is, the plants running to feed. I have 
never found that fault. So far as I recolleét, not one turnip in 
an acre has run to feed with me. At all events, I am fure 
that more have not done fo than of common turnip, otherwife that 
L would have obfervétit. . Whether this has-been owing to the time 
or manner of fowing being differént, or their being different kinds 
of feed, I will not venture to fay.. The latter, I think, is moft 

‘obable, as I have heard no perfon make the complaint who ufes 
the fame kind of feed that I have done, © 

| J notice! alfo.ajdoubt exprefled as. to; the quantities grown of 
this turnip;haying increafed for fome years. palt. This‘may be the 
cafe in, fome counties. or diftri¢ts., So; far as I have occafion to ob- 
ferye; it has certainly gained ground, and is fown to a greater ex- 
tent, than’ was, the cafe afew years ago; and I have veal to think 
the practice has increafed very, confide ably further fouth.  Differ- 
ent, perfons, from Chethire, Nottingham, &c. have told meé fo. 
In the London Chronicle, I obferyed Jaf autumn an agricultural 
report, 
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report, where it was ftated, that a certain diftrict in the fouth, 
fix years before, had only eight acres of Swedith turnip, and laft 
year, in the fame diftri€l, there were growing four hundred acres. 

From my experience and ideas of the utility and fuperior qua- 
lities of this plant, I fhould indeed be forry if its culture is not 
extended yet much beyond what at has been. At the fame time, 
I do not think it ought to encroach, in a great degree, upon the 
growth of common turnip, which has been. found, with all its 
effects and confequences, to increafe,the food of man more than 
any other fpecies of plant I have known or heard of. That it re- 
quires all the ingenuity and management of which the farmer is 
capable, and all the wifdom and forefight of the Legiflature, to 
fecure food for the increafing population ef the country, we have 
much experience of ; owing, in a gteat meafure, to our variable 
climate. It is equally obfervable, and felt by farmers, and of- 
ten by people of all ranks,.that our former valuable turnip is not 
proof againft the changes of the weather, and the fevere frofts 
we fometimes have in the fpring; and that a great deficiency 
arifes, from the failure of turnip, of food for cattle required for 
the ufe of the market. ‘his is no doubt a ferious evil, which evil 
is alfo felt by the farmer, in the want ef food for cattle propofed 
to be fatted early on grafs, and for younger cattle which he wifhes 
to difpofe of. Every farmer, experienced in the ufe of turnip, 
knows the efleé&t that even fmall quantities in the pring, given to 
cattle or fheep, haye upon them, when firft laid upon grafs. 
They’ immediately commence to acquire flefh) and bone. The 
want of fuch green food hardens or contracts the fibres; and 
thefe require a confiderable time to relax them, before growth of 
any kind begins. 

Spring food for ftock of all kinds kept upon cultivated farms, 
has been confidered, fince I firit remember, ‘as the greateft want 
that farmers had to encounter, and the want which there was 
leaft profpect of getting fupplied. No article, in my knowledge, 
has appeared to anfwer the purpofe fo well as the one under con- 
fideration. If it does fo, there. are few farmers of experience but 
will allow that it is an. invaluable acquifition to the country - 

In my ufe of Swedith turnips, 1 referve them till the fpring, 
generally the ift of March. I then give them in fome propor- 
tion to all my cattle, to which other turnip had been given in 
the winter. To fatting cattle, the largeft proportion; and to 
young cattley in fmaller quantities. 

In {pring 1803 (my crop of potatoes ‘having been very fhort 
in 1802), I gave ten horfes Swedifh turnips:for fupper for about 
fix weeks, They were equally fond of them as they are of po- 


Ee 3 tatoes, 





424 On the Culture and Ufe of Ruta Baga. Nov. 


tatoes, and anfwered as good a purpofe in all refpeés. They 
were clean wafhed, and broke a little in a tub with a tharp fpade, 
fo as the horfes teeth might readily get hold of them. ‘This 
laft {pring, being fomewhat afraid of a fcarcity of fodder, par- 
ticularly for a number of cattle which had got a few common 
turnips through winter, I determined, about the 1ft of March, 
to try my Swedifh turnip, and to ufe them with economy, fo as 
to fecure a fupply of food till the grafs feafon arrived. For this 
purpofe, I took up thofe which grew upon a fall of land, and 
having weighed the produce, I arranged the quantity to be given 
‘daily to the whole of my cattle and fheep. In this way, 1 had 
a fuitable fupply, till the whole was either fold or Jaid upon 
grafs. I had three acres in all, the produce of which amounted 
to 14,400 ftone weight. I need hardly fay what would have 
been my difficulty, firuated as | was with a large ftock of cattle 
in hand, had I not been provided with a fuitable quantity of this 
beneficial article. In faét, a few acres at that critical period 
of the year infures an advantage to the ftock farmer, not to be 
obtained by the culture of any other variety of fpring food. 
Here, however, I have to relate, that, for the firft time, I 
found, this fpring, feveral of the turnip failed, occafioned pro- 
bably by the uncommon variablenefs of the weather. Some 
part of the ground was of a loamy foil, and there the fail- 
ure was greateft, though it took place alfo partially upon 
what was of a gravelly nature. This firft failure, though it 
did not feem to exceed one hundredth part of the crop, is 
a fevere difappointment. I can affure you, however, that I 
‘have formerly had them half, or more, eaten by theep; while 
the remaining parts continued good and firm for feveral weeks 
after, and were not, in that ftate, injured by froft. If the fail- 
ure of a few of them this year niles from our climate having 
altered the nature of the plant, the fame feed having been con- 
tinued and grown for ten or twelve years, this may b correct- 
ed, by getting a freth fupply from Sweden ; and if that is found 
to anfwer the purpofe (like a renewal of Polith or Friefland 
oats), we need be at no lofs to have the root in its perfe€tion, 
I have only to add, that I remain, 
Sir, 
Your moft humble fervant, 
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Dumfriesfoire, gth Fuly 1804, 
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TO THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


On the Propriety of Bruifing Oats with a Machine, for fuch Horfes 
as do not Grind them fufficiently with their Teeth. 
Sr, 


Havinc fome time ago heard the above fubject difcuffed in a fo- 
ciety of refpectable farmers, I was rather furprifed to find much 
difference of opinion, on a queftion which might have been fo 
eafily decided by experiment. 

It was contended by fome, that oats vegetated on a dunghill, 
after pafling whole through the ftomach of a‘horfe. And,-on 
the other hand, it was ftated, that although whole oats weré to 
be found in horfe-dung, they had parted with their farinaceous 
and nutritive properties in their paffage through the horfe, and 
were become cither empty hufks, or contained only an infignifi- 
cant portion of mucilage, without any power of vegetation; 
and that the oats growing on dunghills were fuch as had fallen 
from the horfes’ mouths while feeding. 

I beg leave to ftate, that I accidentally noticed a large quan- 
tity of whole oats in fome dung juft paffed from a horfe, and, 
upon examining them, they appeared to be quite found: I there. 
upon had the dung mixed with mould in a garden-pot, and, in 
about a fortnight, the oats began to vegetate very freely, and 
are at this time two or three inches above ground. 

It is not convenient to me-to follow up this experiment, and 
I therefore confine my ftatement to faying, that oats have vege- 
tated after paffing through one of my horfes. 

This fact muft have been repeatediy afcertained ; but as it is 
by no means generally received, you may think it worth while 
to take further notice of it; and fince it is conneéted with very 
important confiderations in the branch of agriculture relative to 
feeding, it cannot be too frequently imprefled on your readers. 

From the above, I am induced to fuggeft the utility of bruif- 
ing all grain that is to be given to horfes, fo as the full benefit 
of the nutritive matter therein contained may be procured. I 
am, yours, &c, T. N. P. 


TO THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


Thoughts on the Quantity of Grain required to Seed a 
Scotch Acre of Lana. 


Sir, 


Encouracep by the favourable reception of my former let- 
ters under different fignatures, 1 again venture to addrefs you, 


Ee4 refpecting 
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refpecting the quantity of grain required to feed a Scotch acre 
of land, which I truft will be thought deferving a place in your 
Magazine. 

It is obvious, that, in order to render our lands-as produCtive 
as poflible, due attention fhould be paid to every part of the 
farming procefs, from the breaking up of the ground by the 
plough, to the carrying of the crop to market. No doubt, fome 
parts.of the farmer’s diverfified labours, deferve more accurate 
attention than others; but it fhould. be a maxim with every one, 
* that whatever he does, he fhould endeavour to do it well.’ 

Very little obfegvation may ferve to convince one,, that many 
errors are committed by farmers, with regard both to the quan- 
tity,, and to the equal diftribution of the precious feed. . To 
judge by the practice of fome people, one would be led to fuf- 
pect, that they thought nothing elfe neceffary for enfuring a good 
crop, than to fow liberally; while others again, by the carelefs 
smanner in which they diftribute the feed, we would be ready to 
conclude, that they thought preparing the ground for its recep- 
tion all that.was neceflary. 1 remember that, not many years 
ago, acertain extenfive farmer, and he not low in the liit of 
fame, ‘maintained, that five firlots of oats were no more than 
fufficient to fow a Scots. acre, and he ufed to condemn the prac- 
tice of fuch as fowed a {maller quantity. A boll, nay even 
five firlots of wheat, is fill fowno by fome upon the acre; fix or 
feven firlots of peas and beans; .and almoft, a boll of barley. 
Now, Mr Condu@or, I am clearly of opinion, that fuch enor- 
mous loads of feed, inftead of, contributing to an abundant crop, 
-muft tend to diminifh it, No doubt, regard thould be paid to 
the nature of the foil.and climate: Some foils and fituations re- 
quiring thicker fowipg than others ; but, in general, I) will fay, 
and I fpeak from long practice, that a much lefs quantity than 
what is ufually fown is fufficient for feeding the ground. . When 
land is kept in good order, by proper, tillage, and a judicious 
rotation, and when due attention .js paid to diftribute the feed 
equally, I will.yenture to recommend the following quantities 
of each grain upon the Scots acre, taking it for granted that the 
feed is frefh and well dreffed, and that the climate is fuch as 
we enjoy in the middle diftriGt of Ealt-Lothian. ——-- - < 

Firft, then, with regard to wheat, if fown when the land is 
fufficiently dry, and before the middle of Ogtober, I would re- 
commend three firlots per acre, as a good average quantity—I 
fay average quantity ; for in this the farmer muft ‘be guided by 
his own judgement, in regulating the quantity by the feafon he 
fows in. If he is difpofed to fow his fallows fo early as from 
the middle to the end of September, ten pecks will be — 
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fully fufficient for an acre; but if he defers fowing till the mid- 
dle of the following month, three firlots will not be too much. 
Wheat after peas or beans, if the land is clean and fufficiently dry, 
will not require to be thicker fown than on fallow; but if fown 
later than the middle of October, more feed fhould be given, 
as the rifk of fome of it perifhing is greater after that time.. If 
wheat is nat fown before the fpring, a greater quantity. of feed 
may be neceffary, as thick fowing haftens the progrefs of the 
crop to maturity; and I thould not think fourteen pecks more 
than enough, if fown at that feafon.. adly, With regard to bar- 
ley, I would recommend ten pecks per acre on dunged and well 
fallowed land, and eleven pecks,, er three firlots, on land that 
had been peas or beans the preceding year. 3d/y, As to the 
quantity of oats per acre, perhaps, may be thought rather de- 
viating from. the fure road of experience, when I venture to ree 
commend a fmaller quantity than one. boll per acre; but from 
my, own practice on {uch lands as are not deemed fitteft for thin 
fowing, being moftly thin clay ona, cald bottom, interfperfed 
with {pots of loim on aracky bottom, I have frequently fowa 
at the rate of three firlots per acre, without having reafon to 
complain of want of fuccefs: however, in this as in. every other 
cafe, the practical farmer muft exerdife his own judgement to 
determine the proper quantity, by the ftate of the ground in the 
time of fowing. For there is not the leaft doubt, that confider- 
ably lefs feed will fuffice in a favourable, than in a backward, 
wet, and untoward feafon, In general, however, I have no hefi- 
tation in aflerting, that, in an ordinary feed-time, fourteen pecks 
of oats are perfectly fufficient for an acre. Of the kind called 

otato oats, I reckon ten pecks a large enough quantity. Having 
had Jittle experience in the fowing of the other early kinds of oats, 
I fhall:be filent concerning.them. But let me again obferve, that 
great care fhould, be taken to cover the ground as equally with 
the feed as poflible ; for if done in a flovenly and carelefs man- 
ner, it muft be evident, that no given rules as to quantity can be 
of any ufe. , And here allow me to notice the. folly and vanity of 
fome people, who pique themfelyes on being thought great 
fowers, and will tell you with great felf-approbation, of their 
having fown fuch and fuch quantities in a given time ; never re- 
colle€ling, that, however ftrong a proof iuch feats may be of 
their bodily powers, they for the moft part betray a proportional 
want of judgement in the diftribution of the feed; and, inftead 
of being gainers by fuch violent exertions, they very often throw 
away as many firlots of corn as they fow acres, befides injuring 
the future crop. It will be needlefs to point out what a iaving 
to the nation, as well as to individuals, three ox four pecks per 
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acre would be; and, in many cafes, I have not the fmalleft doubt 
fuch favings might be made with the greateft propriety. But, in 
order to attain this end, let all attempts to aftonifh the world by 
great feats in fowing be for ever debarred, and let the attention 
of the farmer be dire€ted to diffeminate the grain with the great- 
eft poffible exaétnefs ; and, for this purpofe, let him not difdain 
to be an example (if capable) to his fervarits himfelf; and thus, by 
going along with them in this pleafant part of his operations, and 
frequently cafting his eye over their performances, he will not 
fail, in fome degree, to prevent that flovenly method of fowing 
which fome people have, the effeéts of which has often met my 
eye, when I have had occafion to view their fields after feed-time. 
I have deferred mentioning peas and beans to the laft, as they are 
feldom fown to advantage in the broadcaft way, and fhould there- 
fore, always when practicable, be fown in drills, and horfe and 
hand-hoed between the rows. Some inftances may occur, of 
good crops of both peas and beans, and even the land left’ in 
good order after them, in the broadcaft way ; but I believe I may 
venture to fay, that three times out of four they leave the land in 
bad order for a following crop, which is certainly a good reafon 
for preferring the drilled hufbandry with refpe€& to them. As to 
the quantity proper to be fown on an acre, the general practice 
is, in my opinion, to fow them too thick in the row; no lefs than 
fix firlots being by moft farmers thought neceffary. As far as my 
experience goes, I would prefer a {maller quantity, and would 
not be afraid of my crop turning out deficient for want of feed, 
if at leaft a firlot was kept back from every acre. I cannot fay, 
that I have ever made any experiment of the produce from differs 


ent rates of fowing; but, fo far as I am capable of judging, from’ 


infpeétion of the growing crops at the different rates above men- 
tioned, I do not think I am deciding rafhly, when I give the pre- 
ference to the rates I have recommended. I have fometimes 
thought thafa~machine might be devifed for fowing corn more 
equally, than it is perhaps poflible, efpecially in windy weather, 
to do by the hand ; and, at the fame time, to depofit it at a due 
depth in the ground, quite out of the reach of pigeons, birds, 
&c. ; but as I have no mechanical turn, I only fuggeit the hint. 
Perhaps, not a fmall number of your readers may think the 
rates of fowing recommended in this letter are rather below the 
golden medium. ‘To fuchI can only fay, that what I have writ- 
ten is the refult of my own experience; and, however defec- 
tive it may appear in point of valuable information, I flatter 
myfelf you will not think it inconfiftent with the nature of your 
widely diffufed Publication. Withing you and your readers all 
good things, Iam, &c. Araror, junior. 


TO 
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TO THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


On the Nature, Improvement, and Qualities of different Soils proper 
Sor Rearing Sheep. 


Letter II. 
Sir, . 

REFERRING you to my former letter, vol. IV. p. 300, I fhall 
now proceed to {peak of thofe kinds of herbs, the effeéts where- 
of on the conftitution of fheep are fomewhat fimilar to thofe of 
heath, and which are often found on the fame foil with it. The 
principal ones are bent, ling, and deer-hair. Thefe are the names 
by which they are known in this neighbourhood ; but I fufpe& 
they are only provincial ones, and that the fame plants or herbs 
may be known by different names in different diftriéts ; there- 
fore, in order to prevent miftakes, I fhall endeavour to give a 
fhort defcription oh cath as I proceed. 

Bent may be divided into three kinds. The moft valuable is 
that called frool-bent, whofe root forms a kind of cylindrical cluf- 
ter, partly above and partly below the furface of the ground, 
about one inch in length, and a quarter of an inch in diameter. 
From this root {pring a number of fmall. green leaves, which 
fpread from the centre in an oblique direction; and, in the 
months of June and July, a fmall round ftalk arifes from the 
root, in the middle of the leaves, extending to about a foot in 
height, which bloffoms in July, feeds in Auguft, and decays in 
September. This fpecies is not confined to any particular foil ; 
for though it is found, in greateft abundance, on dry brittle mofs, 
with a {mall mixture of fand, yet it is alfo obferved on clays and 
gravels ; rarely, however, on the latter, as the poroufnefs of the 
furface is unfavourable to its growth. 

This kind of bent may juftly be reckoned among the moft va- 
luable plants which a mofly foil produces, being a ready and 
healthy fpecies of food at almoft all feafons; for even in Janu- 
ary, February, and March, when moft herbs have fuffered great- 
ly from the feverity of the feafon, it lofes little of its verdure, 
and confequently affords a fupply of green food at a time when 
it is otherwife very fcarce. It hath alfo this advantage over 
heath, that the fheep bred thereon feed to a greater weight, and 
carry more wool than thofe reared upon the former, and are 
not fo apt to turn lean in April, that critical period of the year. 
I cannot, however, omit noticing, that, after the beginning of 
April, the ewe generally gives the preference to herbage of a 
more juicy and nutritive nature, as being neceffary to bring and 
keep upon her a fufficiency of milk to aes the lamb. To 
ebtain this end fhe fpares no pains ; but wanders about and in- 
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veftigates every corner of the lands to which the has accefs, of. 
ten at the hazard of her life. This inftinétive, nice, difcrimi- 
nating power of the ewe, in feeking after fuch food as is beft 
adapted to her prefent fituation, exhibits a ftriking proof of that 
care and attention which is exercifed by Nature over all her 
works. 

Refle€ting on the hardy netane at this plant, which is feldom 
injured by winter froft, I am inclined to think it may be propa. 
gated on land not previoufly prepared by tillage. On this point, 
indeed, I {peak not from experience, but only hazard an opi- 
nion. It certainly, however, merits a trial; and, if found to 
anfwer, would be a great acquifition to the Highland farmer; 
as it is well known, that in high-lying grounds, expofed to the 
north and eaft winds, the grafs is but thin and naughty, even 
in funymer, and for the moit part unfit for pafture in winter; 
whereas this fpecies of bent not only yields more food in fum- 
mer than any kind of grafs that will grow in fuch fituations, but 
is infinitely Eiperior during the winter and {pring months. The 
latter end of March or beginning of April may be confidered as 
the moft proper fowing feafon, provided the weather is wet; as 
the feeds, being carried down by the rains to the roots of the 
fog or mofs, would thereby be fecured, in fome degree, from 
the effects of future drought, and might be expedted to vege- 
tate in fafety. I will not pretend to put this plant in competi- 
tion with the more fucculent and nutritive grafles, which are 
now generally cultivated on all fheep farms, where the foil and 
climate allow ; yet its great utility as green food in the {pring 
months, might perhaps warrant a partial propagation of it, even 
in the moft favoured fituations. 

The next fpecies I fhall take notice of is called white bent. 
Perhaps it has acquired this name from having always a white 
and withered appearance at top, even when it is green, and 
{pringing at bottom. The root, which is generally long, fends 
out a valt number of {mall ftalks, about a foot long, and not 
much thicker than horfe hair. .This kind of bent feems to 
thrive beft on the foils already noticed, as moft adapted to the 
production of /ool-bent ; but its value for pafturage is far infe- 
rior to that of the laft mentioned plant. Indeed, it yields fo 
little food, that fheep feldom pafture upon it unlefs it hath been 
recently burnt, or in time of fnow, or during fpring, when the 
want of a fufficiency of other food compels them to feek dili- 
gently into its roots. 

‘The lait fpecies of bent is ufually called flying bent, from its 
light, floating nature, and the confequent eafe with which it 1s 
driven by the wind. It fprings in May, and is fit for paf- 
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turage from that time to near the latter end of Auguft, after 
which it is good for nothing. ‘Though not quite fo common as 
the two other kinds, yet it is to be found in fome places, in con- 
fiderable quantities. It delights moft in a foil compofed of mofs. 
and earth, incumbent on a firm bottom of earth and gravel, and 
is obferved to abound more in low than high grounds. Like 
white bent, it cannot be. too often burnt; for if this prattice is 
negleéted only for a few years, the accumulated produce of thefe 
feafons renders the foil fo coarfe and unproductive, that theep 
feldom pafture upon it; and, what they do get, affords but little 
nourifhment. Some foils are confiderably benefited, by grafs and 
weeds being allowed to rot upon them; but this does not feem 
to be the cafe with mofly ones; for it is found from experience, 
that the more old grafs or other decayed vegetables there is up- 
on the furface, fo much the worfe is the produce of that feafon- 

Ling, which I am next to confider, is exclufively the produc- 
tion of mofs foils; efpecially fuch as are flat, wet and deep. It 
produces fmall ftalks, with black oval heads, known here by the 
name of mofs-crop. 'Thefe ftalks, being among the firft vernal 
productions, are eagerly fought after by theep, even to the en- 
dangering of their lives, in holes and morafles. In May they 
are covered with a white downy fub{tance, nothing inferior to 
the fineft cotton; but from and after that time fheep are not 
difpofed to ¢at them. Ling is proper for food from the begin- 
ning of March to the latter end of Autumn, and even before 
and after thefe times, if the weather is frefh and mild; for fo 
ftrong’are the vegetative powers. of this plant, and fo great is 
the influence of the weather upon it, that a wonderful altera- 
tion takes place ina few frefh days. in Spring, fheep receive 
much nourifhment from its roots, which they pull up and eat 
with great avidity, as they are then freth and nutritive. It is 
excellent food for lean fheep, being of a more coftive nature 
than young grafs, yet not lefsnouriihing ; of courfe it feeds as 
well, and at the fame time preferves from the ruth or diarrhea, 
a very formidable difeafe, to lean hogs in particular. 

There are other plants common in morafles, and even in wet 
meadow lands, where the foil is a little inclined to mofs, which 
produce ftalks-and flowers fimilar to thofe of ling, and are clothe 
ed with the fame downy fubttance ; but as they do not. appear 
to be relifhed by fheep, it is unneceffary to take farther notice 
of them. 

Deer-hair is neatly of the fhape and fize of ling, and is fome- 
times found ina flat deep mofs along with it, though oftener in 
a mofs foil more dry and tenacious, which it feems to prefer to 
all others. It fpringy about the middle of April, bloffoms as 
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the latter end of May, and is fit for pafture from that time to 
September. 

‘There is alfo another fpecies of grafs called /word-gra/s, pecu- 
liar to a mofs foil, and of a more nutritive nature than any of the 
former, but is rarely found in the -fouth of Scotland, though a- 
bounding in many parts of the Highlands. It fprings and decays 
much about the fame time as deer-hair. The root fpreads and 
divides itfelf into different branches, from each of which, at cer- 
tain periods, four leaves or piles generally fpring. Thefe leaves 
are about five inches long and one-eighth broad, refembling thofe 
of pry, an evergreen peculiar to bogs. This fimilarity, however, 
lafts only for about three months, after which the former become 
yellow and decay, while the latter retain all their native vigour. 
As this plant is juicy and palatable, fheep are very fond of it, 
though it can be confidered as an article of food only for the 
above mentioned period. 

Having already noticed the modes of improvement which I 
conceive to be beit adapted to each of the above mentioned plants, 
it remains only, upon this part of the fubje€t, to make one or 
two general obfervations, applicable to them all. 

The firft and principal improvement, then, which I would re- 
commend, is frequent burning. . This ought to be done early in 
April, or rather in March, if the weather will allow ; for when 
the operation is deferred till the feafon is far advanced, the young 
item, being confiderably above ground, is rather fcorched than 
burnt, and thereby rendered unfit for food. The advantage refult- 
ing from this practice, to white bent, flying bent, ling, and deer- 
hair, may be viewed as very confiderable; it being uniformly 
found that thefe plants maintain moft ftock the feafon in which 
they have been burnt. With refpeét to ftool-bent, however, it 
is doubtful if burning can be performed in fuch a way as to prove 
beneficial. ‘This plant being perennial, confequently always green, 
is rather {corched than burnt, unlefs it happen to be mixed with 
fuch a number of annuals as will afford a fufficiency of combuf- 
tible matter for bringing the procefs to perfe€tion. 

Drainage tends greatly alfo to the improvement of fuch paftures 
as I have been treating of, as it carries off all fuperfluous water, 
and prevents the food from being locked up by ice in time of: 
froft. Much judgment, however, is required, to know when it 
can be done to advantage ; as, in fome cafes, the benefit received 
will not prove an adequate indemnification to the expence.incut, 
red. In general it may be faid, that, on all foils abounding with 
heath, ftool-bent and ling, on which there is much dependence 
for winter meat, the procefs of draining is warrantable, and 
will certainly repay in no great number of years; but that, where’ 
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dear-hair prevails, which is only fit for fummer food, the opera- 
tion is not fo neceflary, as a fuperabundance of water rarely pre- 
vents accefs to all paftures at that feafon of the year. I would 
recommend the drains to be made eighteen inches wide at top, 
and of about the fame depth, floping in the fides, fo as to meet 
in an angular point at bottom; but where the fubfoil is clay or 
gravel, it would be preferable to have them about a f{pade breadth 
wide at bottom alfo. I remain your friend and fervant, 


S. L. 








TO THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER'S MAGAZINE. 


Detached Thoughts on the Syftem purfued by Mechanics in Scotland, 
in Profecuting and Executing their Works of Labour. 


Sir, 


Ir was with much pleafure I read, in your laft Magazine, a 
paper, entitled, * Confiderations on Regulating the Value of La- 
bour,’ chiefly regarding mechanics in the Highlands of Scotland, 
which contained fuch ufeful information and found argument, 
as muft convince every impartial reader, that the writer was com- 
plete matter of his fubject; and I fincerely hope, that he will 
continue to fupply your entertaining and ufeful Magazine with 
the fruits of his inveftigations, which muft be truly valuable to 
the public. : 

From the perufal of the above paper, I was led into a train’ 
of thinking concerning the conduct of mechanics (I allude chief- 
ly to mafons and carpenters) in the Low Countries. _ I fhall there- 
fore beg leave to lay before the public my fentiments on this fub- 
ject, through the medium of your intelligent publication. 

Should a country gentleman defign to build a houfe of refidence 
for himfelf, or erect a fet of farm-offices upon any part of his 
property, he will probably firit apply for a plan, and then engage 
with a mafon and carpenter to execute their refpeétive fhares of 
work, according to contraét. No doubt but both thefe mechanics 
(though at the time they have more work from others than they 
ean poflibly overtake) will engage to finifh his bufinefs by a ftated 
period. Well; the eftimates are given in, and apparently cor- 
rectly made, ‘To work they fall. At firft, the employer fees a 


number of good hands; and things go on fwimmingly, to his 
great fatisfaction. In a fhort time, however, the pidture is re- 
verfed ; hands drop off daily ; till at laft the work is almoft at a 
fand. If the matter carpenter or mafom is called for, the excufe 
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is, (with a low bow and a penitential face)—* Oh, Sir, Mr fuch- 
a-one’s houfe wants only a week’s work to finifh, which will be 
done immediately, when my hands will come back reinforced, 
and your Honour will never know that they have been ab- 
fent.’ ‘I'his is fo far, however, from being the cafe, that by de- 
lay in finithing the work at the ftated terms, there comes to be a 
nullity in the contract. Here is a fine piece of work.—But, be- 
fore touching upon this point, let us examine the caufe of delay, 
in thus running from one employer’s bufinefs to another’s, and 
undertaking, nay foliciting, bufinefs which they can never pro- 
perly accomplifh. It originates in the auri Jacra fames, which 
may be literally tranflated Ae//-fire greed, and a total want of prin- 
ciple. For, in our fifter kingdom, a tradefman, when applied to, 
will decline work, if he has more on hand than he can proper! 

overtake. But it is feldom (I am forry to fay it) that the like fair 
dealing is fhown by Scotith mafons and carpenters, who, gratp- 
ing at every job which prefents itfelf, feldom do their work to 
purpofe, and thus injure and difpleafe their cuftomers. . 

To recur to the breach in the contract through delay.— 
The eftimates being brought again into play, perhaps there is a 
{mall deviation from the agreement, either in the plaftering of a 
partition, or erecting a prefs, or in fimilar things of trifling mag- 
nitude : then the employer. is told, with a grave face, that this 
was the caufe of the delay, and that the contract, having been 
thus originally pafied from, he can have no recourfe for a penal- 
ty. Perhaps the law will hold the fame language too. 

Now, let us proceed to examine the work according to the ef- 
timates.—Before finally fettling with the contractors, we fhall 
fuppofe all is well, and properly, though not timeoufly, finithed. 
The employer is {till willing to pay according to eftimate ; but, 
to his vatt turprife, a long account of extra items is handed to 
him—‘ Six, I thought every thing had been minutely mentioned 
in the eftimates : what is the meaning of this?) Why, here are 
items for lintels to doors and windows: how the devil’do you 
hang them without lintels?’ In anfwer to this—* Sir, doors aré 
doors, and windows are windows; but there is no mention of 
lintels in the eftimate, &c. &c. But, Sir, that there may be no 
words betwixt us, do you call one impartial tradefman, and f 
will call another, and let them judge impartially betwixt us. * 
I need not tell the employer what probable redrefs he will get .irt 
doing fo: that is fufficiently well known to the public in general. 

If dire neceflity compels the having recourfe to the Sheriff- 
court, he will perhaps, inftead of amending his mew, bring att 
old houfe about his.ears. For going to law is like a fheep : efcap- 
ing from, a:thicket of brambles. “He may perhaps come — 
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hurt, but is fure to leave the beft of his wool behind him. And 
though the poor fheep is thus the means of clothing the men o! 
the law, yet he may be thankful he did not alfo garnifh the: 
tables. 
Thus, Sir, have I endeavoured to point out the too con 
faults of our mafons and carpenters; and though there may 
no proper remedy for fuch their illicit pra€tices, yet, as your § 
gazine is univerfally read by all claffes of men, this paper 
perchance meet the eyes of fome of thefe delinquents ; and 
it tends, in any degree, to ftop the torrent of fuch abufes, ¢! 
public will be gainers; for I am of opinion with Mr Pope, 
that there are many; 
* Who, fafe from the bar, the pulpit and the thrones 
Yet are touch’d and fham’d by ridicule alone. ’ ‘ 
I am, Sir, your very humble fervant, 
A Country GENTLEMAN. 


TO THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


Letter from Sir George Stewart Mackenzie, Bart. concerning the 
Price of Labour. 


Sir, 


ALTHOUGH, in the paper of Pol-GEconomicus, there appears 
fome degree of contempt, yet I could readily excufe this in a man 
of abilities fo fuperior to mine, were it not that I am not confcious * 
of having laid myfelf open to have my principles attacked in the 
manner they are by your correfpondent. I value the opinion of : 

a man daily engaged in the purfuits of agriculture, and who has 
not only difplayed much knowledge in his profeflion, but who ath 
feems alfo to have made himfelf well acquainted with the princi- ‘tt 
ples of political ceconomy, more than the opinion of one who 

ipeculates in his clefet, without having any knowledge of active 

life, and the various circumftances that overthrow the plans of the 

theorift. On this account, Iam glad that, in your note to my 

firft letter; you agree with me concerning the advance in the price 

of labour. Farfrom cherifhing illiberal principles refpeCting any 

concern of life, I believe not even your correfpondent feels more 

anxiety than myfelf to fee farmers properly and comfortably lodg- 

ed, and having every poffible convenience for carrying on the o- 

perations of agriculture. Your correfpondent has forgotten, that 

it was on account of the farmer I regretted the advance in the iii 
price of labour, and not that I wifhed to deprive him of the com- Pf 
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fort which the cultivators of the foil are well entitled to enjoy. 
I regretted that the demands of workmen put it out of our power 
to grant to tenants the accommodations they ought to have. 
Why am I then attacked, in common with all Highland proprie- 
tors, for illiberality towards our tenants ? 

Hac there been fuflicient grounds for the late advance in the 
price of labour, I fhould have been the laft to grumble. In my 
iecond letter, I mention the appeal of workmen to the price of 
provifions, as an apology for their increafed demands. Whatever 
may actually be the relation (if any) between the price of labour 
and the price of provifions, it appears pretty evident, that, im the 
inftances complained of, the workmen themfelves look upon the 
latter as regulating the price of the former. As I think abftraé& 
fpeculations are foreign to the purpofe of your Magazine, I for- 
bear faying any thing on this fubject. -F thall only ftate, that there 
are two queitions : Has the price of provifioris any effet on the 
price of labour? and, Ought the price of provifions to have any 
effect on the price of ‘labour? The difcuflion of thefe I leave to 
Pol-GEconomicus. 

I beg leave to inform your correfpondent, that we require no 
light from clofet {peculators, to exhibit to us what effect the ex- 
ecution of the Caledonian Canal will have in meliorating the con- 
dition of the Highlands.’ Ayrihire is at fo great a diftance, that 
we cannot fuppote a political ceconomift there, can render ufeful 
his fpeculations on the condition of the North Highlands ; at leaft, 
unlefs he can exhibit fome acquaintance with the nature, the 
manners and cuftoms of the country, the different relations of 
the inhabitants to each other, and many other particulars, a com- 
plete knowledge of which are neceflary for Pol-GEconomicus, be- 
fore he can make his difcuffion of any importance. At all events, 
I hope he will addrefs it to the world, and not to Highland pro- 
prietors in particular, whom, on the whole, he does not feem to 
hold ia very high eftimation. 

As to our apprehenfions, that, without fome caution, the exe- 
eution of the Caledonian Camal would raife the price of labour, 
i muft inform your correfpondent that they were not ill-founded. 
Thofe who had charge of the work faw the danger; and, by fix- 
ing the price of day-labour at a moderate fum for the fpecies of 
work, removed our fears ; and now that grand undertaking pro- 
ceeds with rapidity. 1 confefs that I am now more of your opi- 
nion, that the value of labour fhould be left to find its own level, 
becaufe I have begun to experience that it wi/l find its level, as 1 
fhall prefently mention. I do not mean to follow Pol-CEconomicus 
through his ftatement of the caufes which enhance the price of la- 
bour; becaufe I never doubted, that, where they exi/t, - circumiftane 
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ces he has enumerated will raife the price of labour. I fhall onl 
fay, that, when I laid my complaint, wove of the cautes he has {tated 
exifted, which, perhaps, he may believe; when he has read the 
following cafe, which has happened to myfelf. 

I have for feveral years continued to employ the mafon who 
long worked for my father, and he was fo good a workman 
that I never wilhed to employ any other; and he was fo far 
fatisfied with the profpects he had, that he afked a {mall farms 
which I gave to him. Laft year, his demands appeared to me 
very extravagant. He had not to complain .of inconflancy of 
employment, being obliged to work far from home in the midft 
of an £ untheltered heath,’ or to labour under any of the difads 
vantages pointed out fo feelingly by your correfpondent. On the 
contrary, he had only to take an agreeable walk through fertile 
fields, and by § the living haunts of men.’ At the commences 
ment of this feafon, he told me that he could not work for me, 
unlefs I agreed to give him three guineas per rood; and he en- 
forced his demand by adding, that this was the county price. I 
told him that it might be fo, and that I hoped he would procure 
many jobs, but that I had none for him at that rate. A mafon 
from another county came to me, and faid that he would do my 
work for two guineas per rood. Having inquired into his charac- 
ter and profeflional tkill, I clofed with him; and he is at this mo- 
ment at work, and has obtained a variety of other jobs. Here, 
then, is a moft fortunate occurrence. Our people, feeing that a 
competition is created again{ft them by ftrangers, will, I hope, 
return to their fenfes; and the price of labour come to a pro- 
per level. Is it illiberal policy in me, or any perfon, to em- 
ploy a man who will work one third cheaper than another? 
Would your learned correfpondent, for the fake of enforcing his 
maxims, give three guineas for what might be obtained for two! 
Pol-GEconomicus would make you believe, that I confounded a 
combination of the workmen and a competition of the matters, 
and crows moft luftily at this important difcovery. The fact is 
this: The workmen did pofitively fettle that they would demand 
an increafe of wages, and the maitets had no {pirit to compete 
with each other, but quietly acquiefced in the demands of the 
men, and increafed their own demands on their employers. ‘There 
was no fuch thing as a competition among the matters, nor did 
there exift * a natural combination not to raife the wages.’ I 
rather imagine that the matters are indifferent about, it, or would 
be glad of the plea of an increafe of wages, in order to raife their 
rates, which they generally do in an increafing proportion, as 
wages rife, and, of courfe, derive larger profits when wages are 
high, than when they are low. 
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From what I have ftated, I believe the ‘ agreement of country 
gentlemen among themfelves to counteract the extravagant de- 
mands of workmen,’ will not appear to have had any bad effects, 
except fubjecting fome of our countrymen to pretty fevere pu- 
nifhment, by preferring ftrangers to them. Happy would we be 
im employing our own people while they continued to be reafon- 
able ; but we fhall never encourage extravagance and impofition. 
We fhall never, by encouraging thefe, deprive the lower ranks 
from having their little jobs executed at a moderate price. 

Should Pol-Cconomicus favour us with any future difcuffion on 
the value of labour, I hope he will not overlook what I mention 
m my fecond letter, the appeal of the workmen to the price of 
provifions, as the ftandard by which they regulate the value of 
their labour. 

I may conclude by thanking your correfpondent for having tak- 

‘en up the fubje&t I have ftarted, and for treating me, on the 
whole, with temper and moderation, although it appears difficult 
to refift occafionally taking a hit in the dark, efpecially when a lit- 
tle Latin fticks at the finger ends. This is of little confequence. 
If Pol-GEconomicus thinks that I have advanced any principles 
injurious to public improvement, he will do me a fingular favour 
by writing to me a private letter; and if, in a private difcuflion, 
I thould difcover that I am wrong, I fhall gladly acknowledge my 
error in your Magazine, and alfo my debt to your correfpondent. 
The refult of fuch a difcuffion will fatisfy molt of your readers ; 
and it is not perhaps proper to take up too many of your pages 
with abftraé& fubjects. 

I truft you will forgive my requeft, that you will favour us with 
your opinion on the fubjeét under difcuffion. I know your cor- 
refpondent will not quarrel with me for appealing to you, who 
have made the Farmer’s Magazine what it is, and who at all times 
feem difpofed to admit every fair and amicable difcuffion. 


Hec tibi erunt artes ; pacifque imponere morem, 
Parcere fubjelis, et debellare fuperbos. 
T remain, Sir, with refpe&, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
Coul, 3d Sept. 1804. Georce STeEwarT MAcKENZIBE. 


NOTE. 


Tue Conductor, agreeable to the requeft of his refpectable 
correfpondent, tended to have offered a few remarks upon the 
above communication, and the one therein referred to; but 

preflure 


> 
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preffure of bufinefs prevents him from inveftigating the arguments 
ufed, with that attention which their importance deferves. He 
muft remark, however, that the value of labour is feldom, if 
ever, regulated by the price of provifions, but generally, if not 
always, by the quantity of labour prefented in the market, com- 
pared with the demand which appears for it. So far from labour 
being increafed in value by a rife upon the price of provifions, 
the fact is, that the latter circumftance uniformly contributes to 
render labour of lefs value. When provifions rife above par, the 
moft of people muft work more than ufual before they are able 
to purchafe an ordinary fupply of food; and others, who in a 
great meafure would remain idle, are then neceflitated to work fo 
as they may live ; which circumftances throw more labour into the 
market, and ferve to reduce its value, unlefs a proportionable in- 
creafe of demand appears for the extra quantity of labour that is 
then prefented. 

As expreffed in a former note, we are decidedly hoftile to every 
attempt which may be made to regulate the value of labour: 
therefore, we are clear that labourers and artizans of every de- 
{cription fhould enjoy full liberty to bring their labour to market, 
there to fell it at the higheft price which can be procured. This 
by no means fubjects the purchafers to pay a higher price than 
may by them be confidered as fair and reafonable ; for if the pur- 
chafer is a judge, he will never confent to give more than market 
value. ‘The anecdote given by our refpectable correfpondent of 
his two mafons, illuftrates what is in our view, better than any 
thing which we at this time can recolle&. 





FOR THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


Original Letter from Fobn Cockburn, Efg. of Ormifton, to Alexander 
Wight, one of his Tenants, dated Tottenham, near London, 17th 
December 1726. 


ALEXANDER, 

Some days ago, I received yours of 30th November, which is 
the firft I have had from you, or any of your neighbours, of a 
long time. My wife returns thanks to yours for the receipt for 
making of ftarch; and, as we are farmers here, fhe fays there is 
no receipt which fhe, as a fifter farmer’s wife, can return, but 
fhe fhall be glad to fend. I did not fend the book about flax, as 
I recommended; for it makes the profit fo extravagant, that it 
‘ is not to be minded. But I read all fuch books; and if I meet 
with one ufeful thought, I throw away all the reft; and don’t 
grudge my troyble in reading a ~ deal of ftuff, if I find any 


3 thing 
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thing that helps me to a new and good idea, from which any im- 
provement can be made. 

I muft defire you will not be difcouraged by what you fay of 
the country people pulling up and fpoiling your trees. Your 
ditches, as yet, feem to be principally upon the road fides, where 
they are moft expofed to their ill nature. When you come to 
fubdivide your enclofures, I hope you will not find them deftroyed 
fo much ; but I defire you will fupply what are already deftroyed ; 
and if you are fhort of trees, call for what you want from my 
nurfery. I further defire, that you will endeavour to catch one 
of thefe malicious people; and if my own court will not be at 
the trouble of punifhing them, I dare fay either the Sheriff or 
Juftices of Peace will do it, to fuch purpofe as will deter others. 
If this is not tried, I muft fufpe& your not doing what is in your 
power; and if I don’t find trees in the hedges, I fhall be difap- 

ointed, and not well pleafed. It was a bad feafon laft year for 
towing wheat ; but that fhould not difcourage fowing it. It will 
be found, taking one year with another, the grain that will yield 
the moft to the farmer who confiders the expence of labour, 
&e. 

I am glad you have fuch encouragement for fowing clover and 
rye-grafs feeds ; and I think you are in the right in trying different 
feafons for fowing your rye-grafs. Iam convinced that it will 
come more into fafhion, which will, for many years, keep up the 
demand for the feed; and thofe who have it to fell will get the 
advantage, till the country comes to be fully fupplied. In countries 
where clover is much ufed, I have generally heard that the fecond 
crop-is the cleaneft feed. The bealts coming from all quarters to 
eat it, and making you fear its being fpoiled, muft go to the ac- 
count of its not being enclofed, and fhews the good of enclofures, 
or rather the lofs of not having them. ‘The prefent weather (if 
with you as here) is very dangerous to young crops, both of grafs- 
feeds and wheat; for, as we have had a ftrong black froft, and 
rain or fnow twice during the time of it, which melted as it fell, 
the wet muit have gone down to the roots, and no doubt but the 
ftrong frofts-have gone the fame length, and fo may have hurt the 
wheats in the country, as it has done the beans and peas in my 
garden. As your potato ground was well dunged and in order, 
I doubt nothing of your having a good crop of barley upon it, 
and that you faved feed. ‘The making ground in good order, and fo 
faving feed, is one of the things I have often recommended, and 
am glad you have found the experience of it. In accounts of 
charges and profit, faving of feed is a confiderable article. I with 
you had.told me what was fown, and what you had from it. The 
profit from the one fourth acre potatoes upon the bad land oppoits 
. . 3 the 
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the church, is fo great that I hope you will go on with them, 


efpecially as you find good crops of corn after them. I find my 
garden ftuff not only helps my own table, but faves me much 


butcher meat; for my fervants are fond of it, when not prefled 


upon them, but gives as a favour. 

I cannot fay that I know any thing of flax by experience; but 
have always heard, that the feed ought to be changed frequently. 
I therefore advife your getting feed from Holland, though your 
own may be excellent, and the felling of it may be apparently 
attended with lofs. If you continue your refolution of coming 
into England, I believe I can get you recommendations to feveral 
places in the north, about Stockton and in Yorkfhire. You will 
find fome very bad hufbandry ; but ftill, in moft places, fomething 
to be learned upon the main. If you incline to come this length, 
you fhall be Welcome to lodging, for the time you can fpare ; and 
fo you may fee London and its neighbourhood, and get ac- 
quainted with feveral things which cannot fo well be explained 
by writing. In general, I believe, you may depend upon my 
inclining to encourage indufiry; and, in particular, where I find 
it in one of my own tenants, and one born and bred upon my own 
eftate, to whom I always think I have a particular relation, and a 
tie upon me to encourage, more than firangers; fo you may expe 
all that a landlord can do for your conveniency in the brewery, if 
you think of it, and that you can make by it, without fuffering 
in your farm, and other bufinefs in which you are engaged. As 
I thall have a regard for you in any thing I hall afk, fo I expect 
you will defire nothing of me but what is reafonable; and that 
you will not think that I am not to have a reafonable return for 
the money I have, and ‘muft Jay out before that houfe and all 
belonging to it is made complete; and alfo a reafonable rent for 
the land you have added to it. AsI believe awe both incline to do 
fairly by each other in fuch things, 1 can’t think we can differ, if, 
upon fecond thoughts, you fhall judge it convenient for you, 
and that you can really find advantage by engaging in it, at fuch 
a rent as I can reafonably let it at; and I am fure you know me 
well enough, to think that J don’t incline to /queeze, efpecially from 
you or your friends, to whom I have always fhown the greateft 
favour. 

If you think of this, I would have you employ fome of your 
time, before you fet out, in endeavouring to fee the Scots way 
of malting and brewing, both at Edinburgh and other great malt- 
ing houfes, fuch as Mr Fall’s at Dunbar, and Mr Mathie’s in your 
neighbourhood. You will the fooner underftand what you fee 
in England, that you have fome notion of it; and alfo you will be 
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the better able to obferve the difference, and make remarks for 
your future advantage. 

You fay you haye no underftanding of woollen goods, You 
will eafily get enough to enable you to deal a little in them in 
the country retail way. that a country man may find at your 
houfe each of the things he moft commonly wants for his 
family, or other ufes, and fo provide himfelf at once, in place 
of going to different towns; otherwife, he will go for iron (for 
example) where he can get cloth and other things for a coat— 
But you are better judge of this than I. Never think your letiers 
are tirefome to me; for I am always willing to give the bef advice I 
can, and mightily pleafe ed to hear of you having fucce/s in any improve- 
ment you undertake. So write freely. 


TO THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


On the Advantage of ufing Hot Lime when Seed Wheat is Steeped. 
Sir, : 


A CORRESPONDENT in No. XVII. of your Magazine, who 


figns himfelf A. S., has favoured the public with fome remarks 
on a communication made by the late Sir John Call to the Board 
of Agriculture, on the {mut or black upon wheat, wherein he 
does not difplay much acquaintance with the fubjeét. He af- 
fumes, as an acknowledged fa&t, what 1 am by no means difpof- 
ed to confider in that light, viz. that fteeping feed is attended 
with dangerous confequences, and ufes fome arguments which 
ought not to pafs unnoticed ; becaufe a general adoption of his 
fentiments would inevitably lead to the moit direful confe- 
quences. As you defire the attention of your correfpondenss 
to the fubje€t which A. S. attempted to inveftigate, i cannot 
forbear from troubling you with Ze following thoughts, which 
may be ufed in any manner you pleafe. 

Whether the fmutty duft which appears upon wheat is the 
minute feed of a plant or an animalcula, I fhall not ftop to ex- 
amnine, though I am of opinion with your correfpondent that it 
is the latter.” But, no matter what it is; all that is neceffary is 
a remedy for the Gifeafe. Agriculturifts have for many years, 
perhaps for many centuries, ufed fteeps and pickles as a preven- 
tative ; and it is confiftent with the knowledge of every one of 
your readers, who is a practical farmer, that fuch, when pro- 
perly adminiftered, are an effeCtual remedy againft ‘this, baneful 
and difgraceful dilendes. 

What I object toin A. S.’s letter is the following el 
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¢ All feem aware that fteeping feed in pickles of common falt is 
attended with dangerous confequences.’ ‘The doctrine, here 
meant to be inculcated, I deny, in the moft exprefs terms; and, 
for a trifling premium per acre, will undertake to infure the 
whole feed of England from injury by pickling, and the crop 
from being damaged by fmut, providing the following recipe is 
judicioutfly applied. 

Steep your wheat five or fix hours in water brought from the 
fea, which will fave expence, if it can conveniently be got; but 
if at too great a,diftance from the fea, fteep it in common water 
falted, till it is trong enough to fwim an egg, ftirring it frequent- 
ly. Procure frefh unflacked lime from the kiln, and when you 
begin to let the water off, flack your lime with a fmall quantity of 
it; when the water is completely drained off, turn the wheat out 
of your tub, and to every bufhel of it allow a peck of lime; {prin- 
kle this over it, and keep ftirring the whole with a fhovel till they 
are completely mixed, fo as every grain may receive a fhare. 
When dry, it is ready for fowing; but fhould the lime prove 
troublefome or dangerous to the feedfmaun’s eyes, fome more wa- 
ter may be thrown upon it ; for when the lime is dry, the cure 
is effected. If the wheat is meant to be drilled, filt the lime 
upon it, in the firft inftance, and from it afterwards. 

The lime, I am perfuaded, is the grand panacea ; and I only re- 
commend falt water in preference to freth, becaufe the lime adheres 
more clofely to the grain, when the former is uled. The principal 
difficulty in the procefs lies in the mixing of the wheat and lime 
completely together, fo as every kernel of the wheat may receive its 
ue proportion of lime ; for unlefs this is carefully attended to, dan- 
ger will not be prevented, every kernel that efcapes the lime be- 
ig liable to receive and propagate the difeafe. I once witneffed 
a cafe, which has fixed me moft firmly in the opinion that frefh 
lime is abfolutely neceflary to accomplifh a cure. A very expe- 
rienced and intelligent farmer having ufed all the wheat he had 
prepared for feed, wanted a few bufhels to complete his fowing ; 
and being at a confiderable diftance from the kiln, determined to 
make ufe of fome old lime, which had been long in his poffef- 
fion. I examined the crop, along with the owner, in the fuc- 
ceeding year, when it was ready for the fickle, and found, that 
where hot lime had been ufed, no fmut prevailed, but that the 
crop was much hurt where cold lime had been fubftituted. 

Some caution is certainly neceflary with regard to lime ; for 
fhould it be ufed when not properly flacked, the great degree of 
of heat thereby occafioned would deftroy the vegetative principle 
of the feed ; but if applied with the precautions recommended, I 
am perfuaded that the liming and pickling, fo far from proving 


prejudicial, 
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prejudicial, may, in fome flight degree, a&t as a manure. I have 
practifed the method of pickling now defcribed for more’ than 
twenty years, and never fuffered injury from fmut. Once, and 
once only in that time, during my abfence from home, and when 
my regular feed{man was indifpofed, the procefs was left to an 
inexperienced hand; and I was a material fufferer, by his apply- 
ing the lime without flacking it fufficiently. Iam yours, &c. 
Norfolk, 1804. 7s. We 


To THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER'S MAGAZINE. 


Sr, 


I believe that the infertion of poetical articles forms no part of 
your plan; yet I hope a deviation from it, in favour of the en- 
clofed Elegy, will not be unacceptable to the majority of your 
readers. ‘The Elegy now fent you was written fhortly after the na- 
tion loft that eminent agriculturift, the Duke of Bepyorp, and 
originally circulated among the members of a private Society, 
who confidered themfelves as greatly benefited by his noble exer- 
tions. From a member of that Society I received a copy of the 
Elegy, and was permitted to requeft its infertion in your valuable 
Magazine. I am yours, 

A FRIEND To AGRICULTURE. 


An Elegy, facred to the Memory of the Moft Noble Francis 
Russert, Duxes of Beprorp, &'c. 


Wuart founds of woe from Woburn groves refound ! 
What plaintive murmurings fill the rural plains ! 

Why hangs yon gloom Augufa’s towers around ? 
Why pours Britannia fad the forrowing {trains ? 


Her much-lov’d Lord fweet Woburn fad bewails, 
Their Patron gone, the fylvan meads deplore; 

In mournful gloom her woes Augufa veils, 
Britannia weeps that Beprorp is no more ! 


Ah! Beprorp gone !—who can the tear reftrain ? 
What bofom bleeds not at his early doom ? 

Oh! virtue, grandeur, excellence, how vain ! 
Nought can avert the triumphs of the tomb ! 
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In life’s gay morn, bright did his beauties thine, 
Each charm bloom’d fair, each virtue glow’d ferene 5 
Joy fmil’d around, Peace ftrew’d her fweets divine: 
And Hope, exulting, hail’d the bright’ning fcene. 


As youth roll’d on, ftill fair the profpeé& glow’d, 
His noble form increafing charms affum’d, 

Truth fir’d his breaft, love all its warmth beftow’d, 
And each lov’d grace in {miling {weetnefs bloom’d. 


To ftore his mind with wifdom’s choiceft fweets, 
With ardour fir’d, and emulous to excel, 
He fciencé rang’d, explor’d the Mufes’ feats, 
And roam’d the haunts where Tafte and Genius dwell. 


In bloom of life, grac’d with each manly art, 
To grandeur, wealth, and rank’s firft honours rais’d, 
Russex’s * fam’d deeds infpir’d his gen’rous heart, 
And all his virtues in his bofom blaz’d. 


Eager the Patriot and the Sage to ftand, 
Firm, brave, determin’d, and upright he fhone ; 
To check abufe, fubdue ufurp’d command, 
And guard the Laws, the Country, and the Throne. 


Bold to refift Oppreffion’s tyrant fway, 
Applauding Senates hail’d his patriot {train : 

Exulting Freedom wak’d the daring lay, 
Diffenfion ceas’d, and Faction rag’d in vain. 


Keen to repel the proud invading foe, + 
And tenets crufh, which focial blifs derange. 
Dauntlefs he ftood, to ward the threaten’d blow, 
Still Difcord’s voice, and blaft the ills of change. 


Yet, though he fhrunk not from the warrior’s toil, 
His country’s good ftill form’d his glorious aim, 


By 


* The excellent William Lord Ruffel, who flouriflicd in 1680. Of 
this Lord Ruffel his Grace was the great great grandfon. After his 
death, his father, William the fifth Earl of Bedford, was created by 
King William, Marquis of Taviftock and Duke of Bedford; and a- 
mong the motives for this promotion, afligned in the patent, it is ob- 
ferved,—* that this was not the leaft, that he was the father to the 
Lord Roffel, the ornament of his age, whofe name could never be . for- 
gotten, fo long as men preferved any efteem for fanétity of manners, 
greatnefs of mind, and a love to their country, conftant even to death, ” 

+ On the threatened invafion of France, the Duke ot Bedford. join- 


ed a Volunteer corps, in which the Lord Chancellor of England alfo 
was enrolled, : 
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By ufeful arts to meliorate the foil, 
Improve its culture, and extend its fame, 


By him the Plough its honour’d rank refum’d, 
Flocks, tillage, herds, wnequall’d luttre thed ; 
Each form improv’d the rural arts affum’d, 
Arts + which fupport, and Britain’s grandeur {pread. 


To guide the Plough more ufeful good imparts, 
Than {kill in arms to dare the martial deed ; 
To {timulate States to fhine in rural arts, 
Is nobler far than conqu’ring hofts to lead. 


Charm’d with thefe arts, he towns and cities rear‘d, 
Made defarts bloom, and groves the waftes adorn ; 

Peopled lone wilds, the barren woodlands clear’d, 
And bade the vallies wave with golden corn. 


By tafte improv’d, fair rofe the cultur’d farm, 
Flocks, herds, and villas, grac’d the flow’ry plains ; 
Health, peace, and joy, {pread round each grateful charm, 
Contentment cheer’d, and Plenty blefs’d the {wains. 


Vice fled the vales, with Lux’ry’s blafting train ; 
Ambition, guile, and treach’ry were unknown ; 

Amid their toils foft flow’d the cheerful ftrain, 
And round the cots the Loves and Graces fhone. 


Sweet fcenes of blifs !—which Beprorp bade to fmile, 
No more his prefence fhall your charms reftore ! 
Yet memory oft thall mark his glorious toil, 
And, forrowing, mufe on joys that rife no more. 


*Mid cultur’d wilds where flocks untended ftray, 
Where paftures fmile, and golden harveits wave, 
The fwains, enraptur’d as they roam, {hall fay,— 
** Thefe waites to bloom, the noble Beprorp gave. ” 


Bring fnow-drops, violets, and the primrofe bloom, 
The crocus, daffodils, and hyacinths ftrew ; 

With Spring’s firft flow’rs adorn his early tomb, 
His facred urn with love’s foft tears bedew. 


Let fond remembrance mark his faultlefs fame, 
Dwell on his virtues, and his deeds emblaze,— 
Deeds which awak’d great Grorce’s * loud acclaim, 

And ftill thal! flourith in his country’s praife. 


Yet, 


+ Parurage et labourage font les deux mammelles de |’ Etat, 

* On receiving the account of the death of the Duke of Bedford, 
the King moft feclingly exclaimed—“ The death of fo good a may 
is a public lof!” 








1804. Upon Straighting Ridgei. 447 


Yet, oft as memory Cheynies’ fane reviews, 
And pours the figh where low his relics lie ; 
On nobler fcenes let raptur’d fancy mufe, 
Unveil the climes where Beproxp lives on high. 


Time does not end that life man here deplores, 
Nor death the foul’s unbounded pow’rs deftroy ; 

Loofe from the world, on angels’ wings it foars, 
And, free, expatiates the bright realms of joy. 


Far beyond ills, by feraphs crown’d above, 
He joins the jult in bow’rs of blifs reclin’d ; 
Drinks life’s pure ftream,—adores Creative Love, 
And to its fource exalts his boundlefs mind. 


Yes; doom’d by Heaven, the good fhall never die, 
For endlefs glory Virtue’s toils fhall crown ; 

Their honours here ew’n ‘Time’s proud rage defy, 
The Patriot’s name fhall ftill live in renown. 





Still as their fweets the flow’rs of Spring unveil, 

In growing charms fhall Beprorp’s memory fhine ; 
His works of Peace Britannia’s fons fhall hail, 

Aud deathlefs laurels round his urn entwine. 


While focial virtue cheers life’s humble fhed, 
While Patriot worth to Freedom’s fons is dear, 

‘To diftant climes his glorious fame fhall fpread, 
And lateft time his honour’d name revere. 





TO THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


Upon Straighting Ridges. 4 
Sir, i 


Your Publication came into my hand only of late, for which 
Iam forry, as I have not hitherto perufed any thing of the kind 
which has afforded me fo much fatisfa€tion. Give me leave, at 
this time, to add my mite to the large ftock of information 
tranfmitted to yon, which I hope may find a corner in your 
ufeful Repofitory. 
In your third volume, page 278, fome very good hints are of- 
fered refpecting ftraighting ridges, a fubjeét of much import- 
ance to the agriculturift, as this operation tends both to facili- 
tate the execution of labour, and ro beautify and improve every 
branch thereof. 1 believe few perfons have ftraighted more 
ridges than I have done, efpecially upon wet clay foils, in which ' 
fituation ti) 
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fituation the operation is undoubtedly moft difficult to execute ; 
whereas on dry foils, very: little judgement or {kill is required 
to accomplith this change, with fafety to the ground and advan- 
tage to the. occupier. 

In 1794, I fallowed and ftraighted a field of about thirty 
acres, which had been oats the preceding year. The foil was a 
wet clay, and the ridges were very unequal in breadth, from ten 
to thirty fect, intermixed with butts or guflets, which are al- 
ways detrimental to fuch lands, as they occafion the ploughs, 
&c. to turn often upon the other ridges, by which means the 
prints, or marks of the horfes feet, are left unfilled up. The 
firft operation confifted in cleaving down the ridges. The field 
was then ploughed acrofs, and thoroughly harrowed ; but before 
the broad ridges could be brought to a level, feveral ploughings 
were neceflary, which were accordingly given. ‘The feafon, 
however, was far advanced, before thele neceflary operations 
could be effefted ; and, as lime could not at this time be applied 
with advantage, 1 was under the necefflity of laying it up in 
heaps, in an adjacent grafs field, fo as it might be expeditioufly 
laid on whenever the field was ftraighted. The next confidera- 
tion was, to form the ridges in fuch a manner, as to prevent 
water from ftagnating upon the ground. With this view, I run 
them partly eaft and weft, and partly north and fouth, as the 
Jevel would admit. When the ridges were thus formed and ga- 
thered up, the lime was applied, and a good crofs-harrowing 
given, in order to fill up the furrows. 

It being now the latter end of OGtober, and the weather very 
wet, I thought it advantageous, in giving the feed-furrow, to 
yoke the horfes in line, and not abrea{t, as is the ufual practice. 
At this time, fome well meaning old-fafhioned farmers in the 
neighbourhood appeared very: zealous to correct my miftaken 
ideas :—they even called out to my fervants, ‘ What! is your 
mafter going to fow wheat there? He will repent if he does. 
Tell him he has fpoiled the field for years to come.’ Thefe 
kind advices and exclamations, however, had but little effect. 
I was determined te fhake mryfelf out of the trammels of the 
old fchool, and accordingly went on with my operations. The 
whole field was fown on 6th and 7th of November, and the 
braird appeared about the beginning of December. The wea- 
ther having been wet for fome days after the wheat was fown, 
it appeared rather thin in March, but always retained a dark 
green colour. It improved much during the fummer months; 
and, at harveft, turned out as good a crop as ever I faw upon 
{uch poor wet foil, the produce, per acre being from 32 to 34 
Winchefter buthels of good marketable grain.. Next year I 

ploughed 








1804. Upon Straighting Ridges. 4x9 


ploughed the field again, and fowed one half with oats, and the 
other half with peas, both which were as good crops as could 
be expected. Perhaps it may be thought that I fhould have 
fown grafs feeds among the wheat; but it is my opinion, that, 
when ridges have been altered, a fecond fallowing is neceflary, 
before the field can be profitably laid down in grafs. Latt year, 
I ftraighted a {mall field in the above mentioned way, which 
has anfwered my expectations to the full. It was fown with 
grafs feeds, which at prefent promife well. 

The advantages refulting from the praétice of ftraighting 
ridges are obvioufly many and great. More work is performed 
both by plough and harrows, and to better purpofe, in a given 
fpace of time. Much feed, too, is faved; for when the ridges 
are at or below eighteen feet in breadth, which they ought never 
to exceed, two cafts will fuffice ; whereas, in their former fate, 
three or even four cafts will be neceffary in fome parts, and in 
others, one will be too much. Straighting ridges, and making 
them all of one fize, alfo greatly furthers harvelt work, as it is 
well known, that fhearing is more expeditioufly performed upon 
them, than upon thofe that are unequal with one another, or fuch 
as are broad at one end and narrow at the other. ‘The laft, 
though not the leaft advantage, which I fhall notice at prefent, 
is, that wheat is not fo apt to canker upon ftraight as upon 
crooked ridges: I will not now inquire how this comes to be 
the cafe; but leave it to the confideration of thofe who delight 
in abftraét philofophical refearches :-——it is fufficient for me to be 
aflured from experience that it is fo. 

It is much to be regretted, that the practice I have been de- 
{cribing is mot more generally attended to. Were landlerds to 
give marks of approbation and encouragement to fuch of their 
tenants as they obferve to be active and enterprizing, it would 
have a powerful tendency to promote agricultural improvement 
in general, as weil as the particular practice 1 have been recom 
mending. This, however, is a thing rather to be wifhed for 
than expected ; for, at prefent, the man of energy and exertion, 
and the floven, are treated in the fame manner by the generality 
of landlords, who confider the receipt of their rents as their 
whole concern in the matter. Prejudice, too, is a great enemy 
to improvement. If an old-fafhioned farmer happen to breed a 
fon in that line, he is fure to caution him againft all innovations, 
both in principle and pradlice. ‘ See,’ will he fay to him, 
‘ what a fortune your grandfather made. Could he have done 
this, think you, had he followed the foolith notions of fome 
farmers now-a-days about ftraighting ridges?’ &c. &c. ‘Thus, 
from time to time, he inftils thefe ideas into the young man, 

who 
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who has not perhaps penetration enough to difcover that his 
ae amaffed wealth, not im confequence of farming in a 

uperior ftyle, but in confequence of an advantageous leafe from 
the proprietor, to whom, it is probable, he did not pay as much 
rent as is now demanded for the corn tithe of the fame poffet- 
fion. 

Allow me, Mr Conductor, a few words on the improvement 
of waftes, and I have done. 

It is really fhaméful to obferve what quantities of land are 
lying wafte in different parts of the country; which might be 
rendered profitable to individuals, and to the public, were pro- 
per means ufed for that purpofe. As farms in general are now 
let at rack-rent, and on fhort leafes, it cannot excite furprife, 
that farmers fhould decline laying out their capitals in under- 
takings, from which time will not perhaps allow them to reap 
an adequate return. . In fuch cafes, the proprietor ought to put 
his fhoulder to the burden, and bear; at leaft, a part of the ori« 
ginal outlay, which muft be confiderable ; and if he underftands 
his own intereft, he will do it cheerfully. Where ftones are to 
be removed, or drains cut, thefe things ought certainly to be 
done at his expence ; and he ought alfo to bear one half of the 
fum that may be neceffarily expended in purchafing lime. Sup- 
pofe twenty acres, or even a lefs quantity, ‘thus improved every 
year, how much would the appearance of his property be alter- 
ed, as well as the value thereof increafed in a fhort time, and 
what advance of rent might he not expect at the expiration of 
the leafe? An acquaintance of mine has poffeffed a farm for 
about twenty years, confifting of nearly equal portions of good 
rich land and wafte ;. and during all that time a fingle acre of 
the wafte has not been improved. The reafon is plain,—the 
proprietor will give no afliftance; and the tenant, who finds he 
can live comfortably by the good land alone, will not embark 
fingle-handed in fo arduous and hazardous an undertaking. 
Thus, a large quantity of ground, not of the worft quality, con- 
tinues, and it”is-probable will continue, in an unproductive 
ftgte, till fome future proprietor fhall arife, who may fee it to 
be his intereft, as well as his honour, to adopt:a fyftem diame- 
trically oppofite to that of the prefent one. 


Northumberland, 1804. Coquettus. 
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TO THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


Srr, 


In the ftri€tures Sir George Mackenzie is pleafed to make on 
your correfpondent A. S.’s letter relative to the analyfis of lime 
and marl, I obferve he expreffes a with to be informed what was 
the one half per cent. refiduum, or alloy, contained in the lime 
he mentions as belonging to me. As this feems to imply a doubt 
of the fact, I confider myfelf called upon to tranfcribe a letter 
to me from the Reverend Mr Headrick; well known as a mineral 
furveyor, and a gentleman of literary merit, as I grefume it was 
by a perufal of that letter A. S. obtained. his information. I beg 
leave to remark, that I had Mr Headrick’s permiffion to make full 
ufe of his name, and that he took the trouble to caufe the work- 
men give him fair fpecimens of the different ftratay which he 
packed up, numbered, and took to Edinburgh with him; and he 
affures me, that he conducted the procefs of analyfis with ftrict- 
nefs and accuracy. 

Extrait of a Litter from the Reverend Mr Headrick to 
: Mr Low of Annfield, Fifefbire. 

* Sir,—I have juft finifhed the analyfis. of your limeftohe, 
and I confefs that the refult aftonifhes me. It turns out to be the 
pureft ftratified limeftone that ever pafled through my hands. I 
have met with fome fine {parry limeftone, which entirely diffolv- 
ed in acids, without leaving the fmalleft alloy or refufe ; but all 
the ftratified limeftone I ever before examined run from 60 to 
85 per cent.; and I had even laid down 85 as the maximum of ttra- 
tified limeftone, becaufe 1 never faw it exceeded, except in one 
inftance, and that was go and fome fraétions. 

* Though bare infpection fhowed yours to be very good, I was 
not prepared to expect it to be fo pure as it actually is. The ftrata 
were examined in pairs, as they were put up in the papers, and, 
as nearly as I could guefs, in the fame relative proportions with 
the fize of the pieces: The whole was conducted with the ut- 
moft rigour; and the following is the refult—No. 1. viz. the 
higheft and thin ftratum below it, contained of carbonate of 
lime, 944 parts in 100. No. 2. being gd and 4th ftrata, g8 in 
Ico. No. 3. being 5th and 6th ftrata, 99 in 100. No. q: be- 
ing 7th and 8th ftrata, 994 in 100. The laft number contained 
a {mall fraétion more of carbonate of lime, which my inftruments 
could not meafure, and therefore I gave it againft the ftone: The 
alloy or refufe, in all; was fine clay. No. 2. & 3. contained a 
few particles of fand. All the fpecimens contained a portion 
of tar and coal culm. I threw the tar out. of the calculation, 
but could not get rid of the culm. In fact, thefe ingredients 
cannot be canbdered as alloy, becaufe they are utterly con- 
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fumed in the burning of the ftone; and, as far as they prevail, 
aid the burning. ‘The only way to afcertain what proportion the 
culm bears to the mafs, is to analyze the lime after it is com- 
pletely burnt. Were this done, F have no hefitation in faying, 
that your limeftone approaches more to abfolute purity than the 
Sunderland, or, perhaps, any other limeftone in the world. 

* You can eafily fee the great utility of chemical analyfis. I 
have often pitied a poor man, when I faw him taking a long jour- 
ney, and loading his carts with a greater proportion of clay or 
fand, than of pure lime; or when I faw him carrying even good 
lime imperfectly burnt. 

* Were all limeftone analyzed, every man would know what he 
was doing who ufed lime ; and thofe who ferve the public with 
Kime fhould take care that it is well burnt, otherwife they im- 
pofe upon their cuftomers a load wholly ufelefs to them. Wher 
lime is to be ufedon the fpot where it is manufactured, thefe 
things are of lefs importance; but when conveyed to any dif- 
ftance, they are of the utmoft moment.” 

The above, Sir, is a literal tranfeript of Mr Headrick’s let- 
ter; and I prefume Sir George M‘Kenzie will confider it as a 
full anfwer to his queftion. I beg leave to think that he has 
made rather ftrong remarks on A. 5.’s letter, efpecially as his 
own manner of analyzing lime and marl feems to turn out 
the fame as that of A. S., whofe only error Sir George con- 
eludes to be a too great confidence in the correétnefs of the 
apothecary who prepares the acid. It might perhaps be welt 
that every drug an apothecary may fell was alfo previoufly pu- 
tified. But does the phyfician doubt the pure quality of the 
medicines he prefcribes to his patient from a creditable labora- 
tory? No: he prefumes them pure as they ought to be. Mutt 
not candour therefore pronounce many of the obfervations of 
Sir George to be frivolous ; and as it is not neceffary to farmers 
to learn to analyze lime to minutene/s, A. 8. feems to go as far 
as effential in directing them how to know the comparative va- 
lue of different limes. The experiments would naturally be 
made on the different limes at the fame times by the /ame acid ; 
and the different refults would be fo very nearly in the ratio of 
their purity as to-be a matter of little moment to carry the pro- 
cefs to mathematical exaétnefs. IE beg alfo to remark, that 
A. &.’s theory of analyzation is not only the fame as that of the 
great chemift Dr Black, and the Bifhop of Llandaff, but that of 
Sir George himfelf, with this diftin€tion only, that he does not 
confider it as abfolutely effential to afcertain whether the alloy 
be filex, argil, or oxyd of iron. I remain, Sir, your moft obe- 
dient fervant, 


Aunfield, O&. 2d, 180% Auex. Low. 
70 
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TO THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


Sir, 


As your Magazine is folely devoted to the purpofes of agri- 
culture, every fact, and every experiment that tends to enlarge 
our knowledge, and to promote the ends of that great national 
concern, ought to havea place in it. I am induced, from this 
motive, to lay before you an experiment upon a fmall fcale, 
which I never heard had been made before, but which may in 
time become of great public utility, if it fhall be found, upon 
farther trial, to fucceed as well as in the cafe to which I allude. 
You may fully depend on the truth of the fact itfelf. 

A friend of mine having occafion to obferve the partiality of 
black cattle for the common garden parfley, and their prefer- 
ence of it, when growing, to almoft any other green food, took 
it in his head to try how it would fucceed in a field that he was 
going to fow down for pafture. He accordingly fowed two or 
three ridges with parfley feed, and the reft of the field with 
clover and ryegrafs. As foon as the field was ready for pafture 
he led his cattle into it, and it was perfectly evident that they 
preferred that part which was fown with the parfley to any o- 
ther part of the field, infomuch that they never touched the 
reft while there was a fingle blade of parfley to be had. Horfes 
were equally fond of it. He had not an opportunity to try 
fheep upon it; but the probability is, that they would, if pof- 
fible, have been fonder of it, and thriven better, than any 
of the other two. This, therefore, feems worthy of a far- 
ther trial. We know that black cattle, theep, horfes, and in- 
deed every other animal, always prefer that food (when they 
have it in their power to make a choice) that is moft agreeable 
to them, and moft conducive to their health. We know alfo 
that parfley is a moft wholefome vegetable for the human {pe- 
cies. It is a powerful antifeptic. If we were to reafon from 
analogy, we fhould fuppofe that its beneficial properties fhould 
extend to the animal creation in general. As it is a perennial 
plant, it will anfwer well for fields that are to be laid down for 
pafture for a confiderable while, Sheep, in particular, being 
of a tender and delicate conftitution, and efpecially fubje@& to 
bowel complaints, its antifeptic quality may be of great ufe to 
correct thefe. ‘The difficulty may be at firft to get the feed im 
any confiderable quantity ; but that: may foon be remedied, if 
the experiment be thought worth while. I would fuppofe that’ 
the ground wpon which it is fown muft be good, jn good con-~ 
dition, and clean, otherwife it will not have a fair trial. i 
AGRICOLA. 
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TO THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


SiR, 


I thank you for the honour done me in inferting a paper of 
mine in your laft Number. Conceiving it of importance to com- ~ 
municate the remarks I have made on the prefent crops, in the 
courfe of a journey through deveral counties of the kingdom, L 
thall now (when I have arrived at a place where I gouty ftop 
for fome time) endeavour to tranfmit my opinion, fo as to reach 
youn time for publication in your next Number, fhould you 
deem it worthy of infertion. 

‘ Upon dry lands, and the beft loams, I think the crops of 
_ wheat, oats, barley and rye, are pen? as bulky as thofe of 
Jaft year, and beans and peas confiderably more fo. Upon all o- 
ther kinds of land, they appear to me not to exceed three fourths 
of the bulk of 1803. From what information I can collect, the 
yield from the ftraw is not fo great as in the pe feafon, 
more efpecially that of wheat. Some accurate hufbandmen have 
ftated, that the quantity of that grain, which, upon moft lands, 
was laft year the produce of about fix ftooks (or 72 fheaves), can 
this year {carcely be obtained from 8 ftooks ; that the quality is ge- 
nerally inferior ; that in various diftri€ts of England, feveral fields 
are fo much injured by blight and mildew, that their fcanty 

roduce will not weigh three fourths of the ufual weight per 
Euthel ; and that fmut is unufually prevalent. My own obter- 
vations, I am forry to fay, have fully proved the truth of thefe 
ftatements as to blight, mildew and {mut ; and I have but little 
doubt of that regarding the yield and quality. Beans and peas 
are reckoned, upon the whole, a very productive crop} but pro- 
per trials have not yet been miade. The quality of barley, oats 
and rye, is good; the a of land, however, which was laft 
fpring fown with the former grain, was much lefs than ufual, 
which militates againft the arguments of thofe who think that low 
prices will extend aration, and fecure plenty. As moft of our 
tillage lands are either ftrong or wet, I conclude that the pre- 
fent crop will not prove fo. productive as that of laft feafon. 
I hope, however, that this misfortune will be imputed to the 
real caufe, adverfe weather, efpecially toan extreme wet-and late 
fpring. 

eal weeks ago, I read in the Tyne Mercury a paper, of 
which the following is a copy; and as I have underftood, for 
fome years paft, from information received from eminent breed- 


ers, both in the midland counties, and in the north of a 
: t 
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that the new Leicefters were by far the moft profitable breed of 
long-woolled fheep, I affure you, Sir, I was not a little furprifed 
to hear that the opinions of its author have not been controverted 
by fome of the followers of the celebrated Bakewell. 


(COPY.) 


* TO THE EDITOR OF THE TYNE MERCURY. 
* Sir, 

‘ For a feries of years, it has been fafhionable for cer- 
tain newfangled breeders in the county of Northumberland, and 
North Durham, to extol, without difcrimination or exception, 
all kinds of the Leicefterfhire breed of fheep (in which the name 
of Culley has been uniformly introduced), and to difparage as indif- 
criminately all other kinds of ftock. Without entering into the 
patriotifm or liberality of fuch fweeping kind of conclufions, 
wherein the good qualities of every other fpecies of fheep in 
Northumberland are kept entirely out of view, an opportunity 
has only lately prefented itfelf, wherein I have difcovered not on- 
Rf the illiberality, but the falfity of their general reafoning. In 
the Farmer’s Magazine, 1 have obferved many communications 
from Northumberland, in which this doétrine is held forth; and 


in particular, the Number for Auguft 1803 contains a paper, 
figned * A Northumberland Farmer,’ wherein it is afferted, that 
Mr William Charge late of Chafby, on the Yorkfhire fide of the 
Tees, brought tups of the Difhley, or new Leicefter breed, to 
Morpeth, before the Culleys brought any» and fold them there at 


Mo great prices. Mr Henry Grey of Bamborough, and feveral 
others, who were in poffeflion of the large improved breed of 
Bamboroughfhire, bought fome of thefe tups,.and were wonder- 
fully benefited ; but for want of knowledge in not continuing 
that blood, and crofling them again with the large Tees-water 
breed, they foon loft the benefit of the firft valuable mixture.’ 
In this quotation, there feems a kind of refle&tion upon Mr Hen- 
ry Grey’s ‘ want of knowledge, ’ that looks fo like a puff dire& 
in praife of Mr Culley’s exertions, and his fuperior knowledge, 
that we can eafily perceive the object of contrafting the one with 
the other. But without glancing at the merit (if there was any) 
of attempting to crofs any {pecies of fheep with the pled’ U 
thire, I will prove that the Bamboroughthire, the unadulterated 
Bamboroughthire breed of fheep are at this prefent moment fu- 
perior, in point of fize, weight, and quality of wool, to any of 
the Leicefterfhire theep that ever were reared or improved by Mr 
Culley. There is at prefent one of the moft opulent and reipect- 
able farmers in Bamboroughfhire, a man who can well judge of 

real advantages to be obtained in difcriminating betwixt one 
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fpecies of fheep and another—one who has never adopted the plan 
of crofling his fheep with the Dithley or Leicefterthire breed, nor 
ever in his life was known to give above sos. for the ufe of a tup 
for one feafon. From this farmer, one of the moft eminent but- 
chers in Northumberland has repeatedly declared, (and will prove, 
if required, what I affert), that he has bought from him and 
killed, this -year, the beft lot of theep, which were of the old 
Bamboroughfhire breed, ‘that ever he killed in his life. The 
number of the lot was not icf than eighty. I leave you and 
the public, therefore, to judge of the merit of the Leicefterthire 
breed, and that of the Bamboroughthire, 
Veritas.’ 


Being lately in Northumberland, I inquired particularly as to 
the fize and weight of the eighty fheep fo highly extolled in the 
above paper, and generally received for anfwer, that they were 
well found, and weighed, upon an average, (when two years old) 
34 or 35 lib. per quarter, I obferved that the heavieft theep 
were not the moft profitable, and adverted to the controverfies 
between the advocates of the Lincolnfhire, and thofe of the new 
Leicefterfhire breeds; ftating that, probably, the latter would 
have raifed more money per acre for their food than the Bambo- 
toughfhire fheep. Though, individually, lefs in fize and weight, I 
afferted, that the new Leicefters confumed proportionally lefs food 
than any other breed. I was afked for proofs, and advanced the, 
opinions of fome of our moft eminent breeders. Thefe, how- 
ever, the advocates of the large fheep refuted, by ftating, that 
accurate comparative trials had demonttrated the contrary ; that 
fome of thefe experiments were referred to by your correfpondent 
Paftor junior, in your Fifteenth or Sixteenth Number; that the 
have not been difcuffed by any of the breedets of the.new Leicel, 
ters, or any other contributors to your work. Here I was filen- 
ced, but not convinced ; and as my opinion is {till favourable to 
the fuperior merits. of the Dithley breed, I could only fay, that 
upon going into the weftern counties, I will make very minute 
inquiries as to thefe experiments, and perhaps communicate the 
refult to you for paren In the mean time, I fhould be glad 
if fome better informed correfpondent would inveftigate the com- 
parative merits of the different breeds of the long-woolled theep 3 
for I cannot but confider it injurious to the community, that im- 
preflions fhould be made in favour of the Auge fheep mentioned 
by Veritas ; and am, yours, &c, 
p ath VraTor. 
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TO THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


Thoughts on the Peor Laws, and prefent State of the Poor iz 
Scotland. 
Sir, 


In your Number for February laft, I met with a very rational 
and intelligent Jetter upon the poor laws of Scotland, containing 
a juft reprefentation of their general effe&t upon the manners of 
the people, and drawing a finking contraft betwixt the Scotch 
and Englith fyftems. 

This is no doubt a fubjec&t dire&tly connected with agriculture ; 
for, whatever tends to operate in a particular manner upon the 
habits and opinions of the people, muft more or lefs affeé& the 
fuccefs of their common employments, and is therefore a proper 
fubje&t of public difcuffon. 

There is one fhort paragraph, however, of the communication 
I allude to, which is not altogether in unifon with my ideas on 
the fubje&. That I may be the better underftood, I thall copy 
the oatla e; and, fhould your correfpondent Agricola chance to 
fee my obfervations in your Magazine, his good fenfe will proba- 
bly prevail on him to allow that I am not entirely wrong. ‘ Not- 
withftanding that the lateft unrepealed aéts of our Scots Parlia- 
ments evidently authorife this tenting or taxing, when abfolutely 
neceflary ; yet the goed fenfe of the nation feems to have de- 
clined this pernicious fyftem, at leaft in country parifhes, and it 
may be now faid to have nearly gone into defuetude, as a meafure 
of common and ordinary regulation, ‘There are only a very few 
parithes in Scotland, where this fyftem of taxation for the poor 
prevails; and thefe, to their fad experience, feel the bitter confe- 
quences of it, in the increafe of their poor and poor’s rates, and 
all the confequent idlenefs, profligacy, and want of forefight and 
frugality which mutt ever accompany a too liberal provifion for 
the poor in any parifh.’ 

I do not pretend to contradict any thing ftated as fa&t by your 
well informed correfpondent, but as little am I difpofed to a- 
gree, that the principle or practice of ftenting or taxing, ac- 
cording to law, for the fupport of our moft indigent and infirm 
fellow creatures, fhould be totally and perpetually laid afide, 
even in country parifhes. 

I admit that the fyftem is apt to lead to abufe, and, if unwa- 
tily adminiftered, is fraught with pernicious confequences ; yet 
I cannot avoid thinking that abufes may be guarded againft and 
prevented, 

For what purpofe are men endued with difcretion, forefight 
and prudence, if thefe qualities cannot be exerted in the plaineft 
affairs ? 

Gg4 , I 
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T would therefore proceed, in this cafe, with a delicate hand, 
only allowing the plan to take effeét for the fupport of the mog 
deferving and indigent objects, always endeavouring ‘ to draw 
the proper line of diftin€tion betwixt calloufnefs of heart, and 
indifference about the concerns of the poor, on the one hand,’ 
and too liberal provifion for their fupport, on the other. I know 
fomething of an inftance of a poor deranged perfon being main- 
tained in this way ; and I would only recommend fimilar relief 
to be extended to fuch as are in abfoluteneceffity, being unable 
either to work or beg. Of fuch objects of diftrefs in country 
parilhes, the number, I dare fay, will not be found much to ex- 
ceed the average of one in two hundred of the whole population, 
Where there are no rates or affeflments in ufe, thefe deftitute 
beings are almoft wholly fupported by a few individuals, whofe 
benevolence and charity are excited in a much higher degree than 
that of their perhaps more wealthy neighbours.” By thefe means, 
the burden is partially born, and material injufticé takes place 
in the community. ‘Thé mifer continues to hoard, and the ambi- 
tious man to aggrandize, whilft the’ man of rene and charity 
pays for all the three ; for,’ in the maintenance of the objects [ 
at prefent allude to, the Sunday collections, or any other com- 
mon parifh funds, go but a‘ fhort way. For fuch, therefore, le. 
gal afleflments fhould be levied, and applied with all’ ceconomy 
aod good will. No doubt it has a véry unfortunate “effect ‘to in- 
dulge the people in the opinton, that their parifhes are to’ provide 
for them as foon as they aré unable. fufficiently to provide for 
themfelyes. Yet if is cruel and untieceffaty to inculcate the be- 
lief, that, in cafes of great infirmity and extreme” old age, ‘ac- 
companied by unavoidable poverty, no extraordinary public fup- 
port is to be beftowed, but that, excepting the fcanty allowance 
trom common parifh funds, dependence can be placed alone on 
the precarious charity of unfeeling relatives and accidental neigh- 
bours. This is adding to the bitternefs of misfortune’s' cup, and 
iniduces the poor man to believe that he has worn out his {trength, 
and the vigour of ‘his days, in the fervice of an ungrateful com- 
munity. : 

In the part of the country with which Iam moft ‘acquainted, 
many of the héfitors refide Tittle on their eftates; ‘and’ fome of 
thofe that do, as well as the majority of the former, art extremely 
inattentive to the concerns of the poor; for it rarely happens that 
u difpofition to do good, increafes along with the means to grati- 
iy it. On the contrary, opulence and avarice frequently meet in 
the fame individual, and benevolence gradually difappears as riches 
uccumulate. Further, the country gentlemen are often not very 
‘exemplary in their attendance on public worfhip. « Some rarel 
' "’ ‘ ‘ atten 
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attend at ail; fo that the Sunday collections are, comparative- 
IY little augmented by their donations. Where this is the cafe, 

e ftatutes refpecting the poor, in all juftice, ought more or 
lefs to be brought into practice. ‘To my certain knowledge, 
the heritors in many parifhes, in place of defraying the half, do 
little more than defray the tenth part of the contributions for the 
— ; and no one can deny that this is palpably unlawful and un- 

uft. 
} Lam informed, that affeffments are not uncommon in Perth- 
fhire ; and I have heard particularly of one parifh in that county, 
where, in order.to avoid the afleflment, the heritors make a prac- 
tice of doubling the ordinary collections at church; that is, if 
the colleCtions amount to 1ol. ina given time, the heritors con- 
tribute other rel. This is certainly a fair and honourable com- 
promife, and I am forry it is not more general. 

I am fenfible; that aifeffments for the poor are a bugbear to 
many, merely from the want of reflecting how eafy it might be 
tovavoid abutes in going through with the undertaking. They 
immediately tell you of the poors rates of England, and fagely 
afk, if 48s. on the pound be not a pretty ferious burden. ‘This 
is talking to no. purpofe.. ‘They might, with fully as much rea- 
fon, refolveneyer to touch the focial glafs, beeaufe they have 
heard. or known inftances of perfons drinking themfelves to death, 
or; what.is more common, of diflipating all their fubftance in 
that way, 

It may fafely be fuppofed, there is as much temptation in the 
one practice as the other; however odd the comparifon. 

I would certainly be an opponent to any extent of affeffment 
that would have the flightelt tendency to relax the induftrious 
and economical habits of the people; and that evil might be 
eafily prevented by ufing a moderate fhare of prudence and local 
knowledge. 

I cordially agree with Agricola in all. his other obfervations. 
He has excellently defcribed the impofitions practifed upon the 
inhabitants of country parifhes by the vagrant and profligate poor 
of the towns. This, in many parts, amounts to an intolerable 
nuifance, and is fhamefully overlooked by the refident Magiftrates 
of the country. Thefe wretches, who are moiltly the offscour- 
ings: of fociety, harafs the country in continual fucceflion, not 
only extracting the worft beftowed charity, but levelling fences, 
breaking into enclofures, and occafionally ftealing what they can 
conveniently carry off. Indeed, the Juftices of the Peace now 
and then iflue orders at their quarter-feflions to conftables, to 
chafe:away thefe depredators, or apprehend them, &c.; but the 
Juftices themfelves feem to be at po pains to have their oe 
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catried into execution, and, perhaps, even permit alms to be given 

to the vagrants at their own houfes. There ought to’be confta- 

bles in each parifh, particularly fet apart for this bufinefs ; and 

thefe, if well inftructed and well paid, would quickly redrefs the 
evance. 

In the fouthern and weftern diftriéts of Scotland, there are 
frequent arrivals of whole families of beggars from Ireland, who 
are generally allowed to infeft the country, and pillage the inha- 
bitants without moleftation. ‘This practice is of long ftanding. I 
have even heard it affirmed, that in the north of Ireland, it is no- 
way uncommon with people of this: profeffion to migrate, when 
they have finifhed the planting of their potatoes, on purpofe to 
fubfift on the charity of their fellow-fubje€ts in Scotland, until 
their potatoes be ripe, or, as they themfelves exprefs it, until 
their potatoes be fit for digging; and about that feafon, indeed, 
many of them return, though a pretty good: proportion may be 
met with all the year round. 

I apprehend it is our own police, and not the police of Ireland, 
which we have to blame for this abufe. In this cafe, our negli- 
gence and ill-judged tendernefs are injurious to the induftry and 
good order of the Irith themfelves, and afford encouragement to 
their immorality and idlenefs. I am convinced, the better in- 
formed people'of Ireland would give us more thanks, were we 
to put a total ftop to the practice. Irith labourers are extremely 
ufeful in thefe parts of Scotland ; but, for Irith beggars, there is 
fo occafion. . 

But, to return to the fubject.—There is ftill another method 
of providing for the wants of the poor, which Agricola has been 
filent on, and which I do not at prefent remember to have feen 
at any time taken notice of in your Magazine. What I mean is, 
the eitablifhment of Parochial Friendly Societies, confifting chief- 
ly of handicraftfmen and labourers. Thefe, it is very properly 
obferved, * ate founded on one of the wifeft maxims in the code 
of human policy, namely, that it is eafily in the power of the 
many to help the few.’ This is a fubjeét of fo much real utili- 
ty and importance, that I will not pretend to fuppofe it has al- 
ways efcaped your attention. A contribution of two or three 
pence in the week can be felt by no man who earns common 
wages ; but the relief that five, or poflibly feven fhillings in the 
week, affords to the fick, the lame and the aged, becomes very 
comfortable. ‘This fyftem, operating in favour of ceconomy and 
induftry, is completely oppofite, im its effects, to rates and aflefl- 
ments. ‘The latter are only fubmitted to as a neceflary evil: the 
former is the objeé&t of choice and approbation, and fhould be 
¢herifhed and fupported by every one wifhing well to his country, 

I 





1804. On the Englifh Poor’s Laws. 464 


I will not infift farther on this fubject at prefent, but would take 
leave to refer inquirers to the papers publifhed by the Bath and 
Welt of England Society, of which I have occafionally perufed 
the greater part of the firft eight volumes. I may add, that pre» 
miums have been long fince given by that refpectable Society for 
encoutagement of thefe inftitutions. 

I am much difpofed to attempt the inftitution of a fociety of 
this kind in the parifh where I at prefent live, but would be hap- 
py to read your fentiments before moving in the undertaking. I 
hope you will call the attention of the public to this fubje¢t, in 
which no clafs of the community are more direétly interefted than 
proprietors of lands, as it tends to relieve their property from the 
moft confiderable incumbrance, and to promote that induflry and 
frugality, in the happy effe€ts of which they will evidently have 
fo large a fhare. Suppofing you were to favour the public with 
a few plain regulations for thefe focicties, and communicate the 
moft neceflary information, I dare fay it would be productive of 
beneficial confequences. ‘The fan€tion of the Farmer’s Magazine 
is become no trifle, and I flatter myfelf it will continue more and 
more refpectable, 

Having very lately received your lait Number, with great plea- 
fure I feize this opportunity of exprefling my warmeft applaufe 
of the elegant communication which begins the Number, entitled, 
* Confiderations on regulating the Value of Labour.’ Were 
fuch fentiments as therein dilplayed, general amongft landlords 
and men of confequence in the country, there would be fewer 
complaints of the irkfomenefs and inconveniences of the fituation 
of the tenantry, or of the obdurate pride and petty tyranny of 
fome of our great men. 

' With a refpe&t and efteem I fhall venture to fubfcribe mye 
elf 

Wigtonfoire, O8. 1804. AGRICOLA JuNiOR. 


TO THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


On the Englifh Poer’s Laws. 
Sir, 


Wirnovr entering much into the details of the management 
of aed parifhes, I fhall make a few curfory, but, I hope, 
well-founded remarks, on the fubje& in general, as a municipal 
regulation. ‘The tax for the exptefs purpofe is colle€ted by the 
overfeers of the poor, after a certain ratio or pound rate, on the 
average value of the tenure ; an impoft, now amounting, in fome 


years, 
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years, toa confiderable proportion of the rent, infomuch as to 

at extremely hard on the any oe | and lower clafles of occu- 
pants of land, many of whom, in this parith, are not better pro- 
vided for than fome of thofe families which receive relief. from 
the poor’s. rate, were fuch families fufficiently induftrious and 
careful. But the certainty of relief held out by the poor’s rate 
fund, by removing far from a man’s eyes the profpect of fa- 
mine to his family, banifhes all ftimulus to exertion of induftry 
and ceconomy. For why fhould 4e deny ‘himfelf the dear plea- 
fures of the village alehoufe, whofe wife and children will ul- 
timately be provided for, independently of his labour: and -care, 
and at the coft of other people, whatever. may be his own ex- 
travagance and excefs there?  Inftances_of this fort may be ad- 
duced, that are truly difgufting. Ihave paid, during my refidence 
in a neighbouring: parith, to. a perion who worked for me as a 
mafon, upwards of 1ool. in the courfe of: a fwmmer, and, at the 
very commencement of ‘the winter; I was a witnefs to his wife’s 
obtaining from a neighbouring Magiftrate, relief of not lefs than 
gs. per week, to be paid her out of the poor’s rate, when it might 
have been proved, that the money of the hufband’s earnings had 
been diffipated in the moft extravagant way. 


‘The fyitem is fundamentally bad, and. generally the moft pro- 
fligate are the fole gainers by it: confequently, holding out fuch 
funds almoft indifcriminately, muft have a tendency to produce 
much immorality, and heedlefsnefs of the future, ny the poor 


themielves ; thereby fruftrating every good intention of the law, 
and creating poverty, the very evil intended to be remedied by it. 
Doubtlefs mA widow, the difabled and deftitute, muft be provided 
for; but the beft mean of doing it, is well worth the confidera- 
tion of every one who is concerned in the {upport of good order, 
and attentive to the wants and neceflities of others. 

It may not be unreafonable to inquire a little into the caufe and 
origin of the Englifh poor’s laws, as they now ftand; for they 
were enacted in the reign of Elizabeth, only as a partial remedy 
for the previous embezzlement of the poor’s fund among other 
public funds, by her rapacious and-tyrannjcal father Henry VIIL., 
at the time of what is ufually ‘ftyled the Reformation. Before 
that period, the poor were relieved out of a certain proportion of 
the parochial tenths or tithes, fet apart for that purpofe, as a con- 
tingency of their grant. Thefe were originally the effects of vo- 
luntary contribution, which, it may eafily be proved, had for its 
obje& the provifion’ for the poor, as well as c the clergy, &c. 
&c. They were greedily feized by the tyrant, and doled out a- 
gain to his courtiers, his nobility and gentry, as a bribe for their 
iupport of him againft the Pope;.who very juftly threatened = 

' with 
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with the utmoft vengeance of the Church, for his feandalous and 
atrocious conduct in regard to his wives, &c. &c.—a vengeance 
not to be defpifed in thofe days, when its influence on the multi- 
tude was fo extenfive and powerful. 

The inconvenience of thefe bafe and felonious collufions was 
foon felt by the poor and middle clafles of the people, who be- 
came loudly clamorous on the fcore of their grievances ,and pri- 
vations.. ‘The expedient of the poor’s law was theretore adopted 
in the reign.of Queen Elizabeth ; the poor having, in the interim, 
feverely felt the lofs of that afliftance they were wont to receive 
from the religious houfes, as their own rightful thare of the tithes 
before their fuppreflion; and before fo great a proportion of the 
latter became the peculium of the nobility and gentry, by impro~ 
priation, patronage, &c. &c. 

What elfe but: bitter waters could proceed from fo muddy a 
fountain? However, though various attempts have been made 
to reform this code—to abolifh it altogether, or partially—parti- 
cularly by the excellent plan of Mr Burgefs, in which he pro- 
pofed that parifhes and townfhips fhould ‘be affociated, in the 
manner of friendly clubs or focieties refpectively, to be fubfcribed 
for by both rich and poor in time of health—every attempt tos 
wards an alteration has been fteadily oppofed by the magiftrates, 
whofe motive has been infcrutable, unlefs it be that they are fo. 
pleafed with the privilege of being kings of the beggars, that 
they cannot confent to an abdication ; for, under the poor’s laws, 
their power is nearly abfolute, to the great diftrefs of many of 
the moft reputable occupants of lands. ‘ 

What I can at prefent make out of the particulars of our parith, 
amounts to this: From about 1000 acres of Jand, about 15ol.: 
per annum, or 38. 6d. per acre, is at prefent collected by the o-« 
verfeer of the poor, who diftributes it among nearly twenty ob- 
jets, as he thinks fit; the amount is fometimes much greater, 
and in fome other parifhes, many times over that fum per acre. 
Thefe objects confift of widows, perfons incapable of labour, mi- - 
litiamens’ families, and baftard children : for part of this fund is 
worthily held out and applied by order of the magiftrates for the 
fupport and encouragement of baftardy, by making the father of 
the child liable to a part of maintenance only, the parith to the 
reft ; fo that, in this refpeét, it frequently happens, that occu- 
piers of {mall portions of land, who are with great difficulty en- 
abled to. bring up their own Jegitimate offspring, are obliged to 
contribute towards the fupport of other mens’ bafards. Many 
militiamens’ relations are able enough to keep their families from 
the parifh, if they would exert themfelves accordingly ; but the 
fpirit of independence, and former laudable reluctance in apply- 
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ing to the parifh fund, are nearly worn out: and this mode of 
relief is now claimed, or rather feized by them as their own pe- 
culiar property. One married man in the parifh has feveral baf- 
tards, and I much doubt whether he pays for the maintenance of 
any one of them. : 

In fhort, the effe€t of the poor’s laws as they now ftand, by 
taking away from individual man, who, by the law of nature, 
was condemned to earn his § bread by the fweat of his brow,’ all 
fort of refponfibility for the confequences of his own never fail- 
ing endeavours to increafe and multiply his fpecies, gives exift- 
ence to a vicious and abortive population ; creates the evils they 
were intended to mitigate ; and threatens to tear up the founda- 
tions of morality and property itfelf. The burden of the good 
old pauper fong, written foon after the enactment of laws, .ap- 
parently fo much in his favour, is tolerably deferiptive of their 
genuine fpirit; which, as far as my recolle€tion ferves me, is as 
follows : 

* Come let us drink, fing, and be merry, 
The parifh is bound to maintain us,’ 

Neverthelefs, as good fubje&ts and Chriftians, we are in fome 
degree bound to fubmit with patience to this and other abufes 
and grievances, of which, though the means of redrefs are obvi- 
ous and fafe, it would now be extremely improper to think of re- 
forming. Yet that for ever muft remain to be the only mode of 
averting thofe extremes, which, by the experience of all ages and 
countries, inevitably tend to the confufion and deftruétion of all 
human communities. 

The above mentioned expences are very much enhanced in 
times of fearcity and dearth; alfo, too frequently from moft ex- 
penfive litigations at law, on difputed cafes of fettlement, &c, 

I am yours, Ww. P 


FOR THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


Anfwer to Mago’s Query, p. 292, concerning the Advantage of En- 
clofing Corn Land. By Lieutenant-Colonel Vavafour. 


I wave obferved in your very ufeful and entertaining Publica- 
tion, the Farmer’s Magazine, a query figned Mago, on the expe- 
diency of enclofing lands adapted to the growth of corn. Al- 
though the enclofing the commons and common fields of Eng- 
land is certainly of t public and private benefit, I am much 
inclined to think, that if agrieulture were carried to that degree 
of perfection of which it is capable, all interior fences might be 
difpenfed with. - 
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making fubdivifion fences, together with their conftant repaits, 
and the lofs of land they occafion, will be fo much gained to the 
proprietor of the eftate. 

In Flanders, where the land produces more for the fupport of 
both man and beaft, than any part of Europe I am acquainted 
with, the enclofures indeed are very fmall, and are furrounded by 
borders, which are lower than the reft of the field: Thefe bor- 
ders are planted with poplars, and other quick growing trees, and 
a ditch is cut along the middle ; but thefe ditches are intended 
rather as drains, than as fences to confine cattle. In what is 
called the field gardening hufbandry, near London, the different 
crops are divided by narrow paths. This is faid alfo to be the 
practice in China. 

Whenever the greateft poflible produce is required from land, 
it is neceflary that no live ftock be fuffered to depafture in the 
field; but that the cattle crops be cut and carried to them in fome 
confined place. If theep are kept on clover, vetches, or other 
fummer food, they may be confined by hurdles or nets, as is 
practifed when at turnips, It will be remembered, that this fyf- 
tem is propofed for land adapted to the growth of corn; and 
which may, by thefe means, be made to produce more for the 
fupport of live ftock, than if the whole had been in grafs, exclu- 
five of the grain which will be fent to market. 

I am fully convinced, that large farms are in general the 
beft cultivated ; yet if the capital now expended on an extenfive 
tract of land, were employed on a farm of good arable land, of 
far lefs extent, but cultivated in a garden-like manner, and made 
to produce alternate corn and cattle crops, the latter to be con- 
fumed in the moft economical manner, confequently an immenfe 
quantity of manure made—if fuch a fyftem as this were purfued, 
a vaft additional produce would be brought to market, and a 
greater clear profit would remain to the cultivator of a fmall 
farm, than is at prefent generally made by the occupier of feverak 
hundred acres. 

If the foregoing premifes be well-founded, it muft follow that, 
on land adapted to the growth of corn, interior fences are unne- 
ceflary. But, according to the fyltem of agriculture at prefent 
generally practifed in this kingdom, they become unavoidable, as 
no tenant could be found who would give a fair rent for a farm, 
unlefs it was divided into moderate fized enclofures. ‘To culti 
vate a country in the moft garden-like manner, with a view toe 
the fupport of the greateft population, F believe it will be unne~ 


ceffary to divide farms into feparate enclofures by interior fences. 
Milbourn-hall, Yorkfbire. 


To 
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TO ‘THE CONDUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


> , . _ . : og ter 

I_po myfelf the pleafure of tranfmitting to, you an account of 
the drilled turnip hufbandry pewiahys drawn up in 1797, at 
the defire of the Earl of Lauderdale, for the ufe of his Grace 
the Duke of Bedford, by. Mr Low at. Woodend, a gentleman 
well known to a great number of your readers, and one who 
* entertains more correct views of rural economy in all its branch. 
es, than almoft any perfon of his profeflion. . Trufting it may 
prove advantageous to farming people in many diftricts, I re- 
commend its infertion in your Magazine, though it may not be 


improper to add, that a few copies were printed by one of the, 
author's acquaintances in Edinburgh, and circulated among his 
particular friends.. Lam, Sir, yours, &c. 


_ A Frienp To ImpRovyEMENTs. 
i a 
Method'of Cultivating and ‘Raifing Turnips in Drills, as praétifed 
in Berwickfbire and the Neighbouring Counties. 


General Hiffory.—The praGice of fowing field turnips in, drills 
has prevailed in Berwickthire thefe forty-five years paft;. though, 
from {mall-beginnings, the culture of this ufeful root has in- 
creafed fo much, and been fo extenfive, that, the practice has 
been communicated to ail the neighbouring counties, and the 
ploughmen and overfeers,.who have been long accuftomed to 
migrate, have.in.fome degree extended it all. over Scotland : 
And wherever it has been practifed and well underftood, it has 
got a decided preference to the ,broad-caft hufbandry, for the 
following among many other obvious reafons. 

1. The Jand under a.drilled crop, which’admits the plough 
between the drills, is better cleaned, and cultivated more’ like 
Jand under, fallow than under crop. 

2. The hand-hoeing of the.drill.crop is much eafier perform- 
ed than that of the broad-caft crop, the former being done by. 
women and children, who caa learn their work in a day, where- 
as the latter requires gardeners, or expert and long experienced 
hand-hoers.. ._., athens , 

3.. Che earth is generally laid.up to the drill turnips by the 
plough, and on this account they are better covered, and confe- 
quently better.preferved in, cafe of fevere frofts, which often 
fpoil the crop,,efpecially. in high. fituations, ,Befides this, the 
drilled turnips are very eafily gotat in time of deep fnow, and 
are in that fituation taken up with lefs lofs than the broad-caft 
crop. 

4 
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4. The drilled crop is generally better. than the broad-caft 
crap, and will weigh more per acre, feldom lefs, except where 
the land is very fine, in good heart, clean and dry: Such oily 
is in preparation for a broad-caft crop, wheteas a drilled crop is 
often raifed on land very coarfe and foul. i eo nkt 

g. By drilling wet land, the tops of the drills or {mall ridges 
are in fome degree laid dry, and a good crop is often raifed of 
land fo wet, that the broad-caft crop would have no chance to 
be worth working. 

Preparation of the Land.—The land intended for turnips, 
which is generally fuch as has carried a crop of wheat or oats, 
is firft ploughed after harveft: it is again crofs-ploughed ia 
March or April, if the feafon will allow: it is next broken and 
pulverized with the break or harrows, and all the weeds and 
ftones are carefully gathered by women and children, and cart- 
ed off into heaps on the fides of the fields. The operations of 
ploughing, harrowing, and gathering weeds, couch gris &e. 
are. not given up till the land is thoroughly cleaned. If the land 
requires liming, the lime has either been {pread on the ftubble 
after harveft, or it is laid up in large heaps in or near the field, 
and covered with turf or ftraw, to keep it dry, and from cake- 
img, during winter: it is {fpread upon the land, previoufly clean- 
ed for its reception, and fometimes ploughed, but oftener har- 
rowed in; and thereafter the land is ready for ridging or drill- 
ing up, dunging and fowing. It forwards the work confider- 
ably, when the dung is carried out from the dung-yards in win- 
ter, and laid up in middens on the fields. If thefe middens are 
not trodden upon, the rotting of the dung is much forwards 
ed. Sometimes, where the land is very clean, and dung to be 
had in plenty, it is fpread on the ftubble land, and ploughed 
down with the firft ploughing the land gets after harvett. 

’ Forming the Drills or ‘Ridges ——Where the ground is not well 
pulverized, but remains rough and cloddy, the drills are formed 
with the common fwing-plough drawn by two horfes, which 
lays together three or four rinds or furrows for one drill. But 
the moft common and expeditious method of forming thefe drilis 
is by a double mould boarded plough, which has the boards 
hung on the fheath with hinges, and can be fet wider and nate 
rower at pleafure. It is alfo drawn by two horfes yoked abreatt, 
and forms both fides of the drill at ofce. The width of the 
drills is generally from twenty-feven to thirty-fix inches. And 
when the ridges are not much rounded, the daills are not laid in 
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the courfe of them; which is generally parallel 
t Ont of ‘other of thevfides of the field, but 
are angled a: little, as ‘on ‘the ‘margin, for the 
yarpote of having the dung better mixed with 
the foil, when it comes to be ‘ploughed up 
into'the ordinary fized ridges: for ‘grain, after 
the turnips are’ ate off. 

When the field is dried vp-or formed 
into narrow ridges: or grooves, a fection BAALAA 
of them appears thus: 

Dunging and covering the Dung—Thefe operations go hand 
my hand, and follow! one*another as faft'as can be done, always 
taking care to be‘bufy in dry weather. ‘The dung, at ‘the ‘rate 
6f from teh to twenty double horfe carts ‘to the acre, is: carted 
fo the drills, -and-lsidin fmalt heaps in every 3d, 4th, ‘sth, or 
oth one, “arthe’@iftance of from eight to ten feet: “Tt 4s -imme- 
diately fprea by tareftl “harids inte the furrows 5 and when a 
few of ‘the driis'drfurtows dre dunged from end ‘to ‘end, the 
double boardei? plough’ 8 again ‘wfed ‘te fplit the drills and cover 
tHe-Gung,, whithitdoes-at once goi 7 


abotr, texving the (top: ‘of ‘the ‘drills A. LABEL... 
Fides immediatly above the dutig thus: a 


" Soaving the Secil.—Pesit isiof confequence to cover ‘the dung 
Gtickly, ‘im order ro-preferve the ‘fap'in ‘it, fo is it ‘to fow the 
feed immediately; wile there is moiflure in the ground from 
its being newly turned up. 
“'Theritging plough genérally leaves the tops of. the drills too 
high ard natrow for'the reception of the feed. Where the dung 
7 Welkerotted; and the foil a little Riff, the drills are fomewhat 
levelled before fowing, by a light ‘har- 
row paffing once of twice over them, gaa eam geen cm, em 
feaving them thus = 
But rhe moft common way of flattening them is to ufe a light 
wooden 'roller‘of about four and a-half feet long, drawn by one 
horfe. ‘He walks'in the furrow, and the roller preffes down 
and fpreads or flattens the tops of two of the ridges or drills ac 
once. ‘To'the frame of this roller is tied by a rope or light 
éhain, the drill or fowing plough,.of which there ate various 
kinds. ‘Fhe fimpleft is ‘generally the beft. It is a cylinder or 
fmall barrel of -white iron or copper, mounted on an axle with 
one or two wheels, oftener upon 'two than one, It is_perforat- 
éd With holes ‘at-equal diftances, and-as it turns round with the 
Wheels, the feed falls equally:out, and exaétly in-a ftraight line. 
‘This cylinder and wheels are fixed to a light frame-work, which 
has two {tilts, and is kept on the top of the drill or ridge by a 
mean or a boy, who walks behind as if managing a plotgh, = 
ore 
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fore the cylinder there is fixed to the frame-work a kind of coul+ 
ter, which makes a {mall rut for the feed, and behind is {fixed a 
take with two or three teeth, which mixes the feed dropped 
With the foil; and as the horfe returns by the next furrow, to 
right ot left, the oppofite end of the roller rolls the ridge fown, 
and comprefles the top of the ridge on which the fowing machine 
follows. When it is neceffaty to do much work at a time, there 
are two fowing machines which follow the fame roller, and fow 
two ridges at once; and a fecond rollet follows to roll in the 
feed. Sometimes the roller ufed for the feed is a kind of broad 
low wheel attached to the machine, and rolls only on the track 
or rut where the feed is fown. On fine land, well prepared 
with rotten dung, or'on fich land as will grow turnips without 
dung, and when it is confidered as unneceflary to horfe-hoe, 
there is a drill ufed which is attached to the common fwing- 
ploughy.aind, one plough folowing anothet, the turnip feed is 
fown 4h rews-at a regulated diftance and depth: This »dridma- 
chine is made by the patetitee in Yorkthire. 

Choice and Quantity of Seed, 8ec.—The feed for the moft part 
is brought from England, and retailed to the farmers by fhap~ 
keepers.° There are fome growers of feed in the country, who 

retend to take great care in feleCling the beft ‘kinds from: their 
18;which ‘only ate allowed'to run to feed. It is reckoned 
bet when the turnips intended for feed are tranfplanted early in 
the fpring, ‘before fhooting. ‘The round white, the green tops, 
the ted ¢opt, and the high round bottle topt, are all wfed, and 
very often mixed in the fame field. When cattle or theep shave 
a choice; they generally: prefer ‘the other kinds to. the: ted; 
hence it is concluded, ‘that the red does not feed fo readily as 
the other kinds; but they are cultivated im confiderable quant 
ties, beeaufe they Rand the winter beft. Two pounds weight 
of feed is generally fown on an acres a lefs quantity is.fuihi- 
cient; ‘bat'the faving of feet is of -very little importance. im this 
cafe; as it feldom fells above 6d. per pound, and when thick 
fown, the plants puth beft at firft, and are Jefs ‘liable to be all 
deftroyed by the fly, which fometimes happens when very thin 
fown. 

The Swedith turnip has been tried, but is not im general nfe. 
They anfwer well with tranfplanting when: young, and there- 
fore aré fometimes fown in fmall quantities, for the purpofe of 
being tranfplanted into blanks in the common turnip fields. 
They are known to be very hardy, and can ‘be preferved till late 
in the {pring, on which account they were (when firft introdu- 
ced) thonght t6 be of great ufe, as coming in for proper food 
fer young ftock; wetween the failing of the gommon crop and 
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the fpringing of. grafs; but it has been difcovered. that the. tkin 
or rind is fo thick and hard, as to {hake out the teeth- of, young 
ttock, efpecially of hogs (young theep), and therefore. they are 
not much cultivated by the farmers. 

Time of Sowing.—Drilling up the: land, dunging and fowing, 
commences about the firft of June, and is continued to the 
middle of July. The crops fown before or after thefe periods, 
in Scotland, feldom turn to any account. From the soth to the 
2oth of June, is reckoned the very beft time for fowing. 

Horfe-hoeing.—W hen the turnip plants are from one to three 
or four inches high, or when the weeds begin to appear, a {mall 
light fwing plough of the common form, known.in Scotland by 
the name of Smali’s plough, drawn by one, horfe, goes along 
one fide of the ridge or drill, and turns off the earth from the 
young plants, and returns by the other fide 
for the fame purpofe, leaving the field in 
appearance thus: ; 

In place of the light common. plongh, fometimes the earth is 
turned off from each fide of the,young plants bya machine, 
mounted with two coulters, which cut from. both fides at once, 
and on fmooth land does the work equally well with the plough, 
and more expeditioufly. 

_  Hand-boeing.—-Two or three days after the earth, is turned off 
from the plants, the hoers go to work, ufing.a hoe from five, to 
eight inches. broad, and, at one ftroke acrofs the. ridge, cut the 
weeds, and leave the turnips fufficiently thinned. This. work 
cofts about 2s. per acre. Ch. Syd 

After being thus horfe and hand-hoed, the field, remains ia 
‘the fame ftate ten or fifteen days, and if the weeds grow fait, 
‘the fame operation is repeated. ‘The whole operation, both. of 
-horfe and hand-hoeing, under. ordinary cixcumftances, does not 
~amount to above 7s. per acre, 

Furrowing up the Turnips—The turnips being clean, hoed; and 
beginning to bottle, the earth lying between the rows,, which 
has been turned off, as above mentioned, from both fides of the 
plants, is again laid up to.them by a light double,boarded plough, 
drawn by one horfe. The operation is 
then fivifhed, and the field or drills 
left in appearance thus:. ; 

Sometimes it happens that weeds, fuch as wild muftard, &c. 
grow up, and appear among the turnips: after this laft operation ; 
in which cafe they ate pulled up by the hands.of women or chil- 
dren, fo that by Auguit nothing is feen 
but the tops or thaws of the turnips, 
eovering the field thus; nes , 
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Drawing, or Eating off the Turnips.—By the end of October, 
or 1ft of November, the turnips are drawn for feeding black 
cattle, tied up in the theds or ftables, or going at large in ftraw 
yards, or laid out to them in dry grafs fields; or they are 
ate on the field by fheep, kept together on the fame fpot by 
flakes or hurdles, which are fhifted once a week. More gene- 
rally now, the one half, that is, five or fix rows about, is drawn 
for black cattle, and the other half remains to be ate on the 
ground by fheep, either ewes or wedders, which go to market 
from 1ft-March to the 1ft May, and fell for from 45s. to 7cs. 
each. A great proportion of the crop, raifed by breeders, is 
confumed by young ftock (fheep), which feed on them from 1ft: 
Novembet to the 1ft May, and are thereby raifed to a great fize, 
and kept in good order. ‘They go off then, in the middle of 
May or tft of June, to the Yorkthire dealers, at from 303. to 
40s. a head. 

Value of the Crop of Turnips—Many farmers, who are nei- 
ther breeders nor feeders of ftock, cultivate and raife fields of 
turnips. Thefe they let to feeders, or breeders of ftock, to be 
ate off, as may be ftipulated, in a given time, either with black 
cattle or fheep. Formerly (about ten years ago) the price ran 
from 21. to 3l. per acre. Of late years, owing to the increafing 
value of ftock, the price has run from 4l. to 71. per acre. An 
acre of good turnips will maintain and feed an ox of 60 or 70 
ftones for five months, or ten fheep for the fame period. The 
Ox’s price in ordinary years will advance by this feeding 5]. and 
the theep’s tos. There is more trouble in feeding with black: 
cattle than theep, but the additional quantity of dung made com- 
penfates this trouble. It is not uncommon to find* turnips, - in 
drills, on frefh new land, that will weigh from 20 to 32 lib. Eng- 
lifh ; but a fize under ro lib. is the moft common crop. 

Management of the Land after the Turnip Crop—On moft of 
the dry lands along the Tweed and fea-coaft, where turnips are 
raifed and ate off by fheep, it is common to fow wheat upon fuch 
fields'as are cleared, by the 1{t or middle of March. Thofe clear- 
ed from the middle of March to the middle of April, are fown 
with early.or Dutch oats. After that, where turnips remain, the 
land is fown with barley. All thefe crops generally get only one 
ploughing, and are fown with clover feeds, 12 lib. to the acre, 
half red, half white, with a bufhel of ryegrafs, if the field is to 
remain in grafs longer than one year; but if intended to remain 
only one year in grais, the whole feed is broad or red clover. 

Rotation of Crops,—Upon the fine rich’ turnip lands the rota- 
tion of crops generally is, 

~ ~Y. “Drilled turnips. 
* 2, Wheat, with clover feeds, 
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. Clover, cut green for horfes, or made into hay. 
. Wheat. 
Or, 1. Turnips. 
. Oats, or Barley with clover feeds. 
. Clover cut green, or for hay. 
. Oats. 
Or, fometimes, though reckoned worfe farming, 
1. ‘Turnips. 
2. Wheat. 
3. Oats. 

Lands that will bear any of thefe three rotations are reckoned 
the very beft, and will pay the moft rent. From 30s. to 45s. per 
acre is not an uncommon rent for fuch lands. 

Lands of a worfe quality, or in a high climate, which is the 
general caft of the county of Berwick, are laid to grafs after the 
turnip crop, and continued in pafture for four or five years. And 
the lands {till more high and barren, are fometimes ploughed out 
of lea, or barren grais, or heath, and fallowed and limed the 
year previous to their bearing a crop of turnips. This mode of 
preparation is reckoned excellent ; and it is obfervable, that lands 
of thefe laft claffes, managed in this way, will bear as weighty a 
crop of turnips asthe better lands ; but they do not fatten fo well, 
nor maintain fo much ftock. 

Houfing or Stacking of Turnips.—In Scotland, the winter frofts 
are fometimes very fevere, and continue for a month or fix weeks. 
During this time, though the turnips may be pulled, or rather 
cut up with hoes, yet they are fo hard as not to be ate by the 
itock but with the greateft difficulty, and therefore the ftock lofes 
ficth. ‘To guard again{t this unfavourable feafon, the expert and 
diligent feeder pulls up a quantity of the turnip in November, 
and, after cutting off the tops and roots, ftacks them up, or 
houfes them near the feeding theds or field, and covers them well 
with ftraw. They are then in good order to be dealt out to the 
{tock in time of hard froft or deep fnow. 

Removing Turnips from Wet Land.—The rage for raifing ter- 
nips in Berwickfhire is fo great as to induce the farmers to fow 
them fometimes on land fo wet an: fpongy as not to bear the 
theeps’ feet to eat, far lefs the cart wheels to carry them off. In 
this cafe, it is confidered to be the beft way to carry them off in 
creels (or large bafkets faftened to a faddle) on horfeback. The 
horfe walks in the furrow between the rows of turnip without - 
poaching the land. Thefe creels or bafkets open at bottom to let 
out the mrnips when carried to the place where they are, wanted. 
A horfe will carry 2t a time from three to four hundred weight 
with eafe. 


Concluficn, 
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Concluficn.—It is to the drilled turnip hufbandry, added to the 
mixt hufbandry (or that of having half of the farms in tillage and 
half in pafture grafs, with power to fhift), that Berwickihire is 
indebted for the high rank it holds of being one of the firft and 
beft cultivated counties (under fimilar circumftances) in the king- 
dom, and for the extenfive demand for its breed of black cattle 
and fheep; which has filled the pockets of many of the farmers 
with well-earned wealth, and, in many cafes, has tripled, qua- 
drupled, and quintupled the landlord’s rent. It is perhaps necef- 
fary to add, that much of the land being allowed to lye for years 
in pafture grafs, it acquires a ftiffnefs on the furface, from the 
gratis roots, that cannot be reduced by the breaking-up crop, which 
is generaliy oats fown after one ploughing: therefore the drill 
turnip hu{bandry becomes more neceflary here than in other coun- 
ties, where almolt the whole lands are conftantly kept under crop, 
and where no grais of value is to be found above one year old. 

Wood-End, by Dunfe, December +797. Avex. Low. 


TO THE CONPUCTOR OF THE FARMER’S MAGAZINE. 


Direétions where Graduated Spring Steelyards may be procured, with 
Remarks on Mr Ducket’s Skim-Plough. 


Sir, 

The York/bire Farmer, page 523, vol. IV. of your Magazine 
may obtain the Graduated Spring Steelyards that he inquires after, 
by applying to Mr Salmon, Woburn Park, Bedfordfhire, where 
alfo are made the machines for weighing live ftock, on the fame 
principles as thofe ufed annually at Woburn fheep-fhearing to de- 
termine the, prizes. 

The price of the fpring fteelyard is five guineas; of the cattle 
weighing machine I cannot fay, but think about the fame price. 
With this graduated fpring fteelyard, the force required to work 
every feparate part of the Duke of Bedford’s large thrafhing ma- 
chine has been meafured, which has difcovered fome very im- 
portant facts in mechanics. 

In A. Young’s Annals of Agriculture, No. 248, page 540, 
the writer who figns Montagu Burgoyne, in defcribing the plough- 
ing match at Harlow, July 1. 1804, ftates as follows : 

¢ It appeared to me to be as neceffary to afcertain the fuperio- 
tity of the plough as of the ploughman. Ai filver medal was for 
this reafon given to the manufacturer or owner of the beit plough, 
-which did its bufinefs the beft with the /eaf force. A good deal 
af difficulty occurred in this decifion, for every method hitherto 
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thought of to afcertain the force required is very infufficient. 
We had recourfe to a {pring dials; but we found it fo much af- 
fected by the fudden jerks of the horfes, that it proved nothing, 
and impeded the regular motion of the plough.’ 

The writer of this paragraph has convicted himfelf by fuch an 
affertion ; becaufe, had this /pring dial not been affected by the 
fudden jerks of the horfes, it is plain it could not have been ac- 
curate ; for it muft be acknowledged that thofe fudden jerks of 
the horfes were owing to a greater exertion for a fhort time, and 
that if the fpring dial had not difcovered the force of this exer- 
tion it would have been inaccurate and of little ufe. ~~ 

Every extra obftaele that the plough meets with caufes it to 
draw harder, and the greater the number of thefe obftacles the 
more general force is required ; all of which ought to be taken 
into the account in meafuring the force exerted. Every different 
velocity of the horfes will make a difference in the actual force 
neceffary to be applied to the plough. All other things being the 
fame, the flower the pace of the horfes the lefs force will be re- 

uired. 
: The weight that the holder of the plough applies on the 
handles mult make a material difference on the draught of the 
horfes ; and yet..it makes part of their work, although it is no 
part of ploughing. I have known this unneceffary weight on 
the plough-tail caufe half the work of the horfes. 

It is very..fortunate for Mr Ducket’s tkim-plough that this 
(whim) dial was thrown afide as ufelefs; becaufe it is plain to 
every one, that if thé force was taken into the account, Mr 
Ducket’s plough muft dtand low in the lifts; and I'can affure 
M. Burgoyne, that although the fpring fteelyards were’ ufed at 
the Woburn ploughing match, and Mr Ducket had a prize, that, 
in the decifion, the force:was not: taken. into ‘the account, as it 
made no part of the’ conditions of the premium. 

Mr Ducket’s plough is certainly a very valuable inftrument for 
eovering the turf, &c. which certainly cannot be done’ without 
confiderable expence of power. Neither will it be believed’ by 
any practical farmer that it will ¢ fo completely plough; in ‘any 
crop, three feet highs that not a blade fhall appear above ground !” 

E have no wifh to detraét from the. merits of ‘any initfument, 
however {mall ; at the fame time I efteem it a duty to ¢orreet 
any falfe impreflions that may be made on the public mind; eéi- 
ther by ignorance or defign. Lam, Sir, your'moft obedient fer- 
vant, : B. Bevan. 


Leighton-Beds, September 19. 1804. } ae 
BRANCR 





475°) 


BRANCH IL. 


AGRICULTURAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Wuen our laft Number went to prefs, the weather, generally 
{peaking, was dry over the whole ifland, and fanguine expeéta- 
tions were entertained, that a full and abundant crop of grain 
would be gained by the hufbandman. Before publication, how- 
ever, a great, and, in many inftances, a fatal change occurred, 
which, at that critical period, proved very injurious to the corn 
fields, particalarly thofe occupied by wheat. In England, the 
rains fet in with feverity foon after the middle of July; confe- 
quently the after lofs was greater than that felt in Scotland, 
where the weather remained longer unaltered. In the firft 
week of Auguft much rain fell in every direction; and, for 
more than two weeks thereafter, the weather continued wet 
and unfettled, preventing every kind of grain, oats excepted, 
from filling and ripening with vigour and fuccefs, and occafion- 
ing that baneful diforder, mildew, upon’ many fields of wheat. 
Independent of thefe rains, there was-good reafon for believing, 
that the wheat crop of Scotland would have been more prolific 
than any one. for many years paft. Even under the'imaufpicious 
circumf{tances now detailed, it may be eftimated as fully equal 
to an average, though much of the grain is'of inferior quality, 
and, in fome diftriGs, not a little {mutted. 

Notwith{tanding that feveral of the grain crops were greatly 
injured by exceflive wetnefs at the period mentioned, yer other 
articles, {uch as oats, grafs,: turnips, and potatoes, were confi- 
derably benefited thereby: Oats are a kind of aquatic, and rare- 
ly fuffer from moifture, unlefs where lodged ; and leguminous 
crops, peas excepted, are feldom good in a dry feafon. Indeed, 
turnips and cloyers received much advantage from the Lammas 
rains; many fields of both being completely at a ftand when the 
quarter commenced, 

From the various accounts tranfmitted to us, it appears that, 
in England, wheat turns out a fhort crop, and that the quality, 
in feveral cafes, is of a very inferior defcription. This is evi- 
dent, from the average price of flour approaching fo near to that 
of wheat ; a circumitance which cannot happen, unlefs when 
the grain is materially defective. Perhaps we are not far from 
the mark, when we-rate the deficiency of produce at. one 
fourth, compared with that of the preceding year. In Scotland, 
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though the grain is, in few inftances, fo plump and well colour- 
ed as laft feafon, yet the return per acre is much nearer to 
the ordinary produce, than among our fouthern neighbours ; for, 
in Scotland, the rains were later, not fo heavy, nor of fo long 
continuation as with them. Had they happened earlier, when 
the grain was in an embryo ftate, it is very probable, that qua- 
lities would not have been better than they were in 1799. At 
one period, the like apprehenfions were entertained, as were 
realized in that fatal year; but thefe were foon removed, by 
the uncommon fine weather that followed, by which the quality 
was eminently improved. 

Barley, fo far as cultivated, may be regarded as an average 
crop; but then the breadth of ground occupied by this grain was 
much narrowed this feafon. ‘The prices of laft year, owing to 
the exorbitant tax impofed upon malt, were fo low that the grower 
was difcouraged from raifing it. This was conftantly predicted 
by us; and indeed the fpirit of prophecy was not required to 
form fuch a prediction. Barley is an article rarely imported ; 
perhaps it is not raifed extenfively on the Continent, therefore a 
jhort crop of it will be more difficult to remedy than that of any 
other grain. 

Oats, according to our information, promife to be as plentiful 
as lait year, though, no doubt, the deficiency of barley will throw 
a greater demand for them into the market. Laft year, much 
barley was uted for horfe feed ; a — hardly to be expected 
under prefent circumftances, therefore the demand for oats muft 
be proportionably increafed. 

Peas and beans, this year, are by moft people confidered as 
fuperior to any crops got fince 1798. This is rather remarkable 
when the adverfe weather in fpring is remembered, and can only 
be accounted for from the fine weather in the blooming and ri- 
pening feafons, both being remarkably favourable. 


Thus we have given a concife view of the feveral corn crops, col- 
leéted fromm an extenfive correfpondence over the whole ifland. In 
fome diftrifts, the fcale may be lower or higher than we have 
marked it ; but, taking matters as a whole, we have reafon to be- 
lieve that our account, in fubftance, is not anal wide of the 


truth. In former times, a confiderable period oe ed before the 
general fituation of the crop could be afcertained ; but now, when 
agriculturifts maintain a correfpondence nearly as regular as that 
carried on by mercantile people, the profperity and adverfity of 
rural concerns can be eftimated with facility. 

From the foregoing ftatement, ‘the late advance upon the prices 
of grain may be fatisfactorily explained. Indeed the'rife has been 
general over the whole ifland, though full ‘as great in the metro- 
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polis as in the country diftrits. Whether matters have reached 
their level it would be difficult to fay, though there is reafon to 
believe that they have not yet gone fo far. The new corn bill 
has been confidered as partly caufing a rife; but, in our humble 
opinion, without the f{malleft foundation. ‘The bill is not yet 
come into action, therefore cannot have ftopped the importation 
of a fingle bufhel. Perhaps the profpeét of its operation rather 
quickened importation, by caufing orders to be fent out which 
might otherwife have been poftponed. ‘The prices of wheat, bar- 
Jey and oats are greatly above the rates fixed on by the new bill, 
therefore it is plain that the like advance would have happened, 
even had the Legiflature rejected it. We are none of thofe 
who place much dependence upon corn laws for regulating the 
market ; indeed their utility and effect are both problematical cir- 
camitances, the markets being entirely regulated by the goodnets 
or badnefs of the crop. We have always contended for protect- 
ing duties in favour of Britifh hufbandmen, fo as they might not 
be underfold in their own market by foreigners; and had duties 
been impofed upon importation equal to the difference betwixt 
the value of labour and amount of taxes in Britain and thofe of 
foreign countries, in our opinion no injury would have been receiv- 
ed from a total abrogation of the corn laws. Export:tion of grain 
from Britain is now out of the queftion. We have coniumpt at 
home for every difpofeable bufhel; and, according to our views, 
were a furplus to remain, it would afford fure proof that the 
profperity of the country was on the wane—that trade was de- 
creafing, and that population was either reduced, or the people 
left without the means of enjoying their ufual comforts. 

The butcher market has continued nearly in an equable ftate 
through the quarter; any little ditlerence being on the fide of de- 
clenfion. Lean ftock, efpecially fheep, feemed at one time to be 
on the fall; but, of late, prices appear to be more ftationary. 
Mutton has, for feveral months, been from ro to 15 per cent. 
cheaper than beef, occafioned, in a great meafure. by the im- 
mente crop of lambs brought to market laft fummer. High as 
grain may be reckoned, butcher meat, if we take the old ftandard 
as a rule, is ftill higher. It is more than twice the price of bread, 
and at this time there is {mall profpect that prices will bear great- 
er affinity. 

So far as we can learn, every exertion is making by hufband- 
men in the wheat diftricts, to increafe the culture of that valua- 
ble grain; and no objet more deferves their attention, whie- 
ther confidered in a public or private poistt of view. ‘The public 
have now got fo largely into the ufe of wheat bread, that an ex- 
tended culture. of the raw article is becoming every day more ne- 
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ceflary and, without difcuffing the advantages of other fyftems, 

it may fafely be admitted as an axiom, that none promife greater 

profit to the cultivator than the one which admits the greateft 

fowing of wheat, it being at the fame time eres underftood, 

that foil and climate are calculated for the growth of that grain, - 
Nov. 1. > 


ae ee 
EXTRACTS FROM PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE: 
¢.0.7. iA ND 


Selkirk Quarterly Repcrt. 


Tue firft and fecond weeks of Auguft proved very wet, and the na- 
tural crops of hay then in hand were much damaged. Harveft was 
alfo much retarded thereby, as the corns continued growing when they 
ought to have been ripening. After all, our grain crops are abundant, 
and feldom, if ever, hada better appearance in the field and ftack-yard. 

There was lefs bear and barley fown with us this year than formerly, 
ewing to the difficulty experienced laft year of finding merchants. _ Oats, 
which are our principal grain, were in many places lodged by the rains, 
which gives fufpicion that they will not meal fo well as they did laft year. 
Peas were a good crop, and well harvefted, which is every thing with 
them, Turnips'fuffered much from the ravages of the caterpillar, and 
are below par. Potatoes are excellent, both in quantity and quality. 
Some people have thirty-five after one, a produce feldom obtained in 
this part of the country.—0@. 20. 


Aberdeenfhire Quarterly Report, 


‘Ts. weather during the harveft quarter was highly favourable. for 
the ripening, cutting down, and ingathering of the crop ; and, except 
fome flight. (hakes from the equinoétial gales, the work of the feafon 
was finifhed inthe moft perfect and agreeable manper.. Bear and oats 
rather exceed an average, both as to quantity and quality, Peas and 
turnips are generally good, and few years are recollected wherein the 
potato crop was fo prolific. The grafs feeds fown laft {pring .make an 
excellent appearance, and the pafture fields {till afford,a,gqod bite... In 
fhort, we have caufe to rejoice that, when engaged in an objtinate , con- 
teft with a foreign foe, peace and plenty flourifh at home. Thefe 
are the greateft bleflings that can be enjoyed; and, being furnifhed: to 
us fo liberally, ought to imprefs the hearts of all with gratitude to the 
Bountiful Giver. Of, 21. 


Letter from Galloway, Ofober 22, 


‘ Till the 22d of September, we had favourable harveft, weather, at 
which time fome, winds caufed. a contiderable fhake:of the, grain that 
remajned uncut upon the higher grounds. For three weeks. paft, we 
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have had a great deal of rain, which occafions a confiderable. part. of 
the crop upon the higher grounds to remain ftill in the fields. 

* Wheat and barley are not fown in large quantities here, and, in 
general, have yielded but light crops this feafon, Turnips were hurt 
by the drought and the caterpillar, and, though looking well at prefent, 
will not prove a heavy crop. Potatoes, owing to the badnefs of wea- 
ther at feed time, and the drought through fummer, are but indifferent. 
A confiderable demand has lately appeared for wintering cattle, though 
at reduced prices. Sheep have a duller fale than cattle. At Stranraer 
market, beef is 44d, and 5d. Avoirdupois weight ; mutton rather lower, 

¢ The grain market is expected to do well; and report fays, that 
408. may be expected for potato oats, per boll of 12 bufhels ; for com- 
mou oats 363.; but as our markets do not commence early, little can 
be faid how they may go. 


Letter from Falkirk, O&ober 22. 


* The harvelt in this diltri€t hasbeen fully three weeks later than 
laft year, or than it promifed about the beginning of Auguft. This is 
always an unfavourable circumftance ; and as the operations of that fea- 
fon could not be carriéd on with the fame celerity as lait year, thefe, by 
confequence, became more expenfive. It is now finifhed; and | be- 
lieve the crop was generally fecured in pretty good condition. The 
<rop is more bulky than laft year ; confequently, the ftack yards afford 
a plentiful appearance. But this is deceptious; for in fa& the crop is 
not really fuperior, in quantity of grain, to that of laft year, and, in 
quality, is by no means equal to it. _ Harveft work was carried on at 
great expence to the farmer, reapers (chiefly women) having for fome 
time got two fhillings a day with victuals; and where money alone was 
given, which is often the cafe in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
town, -half a crown, and two fhillings and eightpence. Wheat, till a- 
bout the beginning of Augult, had a flattering appearance, and pros 
mifed a very abundant return, About that’ time, however, all the 
weighty fields were lodged, and, from the continued rains, were never 
able to get up again; they were of courfe greatly injured, and faut is 
more generally complained of than has been the cafe in this diftri@ for 
fome years. A moit culpable, but at the fame time very general opi+ 
nion ‘prevails here, that where old wheat is ufed for feed, pickling is 
uoneceflary ; but the very great lofles from {mut this year, will perhaps 
cure many of our old-fafhioned farmers of this prejudice, which nothing 
clfe could have eafily effected. 

Barley is a pretty good crop, but was fown to much lefs extent than 
ufual, owing to its having been laft year a perfect drug. It is now 
in great demand, at a very advanced price, which no doubt will in- 
duce many farmers to cultivate this grain next year to its former ex- 
tent: indeed the quick demand, and high price this feafon, may pro- 
bably lead’ fome even to exceed their former breadth. If the prefent 
difproportionate malt duties thould continue, it doesnot require the 
gift of prophecy to predi& that fuch a plan will endin difappointment; 
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by reducing the article to its late ftate in the market. Beans may be 
reckoned up to an average crop. Oats are bulky, but, from fomé 
trials at the mill, don’t promife to meal equal to laft year. The pota- 
toes are not yet all up, but they are of good quality, and a very abun- 
dant crop indeed. Paftures have been excellent through the whole 
feafon, and ftill afford a full bire. Young graffes look very thriving. 
Wheat on fallows has been gut fown in fine condition, and a regu- 
lat healthy braird appears on many fields. Harveft having ‘been ra- 
ther backwatd, and a good deal of rain of late, winter ploughing is 
not far advanced. Our grain ‘market durmg the laft quatter has been 
looking up, and is expected ftill to rife. Old wheat, of good quality, 
378.; New 333.3; Barley gos. ; Beans 21s. Potatoes are not expeéied 
to exceed 56. per boll. This-will tend greatly to keep down the price 
of oat-meal, which is at prefent about 16d. per peck. . 

Upon the whole, this promifes to turn out a more favourable year 
than the laft for the farmer; for although his crop may not be quite 
fo good, the prices are likely to be more in proportion than that dift 
ferencet.. ‘Many of his articles were fold at a tate wbfolutely telow 
what they could be produced at laft year. Our butcher market ‘has 
fallen confiderably. Beef in retail, 7d. to 8d. ; Mutton 6d. to 7d, 
per lib. Tron. ‘This is more than ‘might have been expeéted, confider- 
ing the’ prices at the laft tryft, which fully exceeded the general expec- 
tation. On the forenoon of the firft day of the tryft, there was rather 
a dull appearance: this, however, did not Taft long ; for bufinefs after- 
wards ‘became very brifk, and good prices were obtained for almoft all 


forts of cattle. Before the end of the week the muir'was nearly quite 
eleared. : , 


Rofi-foire. Quarterly Report. 

We had, upon the whole, a fummer favourable to vegetation; paf- 
ture grafs was every where in great abundance ; and, now that the 
corn crops are nearly all harvefted, they will, it is thought, turn out 
above an average of the laft three years, wheat excepted, which was 
much hurt with ruft, and. almoft all infeted with {mut. Oats and 
barley promife fuperior famples to ordinary years, being in general got 
into the ftack-yard in fine condition. Of late, the weather has ‘been 
unfavourable for the wheat feed; and the little corn that remains in the 
field, in high fituations, muft fuffer by it. Potatoes are an abundant 
crop; many of ‘them, however, are ftill in the field, and may fuffer 
from wet and froft, before they can be taken up and fecured. Turnips- 
are in general a weighty crop. From this circumftance, and the bulk 
of ftraw, winter keep for cat'le will be in great plenty. Cattle mar- 
kets have of late been brifk, and the prices confiderably advanced, 
fince Auguft laft. Our corn prices cannot be noted. No wheat nor 
eats have yet been fold of this crop, except a little of the former for 
Teed. Oat meat fells from 25s. to 26s. per boll of nine ftones; Barley 
from 28s. to 306. per boll, Beef and mutton from 4d. to 6d. per lib. 
Dotch weight. 

BB. 22. Extrak 
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Extra& of a Letter from Ayrfbire, 08. 24. 


* From the long continued rain through fpring, to the 16th of 
Jane, and the fabfequent dry weather for fix or feven weeks, the crops 
in genetal through this county ave but thin, and thought to be below 
an average. The wheats, upon the whole, are the beft, though thele 
alfo fuffered in part, from the rainy weather which came on at the be- 
ginning of Auguft, The hay craps were good, and, at the beginning 
of the feafon, before the fevere drought fet in, were felling ont of the 
rick as law as from 34d. to 4d. 2 Roae. From the middle of Auguft’ 
to the end of September, the weather eontinued variable, though up- 
on the whole good ; but fince the beginning of the prefent month it 
has rained inceffantly, with the exception of only two complete dry 
days; that is, there bas not been a fingle day during that time without 
rain, and that a great deal of it, except two; and the misfortune is, 
that in. many places the crop is net yet cut down, and much of it is 
Randing in the fields that was cut three weeks ago; and’ it may, for 
that reafon, :be readily fuppofed what conditien it muft be in. The 
ground being fo completely drenched with rain, has alfo greatly retard- 
ed the fowing of the wheat, aud what js put in the ground is by no 
means done in the beft manner. It is thought, too, that the potato 
erop will be deficient ; any experiments that have hitherto been made 
indicate this, and in anefpecial manné¥ upon dry Thore land. The tur- 
fip crap, which is now beginning to ¢xtcad through the county, fyf- 
fered in the fame manger as in other places by the caterpillar, But this 
delizuctive:infea, not having generally deftroyed the heart ‘leaves, a¢ 
foon, as the rain came-on in the beginning of Auguft, thefe pufhed for- 
ward in an unexpected manner; infomuch, that many fields that were 
booked upon as.ufelefs, recavered.in.a furpribeg degree, and the craps 
will be very tolerable, From .thefe combinations of ¢ircumftances, it. 
may be expefted.that the grain markets will look upwards. They 
have for fome weeks been rather on the advance. Meal in.Ayr market 
has for fome time,paft heen at 15d. and #6d. the peck; Wheat about 
21. 14s. and 21. 168. the guarter; Oats, with fodder, from a guinea to 
al. 5s. ditto ; Potato oats about 3s. or 4s. more. Bear and barley is 
in {mall requeft. Cattle and fheep have declined 30 and go per cent. 
from what they were about two years ago, though meat in the fhambles’ 
has.fuffered little variation. ‘The property-tax has not yet been exaét- 
ed ip this cousty, though every body is in daily expectation of the 
demand being madé. The only new ‘aflcffment that has taken place is 
that for the wives and families of the militia, at the rate of 8s. 4d. 
per 10cl. of valuation, tobe paid jointly betwixt maiters and tenants, 
and probably by the tenants alone, where they have bound themfelvcs 
to pay all public or parliamentary burdens.—The price of farm la- 
hour, both.of hired fervants and ‘day-labourers, as alfo of mechanics, 
eontinues’as high as ever. Hired fervants are from sl. to gli, or gui- 
meas, the half year ; day-labourers from 18. 6d. to 2s. a-day, without 
viduals ; mechanics in proportion. “When ‘the high ‘advanced ay 
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fome double, fome quadruple, with the exceffive public. burdens, and 
the great advance upon farm labour, and upon’ all implements, and. ac. 
ceffories of farming, are confidered, and compared with, the little ad- 
vance upon every fpecies of farm produce, it would feem aftonifhing 
how the farmer can fubfift ;. or, as we fay in Scotland, * keep the mall 
in the thaft ;” and yet the demand for farms is as great asever. This 
can only be accounted for by two reafons: 1/f, The confidence which 
every body has in the good faith, ftability and fecurity which they 
poffefs under the Britifh conftitution ; 2d/y, and principally, from. the 
fuperior mode of managing farms, whic is beginning gradually to take 
place. While men are allowed to exert their ingenuity, without con- 
ftraint, and to enjoy in perfe& fecurity the fruits of their well-earned 
labours, they will cheerfully fubmit to burdens which, in other circum- 
ftances, they could not endure. They then ‘ fit under their own vine 
and their fig-tree,’ and they can look up and fay, ‘Lam a man.’ [ 
would alfo beg leave to obferve, that the laft aé paffed for maintaining 
the national defence, called the Defence AQ, gives general fatisfaction, 
and is, upon the whole, favourable to. agriculture, as it does not at- 
tach to the individual, but makes the recruiting and keeping up the 
national force a public concern, which undoubtedly it ought at all times 
to be. ' 
Merayfbire Quarterly Report. 

Our harveft is now finithed in the beft condition ; the weather is fill 
fine, and a better wheat feed time was never known. 

The crop bulks well, and will be productive. Wheat varies in qua. 
lity ; but, on the whole, will be middling ;—no déliveries nor fales yet 
made. 

Barley is not plenty. «Some contratts are entered into for delivery 
in March next at 218. per‘boll. Its. culture has this feafon given way 
to wheat and oats. ‘The latter are a very full crop, and of fine quality. 
The potato fort is now getting much into ufe, and promife to do res 
markably well on rich land. Four Stirlingthire firlots have this year 
produced nine ftone, Amfterdam weight, of meal. 

Potatoes are a bulky crop, and of excellent quality ;.in this county 
the curl is almoft unknown. 

Turnips are in general middling ; fome fields particularly fine. 

Good cattle meet ready fale at middling prices; while the inferior 
forts, and theep of every defcription, are fcarcely afked after.—— 

22. Offober. 


Banfffire Quarterly Report. 

Our harveft was concluded, with only a few exceptions, about a 
fortnight ago, and, upon the whole, the weather proved uncommonly 
favourable. The ftack-yards, in general, do not prefent any extraordi- 
nary bulk ; and,.in cafe of a hard winter, provender may be in re- 
queft. But the fine funny weather we experienced through the greater’ 
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part’ of Adguit and’ September, bronght the late diftrits to greatex 
perfection than we fcarcely remember ; and there is every reafon,to thiak 
that the crop in general muft be rather above than. below an average; 
What wheat we have, where free of {mut, is of excellent quality, The 
advantage of pickling was apparent in a .patch, where part had been 
pickled, and part of it not. The former was very little touched, while 
the latter was-at leaft'a fifth or fixth part {mutted. Several inflances of 
this kind fhow the utility of that preparation ; and though it may not 
at all times be an, entire preventative, it fhould not. be omitted. The 
cultivation of barley has been a good deal circumfcribed, fince it could 
not maifitain a fair and equal competition in the market with that of 
our fouthern neighbours. It is however of excellent quality, and be- 
gins to be looked after. Some fales were latcly made of the, old crop, 
at ‘21s. pér boll. . The oats are -faid to be a little defective ip fome.iu- 
ftances ; but, from what trials have been made in this. quarter, they ap- 
pear to give nearly meal for corn. ‘The potato oat feems,to anfwer 
very well with us, and, where fown along with“he other varicties, dacs 
not appear defedtive in ftraw, aud promifes a fuperior return, where the 
foil is of any depth and condition, For fix or eight weeks paft, a num- 
ber of cattle have gone fouthward, but rather at reduced prices; the re- 
maining ftock may be about the ufual quantity, but fimall fized. The 
turnips came forward pretty well at firft; but, in general, they do not 
promife to be very large, having fuffered, in many inftances, from the 
caterpillar atid ‘worms. Potatoes are of excellent quality, and an abund- 
ant crop, Ofober 24. 


Letter from a Gentleman in Upper Annandale, 26. O2cber. 


* Haying got in nearly all the corn crops in this diftri€, it feems to 
be agreed on, that the oats ate a full average, and the, barley a, very 
inferior crop, both in quantity and quality... Peas were both early and 
abundant. Sown hay turned out execeding light ; but there has. been 
a decent. foggage, or aftermath, when the fecond mowings of clover 
were finifhed, although thefe mowings, like the hay crop, were far 
from being abundant. Potatoes tuto out a confiderable degree above 
an average, and are good in quality alfo. »The little wheat fown here 
was the beft crop on the foil, and quite free of {mut or blight. Tur- 
nips have turned out above expeétation, as the earlieft feeds burft in 
confequence of exceffive moifture, and the next fowings were cut down 
by the éaterpifiar, which has left large blanks. in the fields, . Some far- 
mers tranfplanted into thofe blanks. The common turnip tranfplanted 
has not formed a decent root. The Swedith plants are alfo diminitive, 
being too late removed ; but common greens and rorecole have done 
well tranfplanted into the turnip vacancies ; and a field that. was four 
times rolled has not a blank in the whole, and every, plant thriving. 
This rolling, repeatedly, has effetually anfwered—extirpating the cater- 
pillar, without injuring a fingle turnip. It was publifhed in the newf- 
papers ; but the refult of the operation being now fully feen,. it fhould 
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be made known, in cafe of another invafion againft another feafon, 
when the farmers may be ready to give the enemy a general and effeCtual 
defeat, on their firft appearance. ’ 


Letter from Glafgow, O28. 26. 


* Our harveft (a few fields about the moor edge excepted) is finifhed, 
and all the grain fecured in moft excellent condition. Wheat and oats 
are fine crops, both in regard to quantity and quality. A few blacks, 
indeed, have appeared in fome of the former which have come to mar- 
ket ; but we are glad to find the quantity in this fituation is by no 
means fo great as was once imagined. Beans and barley are a fair crop, 
though of the latter very little was fown Iaft feafon. e crop of po- 
tatoes is abundant, and the quality in general fine. 

‘ The importation of grain, during the laft three months, having 
been fo far fhort of what was expeéted, the ftock in the merchant’s 
hands is almoft exhaufted, and prices in confequence, particularly of 
wheat, have advanced confiderably. Still, however, they muft go 
higher, before they come to a level with other markets; and till then 
we muft wait for the ufual fupplies. 


* State of Glafgow Markets, O&. 26. 
* Dantzic Wheat, 408. to 458. per boll Linlithgowfhire meafure, 

American. ditto, C8. —— 408.) ,- ‘ 

Irith disso, oon in 9 ditto of 240 lib. Englith. 

Old Scotch ditto, 38s. — 40s. 

New ditto ditto, 308. — 36s, 

Englith Barley, ~° 353. — 36s. 

Scotch ditto, 263. —— 293. . 

Ditto Beans and Peas, 21s. — 238. } ditto Stirlingthire meafure. - 

Potato Oats, 248. — 258. 

Small ditto, 18%. — 223. 

Retail price of Hay, 7d. to 8d. per ftone. 
Ditto Straw, 4d. — 5d.’ 
Fife Quarterly Report. 

Tue harveft became general alrout the 1ft September ; and fo favour- 
able did the weather continue for above fix weeks, that cutting down 
and carrying in the victual to the ftack-yards went on without the 
fmalleft interruption, Upon wet lands, the feed-time being unfavour- 
able, barley was in many cafes very late; and a good many fields at 
this date are ftill out, expofed to the bad weather which we have had 
of late; yet none of the grain is injured, the winds which providen- 
tially followed the rains having dried it immediately. This late barley 
is: well ripened, and will be fit for malt, though without doubt inferior 
to early fown grain in quality. | 

Oats are univerfally good, both a bulky crop, and of fine quality, 
fuperior to 1803 in the number of acres fown, Many farmers, finding 

ae 
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no market for that year’s barley crop, were this {pring induced to fow 
oats in place of barley. 

Barley, for the above reafon, though of equal quality to crop 1803, 
is greatly under it in quantity of acres fown, and number of bolls pro- 
duced, 

Peas and beans are only a middling crop ; thofe early fown good, the 
late ones not filled ; the ftraw abundant and well got in. 

Wheat turns out better than expected; but generally more or lefs 
fmutted ; many fields infected to a great degree, perhaps one fourth of 
the whole crop. Where free from f{mut, and not laid down by rains 
in Auguft, the quality is very good. It may however be confidered, 
on the whole, not equal to crop 1803. 

The wheat-feed feafon has been extremely good ; and the appearance 
of the new wheat fuch as the farmer would with to fee. 

Hay wasa light crop, greatly inferior to 1803. The young clovers 
have a moft favourable appearance. , 

Turnips are generally good, and a thick crop; neither being attack- 
ed by the fly nor caterpillar, as it is faid they were in England, and in 
fome counties in Scotland. 

Flax, of which a large quantity was fown, is every where a fine crop, 
the produce per acre at leait double to crop 1803. ‘The high price of 
this article induced many farmers to fow flax after potatoes, in place of 
barley, which, for two years, could not be raifed with profit, having 
no market for it. But the flax feed is this year of poor quality, and 
very little of it will be fit to fow. The demand for Dutch feed, there- 
fore, will be great next {pring ; whereas the Scots feed, crop 1803, 
was fo fine as to equal the beft Dutch feed; at leaft the produce in flax, 
per acre, is equal, but the feed from the Dutch fuperior. 

Potatoes are of fine quality, and every where an abundant crop, in- 
deed, far beyond an average one; an equal number of acres planted as 
laft year, but the produce fully double to that of crop 1803, and in 
quality they as far excel. 

Upon the whole, crop 1804, in this county at leaft, is confiderably 
above an average crop. The ftack-yards, well filled with good whole- 
fome grain, prefent the confolatory view of plenty for man and beat ; 
and it may be hoped no complaining will be heard. As trade and ma- 
nufactures have revived, no man or woman willing to be induftrious is 
out of employment. Their earnings are fuch as to enable them to live 
with comfort at the prefent rate of provifions, which is not above the 
proportion of the rate of wages 

The farmer has a ready market for grain of all forts, and he has grain 
to fupply the demand. Barley has ftarted confiderably, and brings 
from 20s. to 24s. per bolk Oats (of a quality to give meal for oats) 
fell at 208, per boll; Oatmeal at 20s. per boll; Wheat at 30s., if 
good. As no fcarcity of any neceffary of life is to be apprehended, it 
is to be prefumed the prices will be fteady, without going much higher 
or lower. If fo, all claffes will wear their prefent happy appearance of 
contentment. 
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Tlie price of cattle, though below laft year’s rate 20 per cent., is per- 
haps till high enough ; and, if trade flourifh, it is fuppofed they wilt 
maintain their prefent rates. 0d. 26. 


Dumfries-foire Quarterly Report. 


Te weather, fince the middle of July, appears to have been more 
variable on this weft fide than on the eaft fide of Scotland. Both hay 
and corn harveits were interrupted by rain, though, after all, the crops 
mav be faid to be well got. 

Wheat docs not appear equal tothe promifing appearance it had in 
July. In many places, there is a great deal ‘of {mut ; and in others, 

articularly holm lands, mildew affeéted the ear before the grain was 
Filly fed. Where this is the cafe, the grain, though clean and well co- 
loured, is hollow, which makes the meafure weigh light. The belt 
Wheat we have is on the uplands, upon the dry, though light foils. 

Barley is a good crop, and well got ; but the quantity fown has been 
much below an average, owing to the expectation, that the fales would 
be leffened by the high duty on malt. Oats are generally good ; 
and thofe cut within the month of September, are in -good order ; 
but fuch as were later, have been injured by the weather. ‘The lofs 
fo occafioned has fallen upon farmers who run wholly upon the 
commion or late oats. Thofe who fow both early and common oats 
have the harveft divided; and matiy, tliis feafon, had the half of 
their crop ‘in the yard before the late feed fowers begun to cut.. 
Various advantages arife from “fowing a portion of early oats, be- 
fides the fecurity from frofts, which fometimes overtake the late ones. 
The potato oats appear to keep their pre-eminence upon good land. 
Even when they lodge, they are more than proportionally better than 
common oats, The moft general error of farmers, in the management 
of all early corns, is the letting them become over-ripe. Much of the 
beft of the grain falls, and the itraw lofes its fubftance. It is not at- 
tended to, that a pickle of early oats, cut nearly green, will become 
firm and meal well, when common oats of the fame hue are nothing but 
chaff. Here it may be proper to obferve to farmers of lefs experience, 
that early oats become later as the fame feeds continue to be fown in 
this country. It has been found, that Polifh oats, fown for ten years, 
will lofe as many days in ripening, and alfo become {maller in the pickle. 
They will grow lefs liable to thake ; but the original purpofe failed— 
their early and fuperior quality. 

Potatoes are a good and full crop. They are now fhipping at 18d. 
the cwt., which pays well to the farmer near the coatt. 

The prices of corn has rifen confiderably. The Liverpool faCtors 
are now beginning to fhip. Wheat, found, weighing 60 lib. the Win- 
chefter buthel, is worth from 7s, to 8s. Barley at 50 lib. 4s.; but or- 
dinary barley this year weighs 53 lib. Oat meal, in retail, is 28. 2d. 
ea Whether this advance is from the ftate of the.crop, or the ef- 

of the late aét of Parliament, is not certainly knowa. It proba- 


bly 
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bly proceeds from both. The effect, however, ‘is rational and necef- 
fary for the times. Yet if the rife upon barley proceeds from a leflened 
crop, on the idea of a want-of demand, owing to the high duty on 
malt, it is an evil which will affeét the progrefs of improvement in agri- 
culture, and alfo leffen the animal food produced upon improved 
grounds. Paftures laid down with barley, it is well known, will yield 
more growth than when fown with any other corn. 

Turnips have become a better crop than they appeared to be in 
July. From being generally later fown, they are not fo large, but are 
{till growing, and will do fo for fome weeks, if frefh weather conti- 
nues, They will have the advantage of flanding more froft than the 
early fown crops. The fields injured by the caterpillar in July reco- 
vered in a great degree. Thofe ate wholly except the fibres, thot out 
again, and have grown turnips, ufeful, though not fo large as they 
would have been, Swedifh turnip feems to bg increafed in quantity. 
Still the farmers do not attend to fow fo early as the beginning of June, 
which is neceffary. 

The demand for cattle has been rather better the laft two months ; 
but it appears that many of thofe carried to the fouth have not 
met with a ready market; and in what ftate the dealers to the far 
fouth, as they are called, will return to their winter quarters, is fill 
doubtful. Draught ewes have gone off without difficulty, and without 
diminution of p.ices, And notwithftanding the high price of wool, 
the Moorland fheep keep fully up with the Cheviot or long breed.—— 
04, 27. 

Berwickfoire Quarterly Report. 

Our harveft, which commenced in the laft week of Auguft, was fe- 
voured with a traét of fine feafonable weather ; and, excepting beans, 
fome of which were but recently carried, the crop was all fecured by 
the roth of Odtober in excellent condition. 

Wheat is a good average crop, though the quality is inferior to that 
of laft year. Barley was this year cultivated on a very circumfcribed 
fcale, ingonfequence of the dull fale it experienced thefe two years 
pait ; and the produce is but middling. The oat crop is deficient in 
bulk, and rather fmall in the grain ; but as a good deal of land, for- 
mertly allotted to barley, was occupied by this grain, and as the hill 
diftri& was all harvefted in good order, the aggregate return in this 
county may be reckoned nearly equal to that of ordinary years. Peas 
are an abundant crop. Beans are alfo productive ; but the wet feed- 
time occafioned their being fown to a much fmaller ¢xtent than ufual. 

Turnips have improven greatly fince the beginning of harvelt, and 
may now be reckoned a full crop ; but the demand has been fo limited, 
that the letting price (per acre) is not yet properly afcertained. Young 
clovers are luxuriant, and pafturage has all along been frefh and good ; 
but the foggage or aftermath, from a general deficieiicy of clover, has 
not made a great appearance. 

We have feldom experienced a more favourable fummer for preparing 
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the fallows, or a finer feafon for fowing wheat ; all the early fields have 
made a vigorous braird. 

Lean ftock fold heavily in the beginning of this quarter, and markets 
declined in confequence ; but the demand has been upon the increafe 
fince this month commenced, and both fheep and cattle have been taken 
off at better prices. 04. 27. 


Letter from a Farmer near Kelfo, 08, 22. 


* From the beginning to the 2zoth of Auguft the weather was ex- 
tremely wet ; but, fince that time, circumftances have been extremely 
favourable for field operations. Many farmers cut down their corn, and 
carried it into the ftack-yard, without the leaft interruption ; and the 
whole crop is now completely fecured in this neighbourhood. It feems 
to be of lefs bulk in the yard than expected when in the fields, which 
does not augur much in favour of the quality of the grain. 

On the 21ft September we had a high gale of wind, which muft have 
fhaken good grain ; but as the lofs was trifling, the prefumption is, that 
little of what was then uncut came under that defcription. In general, 
our wheats, both of winter and {pring culture, are faulty, fuch famples 
as have appeared at market being by no means fine; and it may be 
fuppofed that the worft has not yet been prefented. My opinion is, 
that this grain is one third below an average. Barley is a fair crop 
with us, but little being fown, the home confumption will nearly re- 
quire the whole produce, Qats appeared a fair crop, though, upon trial, 
they do not meal fo well, by nearly a fifth part, as thofe of laft feafon. 
Peas and beans are articles we deal little in ; but what we have feem to 
be tolerable. Turnips, although much injured by the black worm, have 
recovered greatly, and, upon the whole, promife to be a full average 
crop; and the young graffes are looking fo well upon all forts of land, 
that it is impoffible to diftinguith with what grain they have been fown, 
or under what management they have been cultivated. 

The fallow grounds, from the long dry weather, are in fine condi- 

_ tion, and wheat feed is getting faft forward. Lean cattle are bought 
up pretty readily, at prices-very little below thofe of laft Pear. At 
Wooler fair laft week, a great quantity of fheep were fold. inmonts, 
in good condition for turnips, fold at the rate of 7d. per lib. fink. A 
confiderable demand appeared for {wine, and draft ewes brought nearly 
the fame prices as laft year. Few turnips are yet let; but the prices 
feem to ftart at Gl. or 71. per Englih acre, * 


Tweeddale Quarterly Report. 


The ftate of the weather during the quarter has been fuch as to equal 
even the moft fanguine expectations of the hufbandman, _It_ was favour- 
able to the filling, ripening, cutting down, and bringing in of the 
grain crops, to a degree feldom experienced in this diftu@. It may be 
noticed, however, that the heavy rains which took place about the be- 
ginning of Auguft, caufed a lodging of the crops on fome. ficlds 5 but 
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as the wetnefs was of fhort duration, it is hoped little damage has been 
fuftained. Harveft commenced about the ift of September, and at 
this date fcarcely a fheaf of corn is to be feen in the fields. This 
unufual advantage was obtained, in a great meafure, from the grain ri- 
pening equally faft upon the high as upon the low grounds, and from a 
plentiful fupply of reapers. Oats have fuffered confiderably from fmut, 
particularly that variety called pstato oats, which were fubftituted in 
place of barley in many fields that had carried turnips the preceding 
year. The difeafe feems to have prevailed moft upon lands of a thin 
foil, and fuch as were out of condition. Some of the potato oats have 
been thrafhed, and it is found that the affe€ted grain difcoloured that 
which was found ; but it is hoped the operation of the fhealing-mill 
will prevent the blacknefs from extending to the meal. Notwithftand- 
ing this drawback, they may be confidered as an abundant crop. 

Few fales of grain have yet been made ; but barley feems to be par- 
ticularly in demand. The quantity raifed here this feafon is, however, 
but fmall, the low prices of laft year having prevented the cultivation of 
this grain to the ufual extent. Hay fold from the rick at 6d. to 8d. 
per ftone. It was but a light crop, owing to want of plants. Pota- 
toes are uncommonly plentiful, and of excellent quality. Young clo- 
vers have planted well, and appear very luxuriant. Some farmers allow 
their feeding fheep to pafture them before they are put to turnips ; and 
it is thought this practice is beneficial to the plants, efpecially upon 
light foils, fuch as prevail in this neighbourhood, as the earth is brought 
more clofely about their roots by the treading of the fheep. 

Cattle in condition for turnip feeding meet with ready fale; and old 
ewes bring from gl. to 111. per fcore, being from 3s. to 4s, per head 
lower than laft year’s prices. Good horfes are in demand, and bring 
large prices. ——-04. 15. 


Upper Ward of Lanark Report. 


Excepting fome heavy falls of rain in the firft and fecond weeks of 
Auguft, the weather has continued through the quarter exceedingly fa- 
vourable. Harvelt became general, in this diitri€t, about the fecond 
week of September, and the crops were fecured by the middle of O&o- 
ber. In the Moorland diftriéts, however, a confiderable part is {till 
in the fields, 

Crops of all kinds are good, both as to quantity and quality, and 
may fafely be eftimated as amounting to a full average. #’Lurnips are 
better than expected, confidering what they fuffered from the caterpillar 
in July. Hay, which was a good crop, fold at 6d. per ftone from 
the rick. Cattle markets have been looking up fince the month of 
Auguft, and fales are readily made. Good horfes are fearce, and bring 
high prices... 30. 


Inverne/sfire Quarterly Report. 


Harveft -is now over in this diftri€&, and feldom has finer weather for 
the purpofes of cutting down and bringing in the corn been witnefled, 
Ti 4 Crops 
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Crops are fully equal to an average, both in point of quantity and qua- 
lity, ° Potatoes, the principal fupport of the poorer claffes, are abun- 
dant, and are felling at 8s. per boll of 256 pints. Importation, if at 
all neceffary, will be very limited this feafon. Few fales of grain have 
yet been made. Wheat and barley may be reported at 308. per boll. 
‘Ternips are good, and provender of every fort plentiful. Drovers are 
now buying all forts of cattle brifkly, and at good prices. Sheep are 
nearly one third below laft year’s prices. Beef and mutton from 4d. 
to 6d. per lib. 0d. 24. 


Eaft- Lothian Quarterly Report. 


From the 3d to the 2oth of Auguft, the weather was variable, ge- 
nerally wet ; and fome of the rains being remarkably heavy, the ftrong 
corns were much lodged, confequently impeded in their progrefs to ma- 
turity. The remainder of Auguit, and the whole of September, fur- 
nifhed choice weather for ripening and harvefting the crop, thereby 
Jeffening the damage apprehended to be done by the preceding rains, 
Otober has been a variable month, often unfavourable to carrying fuch 
crops as remained in the field, but not detrimental to the wheat-feed 
preparation. The fowing of this grain is therefore far advanced ; and 
if decent weather is got for a fortnight longer, the extent of ground 
occupied with it will probably be greater than ever known in this dif- 
trict. 

Whatever deficiency of produce may exift in other diftri&ts of the 
ifland, it may fafely be ftated that none will be found here, except per- 
haps in the barley crop, occafioned by a {maller quantity being fown 
than in former years. Wheat, though it does not yicld to the ftack 
like that of laft year, and is of inferior quality, yet, being generally 
clofe in the ground, and of great bulk, the return per acre will on the 
whole not be lefs than the ordinary average. Barley is of good quality, 
thongh perhaps not more than one half of the acres cuftomarily fown 
were under this grain. Oats were a fhort crop; but the quality being 
fine, and more fown than ufual, by reafon of barley being fo unfale- 
able, it is not fuppofed that the produce will be below a full average. 
Peas and beans are generally good, and, being harvefted in fine condi- 
tion, promife to be of excellent quality, and more productive than for 
feveral preceding years. 

Markets for grain have gradually advanced for feveral months; but 
the chief rifé has been upon wheat, which is at. leaft one third higher 
than laft year at thie time. A circumftance may be ftated extremely 
creditable to the quality of the wheats raifed in this diftri& ; and it is 
done upon the authority of an eminent corn-dealer, who is in the habit 
of fending wheat to the London market, This gentleman, oftener 
than once in the conrfe ofthe quarter has topped Marklane with 
wheats perchafed at Haddington; and one day, im particular, his price 
was four fhillings per quarter higher than any other cargo prefented.— 

Nov, 2. 
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Wheat fold at Haddington, 1804. 
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Account of Wueat fold in Havpincron Market, for Ready Money, 
Jrom December 2d 1803 to Ofober 26th, both days inclufive. 


Dates. 


1803. 
Dec. 2. 


9 
16. 


23. 
30. 


1804. 
Jan. 6. 
13. 
20. 
27. 


Feb. 3. 
10. 
17. 


24. 


Mar, 2. 


16. 


23. 
30. 
April 6. 


20. 
27. 


May 4- 
II. 
38. 


25. 





Weekly 
Quantity. 
BOLLS. 


534 
674 
569 
503 
497 
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396 
540 
384 
618 
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459 
484 
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362 
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395 
320 
384 
434 
413 
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320 
296 
384 
494 


1494 
443 
608 


53! 
516 
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618 17 oO 
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I 3 Orr 
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1.3 Orr 
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x 4 315 
I 4 $x 
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17 Or 
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Monthly 
Average. 
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Dates. Weekly Weekly Weekly Monthly 
Quantity. Produce. Average. erage. 
1804. BOLLS. Be. a. he his de 5. wii 
June 1. 546 758 11 9 1 7 Orr 
8. 368 §26 13 6 1 8 4re 

15. 349 51917 6 1 9 

- 49gt 1 on I ul 

427 67014 3 ot 


2181 3247 18 6 


531 821 § 
481 748 17 
376 574 11 
407 614 9 


1795 2759 2 


373 545 0° 
362 554 17 
377 630 II 
409 704 12 


331 §28 17 


-——o— 


1852 2963 


43! 669 ° 
574 840 6 
633 918 6 
662 1009 ° 


—_— 


2300 3438 8 o 


800 1227 @ 3 
658 1043 18 o 
636 1055 3 0 
798 1421 9 0 


ee 


2892 ©4747: 19 3 
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ABSTRACT. 
Monthly Monthly Monthly Annual 
Quantity. Produce. Average. Average. 
BOLLS. L«d§ Les d L« ¢@ 
December 2777 3533 6 6 1 § Sys 
January 1938 2370 10 6 I 4 Sx 
February 1804 21955 4 6 1 3 l0q, 
March 1046 2427 12 9 I 4 ligy 
April 1494 2148 19 6 r 8 8% 
May 2098 2894 12 0 7 IW. 
June 2181 3247 18 6 1 9 HK 
july 1795 2759 2 2 r10 83¢ 
Auguft 1852 2963 18 o t 12 Oy, 
September 2300 3438 8 o I 9 loyy 
October 2892 474719 3 , 1 1210 * 
23077. 32687 11 8 1 8 3tt 


Attefted by AncuiBaLp Toprick, 
Clerk of the Market. 


Letter from a Gentleman near Perth, 0&8. 24. 


* Our harveft in this quarter of Perthfhire was as quick as any one 
on remembrance. Many people finifhed cutting in three, and few ex- 
ceeded four weeks, Wheat may equal the quantity of laft year, but 
the quality is much inferior. Barley is defe€tive both in quantity and 
quality. Oats kept long back in ripening, and, though much lodged 
by the rains, appear on the whole to be fuperior to laft year’s produce. 
Potatoes are a full crop. So are Turnips: But lint, of which a great 
breadth was fown, turns out but poorly at the mill. 

Live ftock continue to bring good prices ; and, from the great plen- 
ty of keep, it is probable, that no material change will happen in the 
remaining part of the feafon, Harveft wages were high. There isa 
rivalfhip in this county betwixt the manufacturer and farmer ; therefore, 
high wages muit be given, before the weaver can be induced to leave 
his loom, even during the harveft months, ’ 


Extrad of a Letter from George Dempfter Efq., dated Dunichen, O@. 31. 


* Such a feafon as the prefent, God in his providence never beftowed 
on Scotland—fuch an autumn, I mean. For it ripened our wheat, 
brought in our hay, flax, corn, and potatoes, without the leaft injury 
from rain or wind. This muft not have univerfally been the cafe, o- 
therwife victual could not bear its prefent price. We had a fale, by 
‘auction, of 100 head of Highland cattle yefterday, which brought 
on an average 30 per cent. above the — of fuch cattle in Suther, 
dand. They were fmall creatures, and chiefly purchafed pA gen- 

mens" 
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tlemens’ grieves, for their mafter’s tables. The grain market looks up 
here. I have fold my wheat at 29s. per boll. Good barley is 22s. 
235. to 245.” 


ENGLAND. 


Northumberland Quarterly Report. 


Tue weather, for the laft quarter, has in general been favourable for 
the purpofes of agriculture. Two frofty nights, in the latter end of Ju- 
ly, came very opportunely for deflroying the black caterpillars, which 
were making great ravages amongft the young turnips; thefe frofts 
were fucceeded by fome rains in the beginning of Augult; after which, 
the weather was (with few exceptions) uniformly dry, and, of courfe, 
the harveft has been remarkably fine, and the crops carried in the moft 
defireable ftate. 

It was obferved in the laft report, that the wheat crop had the ap- 
pearance of being thin, which, on reaping, has proved even worfe than 
was then apprehended ; and attended with the fingular circumftance, of 
being moftly lodged, though the erop was ever fo thin, and rufted, or 
cankered in the ftraw ; a difeafe which prevents the grains from receiv- 
ing their proper nourifhment, and makes them fkinny and {mall ; the 
confequence is, that a good fample of new wheat is rarely to be feen, 
and is everywhere very inferior to the produce of laft year. In this di- 
ftri&t, the wheat crop may be fafely ftated to be confiderably below an 
average ; and, in the county of Durham, matters are ftill worfe. 

The crops of barley on-dry lands were abundant ; but on ftrong 
loams, and moift foils, very thin; and, from the low price at which 
this grain was fold laft year, lands that would have been appropriated 
to barley, were fown with other kinds of grain, which occafions the 
quantity in this county to be much below the average produce of other 
years, 

Oats are in general a fair average crop. Beans and peas were never 
known better, and are confiderably above an average. 

The turnip crop on dry lands is remarkably good: the: plants that 
had their leaves eaten off with-the black caterpillar, revived by the rains 
and fueceeding warmth in Auguft; and are now fcarcely to be dittin- 
guithed from thofe that efcaped the ravages of this reptile.* Upon 


fome 


* In your la Yorkthire report, it is ftated, that * probably fome at- 
tention to Vagg’s method of night-rolling might have been beneficial.’ On 
this 1 muft beg leave to obferve, that night-rolling was not’an original 
invention of Mr Vagg: the merit (if it has any) is due to Mr Ellis, 
who praGifed and publithed it many years before Mr Vagg offered it at 
fecond hand to the public, and enriched himfelf, by pretending to di- 
vulge a fecret for deftroying the turnip fly ; but which turned out to be 
the flug, which every reader of Ellis had /ogg been acquainted withs 
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fome very dry lands, there is an appearance of mildew, which will chee 
their growth and deteriorate the produce. 

Potatoes are every where an abundant crop, and good in quality. 

The wheat fowing is nearly finifhed on fummer fallows, and alfo after 
drilled beans, the lands being moftly in fine tilth, though in fome places 
the ftrong foils are rather too dry for the feed vegetating with fafety. 

Our markets for live ftock have lately been on the decline. Beef 
from 6s. 6d. to 78. 6d. Sheep from 6d. to 7d. per lib. finking of- 
fals. The corn markets are getting up, particularly for wheat and 
barley. ——22. Ofoder. 

Letter from an extenfive Farmer in Dorfetfoire, ORober 22. 

¢ Our profpeé is gloomy. We had a fine harveft, it is true; but, a 
fortnight before it began, we evidently faw ftrong figns of blight, whicti 
daily increafed and occafioned many pedple to cut dowa the wheat be- 
fore it was ripe ; they being of opinion, that it was better to cut it 
then, and let it ripen in the ftook. 1 cannot fee a reafon for this, un- 
lefs it is fuppofed that the blight increafes by the corns ftanding ancut- 
During the harveft, we had feme fine feafonable rains, and the graiv 
appeared to get plumper ; but now that the moifture is evaporated, the 
grain is returned to the ftate it was in before. 1 have lately been in 
Devonfhire, and in the neighbourhood of Somerfetthire. ‘Speaking in 
general, the wheat is certainly worfe, ‘both in grain and quantity, than 
it has been for many years. I truft, however, there are many excep- 
tions. I have thrafhed enough to be certain, that I fhall not average 
42 bufhels Winchetter meafure, per Englifh acre; and of that a good 
deal is fhrivelled and pinched. Our barley crops are decent, by no 
means abundant ; not more than two thirds of laft year’s crop, which 
was a good one. 

* Oats are but a middling crop with us, but we feldom reckon upon 
this grain; for you know what Johnfon faid of them. Indeed, we 
never do them common juitice, fowing them generally on lands where 
fcarce any other grain will grow. Peas were a very decent crop. OF 
beans, we fow or plant but very few. Here is fome quantity of old 
wheat lett ; but as the full wheat feed time is come, the flails are re- 
bounding in every barn, (we have but few thrafhing machines yet), and 
a fhilling per buthel and more has been given for thrafhing, which in 
common feafons is done for 3d, 34d. and 4d. On account of the qua- 
lity being fo bad, moft people are fowing old wheat ; confequently, 
the demand for it is confiderable, and thofe who have any that is good, 
get 128. per bufhel; others ros. 6d., and gs. 6d. 

* Of barley there is but little thrafhed yet, for the above reafon, as 
well as the fear of a fearcity of fodder during the winter. What 
eomes to market is from 5s. to 58. 6d. per bufhel. As to oats, few 
are yet thrafhed ; price uncertain, but about 3s. and upwards, To 
change the fcene—Hay was an abundant crop, and well fecured ; 
the aftermath exceeding good, and a fine feafon' for feeding it off. 
Fat beafts have been rather plenty all the feafon,’ and no want of ftock 
coming on in hand. The old ewes at Weyhill-fair fold eae ; 

we 
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well. ‘You will recolle€& great numbers of them are very forward in 
lamb. Some lambs fell going up to the fair, and were carried on by 
the fhepherds. From thefe ewes the London market is fupplied with 
houfe-lamb ; but numbers of the ewes will not yean till near Ladyday, 
the greater part from about Chriftmas to Candlemas. The forwardeft 
fold for 608. per head, and from thence down to 40s. ; but the average 
of the better forts about 50s. Fat beef now fells at about 118. per fcore 
of 20 lib. finking offal. Mutton 8d. per lib. of 16 ounces, finking do: 
This year’s lambs, fhorn about Midfummer, fold at the laft fairs (1 
mean male lambs gelt— females are feldom fold, except by chance) from 
148. to 18s, and 208. per head. 

We are pretty forward in our wheat feeding juft round this place, tho’ 
we are later than elfewhere. We have more than half done. The land 
works very well; for, generally, it is fown on a clover lea of one, two, 
and fometimes three years ftanding, on one earth, (one ploughing) 
worked in with very heavy harrows after it is ploughed. The farmers 
were, completely frightened laft {pring. Barley funk to 2s. 6d. per 
bufhel, and but little demand in appearance. They gave it to-their 
pigs and horfes as nothing worth; but before harveft it got up to 5s. 
and 58. 6d. per bufhel, and none hardly to he had. What fhort-fighted 
mortals we are, and frightened at our own fhadows, entirely forgetting 
what times we had only two years fince ! 

* You fay your rents are ftill creeping up: we have caught the in- 
fection, and the malady is likely to increafe, for the landlords have taft. 
ed the fweets of it. You afk, how is the property-tax liked; or ra- 
ther, how is it paid on the old rents? As little increafe as poffible. 

* We have but few long leafes; feven, twelve, or fourteen years, are 
generally the longeft. I believe the large farms are leaft taxed; I need 
not fay why. It is certainly more produétive than the income-tax. 
The greateft evafion has happened in cafes where the landlord occupies 
his own lands. 


Letter from a Farmer in Wales, 08, 22. 


¢ From the date of my laft (July rsth) to the middle of Augnit, 
we experienced a tra€t of cold unfavourable weather, with wind and 
rain, which unfortunately did much injury to many of the growing 
crops. Wheat till then had a fine appearance, and promifed to yield a 
good return ; but nothing is certain ; for we have been completely difap- 
pointed, particularly in low fituations, The late fowa fields, and thofe 
upon high grounds, generally efcaped the blight. Few good famples 
are however to be feen ; the beft are from cold foils ; and every one com- 
plains of the {mall return, though the fine harveft was certainly much in 
favour of its improvement. Barley never had a good appearance. The 
earlie fown fields are worft, which is an uncommon cireumflance. 
Oats, peas and beans, are all to be doing with ; that is, they are equal 
to an average. 
* We are now bufy fowing wheat. Thofe who fowed early a Ley 
° Calony 
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feafon, and the grain brairded finely ; but the laft ten days, being wet, 
have forced thofe who were behind, to leave the fallows till they get 
into better condition. Corn markets have advanced greatly fince har- 
vet, and are likely to keep up. Cattle and fheep have a dull fale, but 
the prices are not to be complained of. All improvements here are 
at a ftand, except the iron-works, which are daily increafing. I am 
told that the Glamorganfhire iron nc~s exceeds in quality that of the 
beft foreign ; of which there can be no better proof, than the demand 
from every part of the ifland where it has been tried. Asa good part 
of this demand is from Scotland, it is my duty to ftate, that all the 
iron made here is not of the fame quality: that manufaétured by the 
Dulais Company, and marked D.-Co., may be depended upon, and is 
every thing with our {miths, who certainly may be reckoned compe. 
tent judges. 


Yorkfbire Quarterly Report ; with a Retrofpeltive View of Rural 
Affairs, for 1804. 

Durine the heavy rains of laft Auguft, the profpeét of the harveft 
was rather gloomy : fince that time, the feafon has been one of the 
moft favourable ever known. Whether by thofe rains, or from what- 
ever caufe, the wheat crops are likely to be very unproduétive, on ac- 
count of the mildew, which has been almoft general in thiediftri& ; to 
that degree, that even one fourth of an average crop has not been ob- 
tained, in fome inftances, from the flail. However, there ure ftill fome 
few good crops ; and fome of thofe, in fituations and afpeés, which 
tender it extremely difficult to account for their efcape from this perni- 
cious fcourge. 

Barley and oats are deemed rather above than below the ufual pro- 
duce. Beans are uncommonly good and productive, and moft of them 
are ftacked in the beft condition. Potatoes are excellent, and plentiful, 
The beft Wheat is about 118.; Barley 5s. ; Oats 4s.; Beans 6s. 6d. 5 
Rye 5s. 6d. per bufhel of Winchetter ; Potatoes 3s.; Apples 8s. per 
buthel upheaped. Rape and flax are thought to be deficient in feed; 
the prices advancing, 

he fummer fallowing, except by the more diligent cultivators, has 
not been fo completely executed as might have been expeéted. Tur- 
nips were fown upon very good tillages, but promifed ill during the 
early ftages of their growth: they now exhibit a very fine and plenti- 
ful afpe€&t, and fome have been fold about 51. per ftatute acre. 

The late rains, though plentiful, were not fuch as to hinder mate- 
rially the fowing of wheat, even on moift foils; yet that operation is 
in a backward ftate; very little having been fown as yet. Clovers 
and other feeds are very promifing, and the after-grafs, or fog, abun- 
dant ; fo that there is a probability of the ftocks of cattle being well 
fupported during the enfuing winter. Clover feed, the produce of the 
prefent year, is fuppofed to be very deficient. 

Lean cattle and fheep are in demand, and are felling at good _— 

‘ a 


y 
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Hay is about’ 41. to sl. per ton. -Fat cattle, theepy and hogs, are at 
moderate prices. Beef, 7d. to 8d. Mutton and Pork, 7d. Veal, 
od. Butter, 18. 3d. per lib. Avoirdupois. 


On a review of the whole year, it may be obferved that the commence- 
ment of it was marked by moft unfavourable circumftances of weather ; 
by which the check to vegetation~ of all kinds was fo great, as abfo- 
lutely to threaten the want of every thing neceflary to fupport the 
live ftock ; confequently forage appeared mifing toa price hitherto un- 
heard of. But the farmer fhould never defpair ; for fo fudden a burit 
of growth as that which immediately fucceeded, was fcarcely ever be~ 
fore experienced ; and in one week, ‘about the end of: April, the face 
of nature, as if by magic, was completely changed, and’ the ground 
was clothed with the moft delightful verdure ; much more delightful, 
as it fo much exceeded-our utmoit hopes and expe¢tations. 

Since thé’ above period, a moft proftifing afpect of plenty of every 
thing feemed uniformly confpicuous, until the appearance of mildew 
about the middle of Auguft ; the caufe of which ..pernicious blaft -to 
our beft grain ought, in the opinion of the writer of thefe lines, to be 
much more feduloufly inveftigated than it has been, that perchance, if not 
entirely dependent on phyfical caufes mot at all within our reach, fome 
remedy or palliative may be difcovered. 

What may be more particularly inculcated in this review of the 

»pait feafon, in order to future improvements, is, that the fowing of all 
binds of grain ought to be performed as early as poffible ; the proper 
ftate of preparation by tillage and manuring being premifed, thefe be- 
ing the only artificial means of an early harveft; and alfo that the 
reaping of grain, particularly of »wheat, ought to be done in a much 

ftate than is generally practifed. Thefe circumftances, at- 
tended to, would be produétive of the moft beneficial effects, both to 
the quality of the grain, and the eafe and fafety of harvefting, while 
days are longer and weather drier than afterwards ; effects which have 
been very convincingly offered to the difcerning mind during the feafon 
under review. It has certainly been within the obfervation of the 
writer, that wheat fown as above, on and backward foils, in the 
laft' week of September or firft of Otober, Has been reaped, in a per- 
feét ftate the third week in Auguft ; while wheat fown (cateris paribus ) 
in the fecond week in November, was ill reaped in the third week of 
O€tober inftant, and the lofs by high winds almoft incalculable. Beans 
alfo that were fown in the firft week of March have been houfed and 
thrafhed in the fecond or third week of September, while thofe fown 
in April are now in the fields, and fome of them uncut. Where the 
reaping of mildewed wheat has been too long delayed, the effeét.is very 
remarkable ; that reaped in a green ftate affording a tolerable fample, 
while fome of that reaped dead ripe is fhrivelled up fo as to be:fit for 
nothing but hogs and poultry. 

‘The prefent advance in wheat may be accounted for from the fup- 
ply being inadequate §o the demand ; from the effect of ae a 

blattiny, 
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blafting,'.&c..2but, mo Houbt, many will attribute it in part to the 
opération of, the)corn bill of laft {effion of Parliament : if at all jiftly, 
that bill will foon be viewed in. the light of aa unpopular meafure, and 
may be the means of future caution and check to the arrogance of af. 
fected political forefight in matters utterly out of the reach even of the 
too much: boafted omnipotence ef political regulations 

The,abundant :produ@t of forage, with the excellent ftate in which 
much of it has a aod added to the feafonable rains for the after- 
grafs and turi uft relieve the farmer from.all anxiety in refpect to 
the winter fu ts: olan naula. ted Rocmncdacaditnsh ane se 
letably open weather till neat Chriftmas, 

The dry weather of the harveft bas.this year becn of mot fogular 
ude; for the fate! of the wheats in particular was fuch, that much wet 
weathér in fucceffion would have entirely ruined the crops of that gtain, 
and might have been productive of very unpleafant, if not fatal confe- 
quences; However, on the whole, we may venture to,conelude, that 
the profpeét at the clole:of the prefent, year is: more favourable to the 
a though, unfortumately, Jefé. fo to. the. public, than at the 

ofe of the lait:i——Od. 26. 
Letter from Lynn. (Norfolk) 02. 29. 

§ In the abfence of your ordihary reporter, we oe leave to furnith 
ior wh 2 Soe eonenere coneerning the crops aud markets of this 

rid 

¢ About one half of the wheat exap is materially injured, by mildew, 
and in many places it is. tainted with fmut, which. things, neceflarily 
caufe qualities to be very variable. Some .people honfed. their, wheats 
when in a tender-ftate ; but the.. generality Seine in fine condition, and 


the number of acres under this grain greater.im this than. in_the lait 
feafon, we truft that this county will be able to export is ufual quantity, 

© Barley is deficient at leaft: one fourth of lait year’s crop as. to quan- 
tity, but the quality is good: Oats are confidered to be dort of .an 
average. Peas are unqueftionably good ; but beans are a fhert crop, 
having fuffered much from mildew. 

‘ The farmers are now bufily employed i in fowing their wheat lands ; 


aad the work has been greatly. facilitated by fome fine rains feat us late- 
ly. The delivery of grain has not hitherto been confiderable; but the 
demand being great, a rapid advance of prices has taken place: 
nexéd yoti have a ftate of prices. here per quarter, put free on board. 
© Beft ew wheat + -. 80s Oats + « +. = 283. 
Runs of old ditto, - « 768. Beans (old). +. -. 408 
Ditto of new ditto 68s, to 76s White peas, 48s. to 528 
Ditto coarfe and black . 60s. Grey ditto. = - 408, 
Rye + - = = ats a - Winter tares = - 36 
Barley - . 
©The crop of eiralp iatangellent abe. potent 
Letter from London, O30 - 
‘ From the general bad quality of the new wheat prefented at Mark- 
Lane, I am ‘forry to bdy shot the- oy from blight appears: to have 
sVoL. v. BO. 20. been 
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n more extenfive than was fuppofed when.I wrote you laft. The 
eft famples are inferior to laft year’s; and the great bulk of what has 
been yet produced will not yield more than two thirds of the ‘fine flour 
which the average of laft yeat produced. ~In confequence of ‘this, the 
price of wheat has very confiderably. advanced, notwithftanding the con- 
fiderable fupply of foreign wheat, which has been_all quickly bought 
up. ‘The quantity of new barley yet at market has been fimall, and the 
crop fuppofed not'to be fo great as was expected, from’ which the price — 
has alfo much ‘advanced. ‘The bean crop is efteemed-a' good one ; 
but, as there has been no. great fupply, and a confiderable demand for 
the Welt Indies, pes been on the advance for fome a 
Ho are in ity, and are now coming pretty ly to 
HE Pir miSa aceasta aetna Glaus Medea have in ge- 
neral been of fine quality, and very dry and well harvefted. White 
peas are but of ordinary . quality, and the crop not great, which has 
caufed a confiderable advance on boiling peas. We have had very fa- 
vourable rains during this month, which has enabled the farmers to get 
their wheat fown in the beft order; and the weather being remarkably 
mild for the feafon, the early fown wheats are looking a 
State of. Landon Markets, Ofteber 29th. 
New Wheat - -. 48s. 63s. 728. to 78s. to 84s. 
Old Wheat - - 528. 768.3 fine 88s. ; fine white gos. to 928, 
Foreign Red - - 528. 78s. 82s. 
White Dantzic’ - 75s. 85s. ; fine gos. 
Black Wheat -  *608, 70% ; 
- = = ©) 388.428) 9° 
Barley .- - - + 44% 48s, ; fine, new and old, 50s. 
Malt “- - - Sos. 86s. 
White Peas - + 428. 458.3 Boilers, 56s. 60s. 
Grey ditto - - 425. 448.3 new, 45% 
New Small Beans 46s. 48s. ; old 528, 
New Tick Ditto 428. 45s.; old 48s. 
Oats, Long Feed 2118. 24s. 
Short Smalls or Friezlands, 248. 275; fine old 29s. 
Polands - - - - = 258. 278, 298.3 fine old 18 
All per quarter of 8 Winchefter buthels, 
Fine Flour, delivered to the bakers, 70s. 728, to 76s.; fineft 79s. p. fack. 
Red Cloverfeed - - 408. 608, 84%-5.fine, gos, 1058. 
White ditto - + - 80s, gcs.; fine, 1128. 
Trefoll - - - + 30% 408.5 fine, 48s, per cwt. 
Old Hops in bags '- 608. 70s. 76s.; mew, 758. 848. gos. 
Ditto in pockets to = 808.; new, 808. gos. to 98s. per cwt- 
New Hay - ~ - 608. to 80s. per load. 
Old ditto - - - 808. to 86s, per load. 
Straw - 328. to 38s. per load. 
“Beef 48. 6d, to 5s. . 
Mutton © 38. 6d. to 4s, 8 i 
Pork 48. to 48. 4d.—All per ftone of 8 lib. © ~ 
} rice 
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Price of Flour, O&: 29. 


Fine Englith Flour 75s. to 80s. | American Flour 48s, to 526. 
Second ditto - 70% + 7§s. | Per fack of 5 buthels, or 280 lib. 


Weight and Price of Bread. 


Peck Loaf weighs 17 lib. 6oz. 6dr. «+ fold for 4s. 3d. 
Half Peck Loaf. - — 8 lib. ar oz. odr. - 2s. add. 
Quartera Loaf - 4lib. 5 oz. 8dr. - Is. oid. 


Manfion-Houfe, Tuefday, 08, 23.—Official Return of Flour, includin 
eurine Te 1 3th of OG. to the 19th of OB. “ 


Total, 21,870 facks.— Average price 738. 14d\——38. 73d. higher than 
lait week. 
Return of Wheat in Mark-lane, including only from thé 8th of O@. to the 
13th of O&. agreeable to the new Ad. 


Total, 18,494 quarters.—Average 72s. 11d. ;—-t1d. higher than lat 
return. 
Price of Grain at Uxbridge: 


“Thurfday, 0. 25.—Wheat per load, 81. to 251.<-Barley per quar- 
ter, 21. 2s. to 21. 6s.—Beans per quarter, al. 4s. to al. co ae ae 
quarter, 11. gs. to 11. 158.——Peas per quarter, 21; 8% to al. igs 


Average Price of Corn per Quarter. 
Great Britain, for the Week ending O&. 20. 


Eng. & Wales. Scotland. | Eng. & Wales. Scotland. 

e. d, & d. s. d s. de 
Wheat - 68 8 55 to| Beans - 36 3 4469 
Rye - 38 10 36 10| Peas + 355 33 18 
Barley - 36 © 29 8| Oatmeal - ig 8 19 9 
Oats + 25 3 23 4| Big - 25 8° 2i 2 


State of Country Markets, (Fc. in England. 


Wakefield, Of, 26.:—Our fupply of grain for this day’s market was 
not large, and fuperfine wheats were readily fold at from 7s. to.8s, per 
quarter advance. ‘The inferior kinds were alfo faleable at an advance 
from 38. to 4s. per quarter. Oats remain with little alteration. Barley 
little at market ; and as well as Malt ready fale, at a fmall advance. 
Beans are alfo in great demand, and good ones 4s, per quarter dearer. 

Per Quarter Winchefter.—Wheat South country, i 6es, to 668. 
fine 88%. Ditto Lincolafhire, 463. to 888. Ditto Holdernefs, 46s, to 
88s. Ditto New, none. Barley, Norfolk and Suffolk, New, 428. to 
448. Ditto ditto Old, 308. to 348. 6d. Ditto Lincolathire, Old gos, 
to 428. Ditto Seconds, none, Ditto Yorkfhire Wolds, 428. to 
44s. Oats, 23% to 288. Beans, South country, 40s. to q5s, _ Dit. 
to Lincolothire, 408. to 453, =e Holdernefs, gos. td 45. = 
' ’ - ‘dite 


+ 
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ditto New, none. Teres for Seed, 56s. to 60s. Peas, White, 
none. Malt, South.country, 60s. to 74s. Ditto, Lincolafhire, 
66s, to 748. Ditto, Yorkthire Wolds, 66s. to 74s. Flour, fine, per 
Bat of 280 lib. 54s. to 563, Rapefeed per Laft, 44l. to 461. 

Leeds.—Wreat, 273. t0°358. per load. Rye; 208. Beans, 13s. to 
19s. Oats per quarter (3 buthels), 263. to 33s. Barley, 325. to 425, 
yee 36s. to 42s, 

' Cark le, 08. 26.—Graia—New Wheat, 21s. Old ditto, 24s. Rye, 
gs. Barley, 12s. Potato Oats, gs. 6d. Common ditto, 8s. 1d. per 
Carlile buted. Fine Flour, 24. 20. Oat-Meal, as. ad. Barley Meal, 
rs, 6d. Rye Mealy ve. 6d. per ftone—-Burcher Meat—Becf, 6d. 
Mutton, Gd. Veal, 5d, Lamb, sd. per lib.. Hams, gs. Bacon, 88. 
per ffone, Freth Batter, i2d.to id, pér lib. Firkin Butter, 12d. 
Ditto per firkin, 35s. to 458. “Potatoes, 2d. to 3d. per hoop. 

Nettnghaw, OF. .29,— Wheat, 748. Rye, 38% Oats, 24s, 6d. 
Barley, 36s. Beane, .438- 

_ Derby, Od.. 20.—Wheat, 718, Rye, 38. 6d. Oats, 258. Bar 
Tey, 36s. 6d. Beans, 4338. 

Lincoln, 08. 20.—Wheat,. 868. Rye, 388. Oats, 24s. Barley, 
368. 6d. Beans, 435. si 

Warwick, 08. 20.—Wheat, 7.28., Rye, none. Oats, 27:... Barley, 
3782 “Beans, 43°. . 

‘Citefkr,. 08. 20.—Wheat, 6o% Rye, 39s.. Oats, 25% Barley, 
35s. Beans, 42s. 60. 

York; O8..20.—Wheat, 68s. Rye, g6e, Qats,.238, 6d. Barley, 
358. Beans, 42% 0) , " 

5 Gloucefter —Old Wheat, ros. 6d, to 118,53 New ditto, 108.4 ditte 
for feed, 10s. Gd. to Ife. Barley, 6s. Old Beans, 7s. to 7s. 6d. ; New 
ditto, 73. O€s, 4s. to 4s. 6d... White Peas, 9s.; Grey ditto, 7s. 
per enftomary buffiel of 94 gallons... 

Tewhefburye—Wheat, gs. to 10s. Basley, 5s. 4d.. Peas, 73. 3ds 
Oats, 4s. 4d. per buthel. Flour, 66s, per fack. Beans for feed, none ; 
éther beans, 16s. to 18s, 6d..per bag. 

Wercefer.—Wheat, gs. 6d. to ros. Barley, 5s. 4d. to 5s. 7d. 
Beans, .6s. to 7% Peas, 5s. 10d, to 6s. Oats, 39. 8d. to 4s. 6d. per 
buthel.of 93 gallons. 1651 pockets of Hops were weighed on Satur- 
day, of which the current prices were from 3l. 148: to 4]. 4s. per cwt. 
At Stourport, on Thurfday, 540 pockets of Hops were weighed ; prices 
from 3). 158, to 4l. 4s. per cwt. 

’ Hereford.— Wheat, 8%. 6d. Barley, 5s. sd. Oats, 4s. 8d. Beans, 
Gs. 3d. Peas, 6s. 3d. (10 gallons.) 

”“Roft.—Old wheat; 11s. to 11s. 6d.; New ditto, 10s. 6d to 11s 
Batley, ‘6s. 6d. to 6s. od. Old oats, fione ; New ditto, 3s. 6d. to 4s. 
Grey Péas, 6s. 6d. to 78, ; White ditto, 8%. 6d. to gs. Beans, 6s. od. 
to 4s. per’bufhel of 10 gallons. ~o 

Wheat, 638. to 808. Barley, 36s. to 38s. Oats, ‘268. 
ta gos. Beans, 448. to Sos, per quarter. 
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Reading.—Wheat, 50s. to 928. Beans, 37s. to 438. Peas, 473. to 
48s. Oats, 248. to 338. Barley, 348. to 378. per quarter. 

Warminfler—Wheat, 66s. to 82s. Barley, 438. to.453. Oats, 303. 
to 348. Beans, 58s. to 62s. per quarter. 

Chefter.—Wheat, 8s. Baley, none. Qats, 38. 3d. average, per 
Winchefter buthel. 

Chichefitr.—Wheat, 211. to 211. 108. Barley, 42s. Oats, 28s. to 
308. . Peas, 36s. to 38s. Flour, 70s. to 728. per fack. 

Havant.—OQur market {till continues on the advance. Beft Wheats 
are confiderably higher than laft week, and the inferior forts find a’ rea~ 
dy fale at better prices. Barley fells at 43s. Oats, Beans, and Peas, 
have obtained a trifling rife. 

At the Swinftead Fair on Monday, notwithftanding there was a large 
fhow of. fheep, they fold dearer by 5s. a head than at Corby Fair. 

Provincials, —Exceffive rains, day and night, have within a fortnight 
fallen in Cumberland, thereby rendering the roads almoft impaffable ; 
and, at length, the different bridges in the fuburbs of Carlifle were in- 
acceffible, being furrounded with water. On Tuefday morning, the 
nited rivers of Caldew and’Eden, overflowing their boundaries‘ en all 
fides, prefented to the eye one undiftinguifhed theet of water. Some 
acres of potatoes andof newly fown wheat, feveral fheep and young 
cattle, were {wept away. : 

On the Wolds of Yorkthire, plantations continue te be formed daily, 
on a conviGtion that the land is not lefs improved by them, than the 
beauty and appearance of the country. 

The Potato.—This excellent and wholefome root is very rarely cook-’ 
ed in the manner it merits, and whereby it may be ‘made into food at leait 
as nutritious as any {pecies of our diet. ‘The following is'the true Lan- 
cafhire receipt :—‘ Sort out your potatoes as to fize, fcrape off the rind, 
put them into an iron pot, (i caft iron the better), fimmer them until 
they begin to crack, and a fork will pierce them eafily ; after this, pour 
off all the water, put away the lid of the iron pot,.{prinkle over them 
fome falt, and fhake up well; after this, place the pot at the edge of 
the fire, and there let it remain for an hour, or more: in this time, all 
the moifture of the potato will gradually exhale in fteam, and you will 
find them (be the fort or growth what it may) white and fleaky as 
{fnow, and in fuch a ftate of eating, as thofe only can judge who have 
‘tried them. .Take them out with a fpoon or ladle. ’ 


Liverpool Meteorology—From Fanuary to Fune 1804. 
‘anuary. 

Barometer high, fair and fun.—3d, Froft.—sth, Snow.—7th, Hail 
and {now : Cold weather.—ioth, Mifly rain. —1s 8th, Windy, fun, {tilt 
rain. —24th, Cloudy, and rain to the end.—28th, Very windy, and 
the glafs rofe high: For the moft part a mild month. Hygrometer 
moift. A deal of intermitting fun upwards of 22 days: thofe of hail, 
zain and foow, 20 days. 

_ Greateft approxim. of wind to the fouth. 
In. Dec, In. Dec. 
Depth of rain, 3 2 Evaporation of water, o 75 
Kk 3 February, 
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February. 

Sun, little rain, and fnow in the nights. —4th & sth, Windy.—é6th, 
A tharp froft: P. M- aurora borealis.—8th, Foggy.—.ith, Eclipfe 
of the fun, attended with much rain, (previous to the conjunction, in 
London it was ftormy), afterwards fair and froft.—13th, Every thing 
remarkably forward.—22d, Cold winds.—24th, Very windy, followed 
by rain.—2gth, Fair, ardent fun: No clouds in Zenith. . In general, 
a dry, warm month; Intermitting fun, fometimes ardent, for 22 days.— 
Rain, hail aud fnow, more or lefs, 13 days. 

Greateft approxim, of wind to the North. 

In, Deg, In. Dee. 
Depth of rain Evaporation of water 4 1 
March. 

Fair and froft, Wind changeable. Veered round to the S. E.; 
and on the 3d much {now,: Sleet,—6th, Fair, and cold winds,—:cth, 
Fair and fun; Windy.—13th, Rain, cold winds, and foggy.—23d, 
Fair and fun, windy.—z28th, Sun, and little rain to the end. The 
air for the molt part dry, though a cold and windy month. Intermit- 
ting {yn more or lefs 17 days; thofe of rain, hail or fnow, 20 days, 

The greateft approxim. of wind to the fquth, 

In. Dec. In. Dec. 
Depth of rain’ 2 § Evaporation of water 1 § 
ie April, 

Windy 34.—Frofty, with fleet and {now, to 6th.—8th, Cloudy, 
with rain and wind.—i8th, Fair and fun; little hail—z3d, Change. 
able.—z6th, Fair and ardent fun.———For the moft part a dry month, 
except about the r6th, rather cold, with hail and fhow. 

“Tntermitting fun upwards of 21 days. Hail; rain and fhow, r§° days, 

Greateft approxim. of wind to fouth. 

: ; In. Dee, ’ Tn. Dee:, 
Fall of rain,” 1 0°75 Evaporation of water,’ 1) 750" © 
oa May. 
. Fair ardent fun 4th, at night a heavy thunder ftorm here and within 
the verge of Liverpool many miles. It came with the direGtion of the 
wind S. by E. as it was tremendous at Bath in the afternoon.—7th, 
Fair ardent fun ; little rain.—2 1st, Electric thowers ; much rain.—24th, 
Three P.M. wind S. W, by S. a thunder ftorm broke with heavy 
rain. At nine P.M. wind at N. W, with the comparative ‘velocit 
of 33 or 28 ounces ona fquare foot.* Great thunder ftorms i 
neighbourhood before, which might be expeéted from the denfe clouds 
that have paffed fince the 18th inftant.—z5th, Cold and windy, and 
changeable to the end. oy, 

Intermitting fun 19 days Hail, rain, and fhow, 10 days. 

Greateft approxim. of wind to the South. 

The winds, or rather f{quails; on the 16th, 24th, to the zgth, have 
been detrimental to agricultural concerns. 

in. Dec. In. Dec. * 
Fall of rain, 3 0 Evaporation of water, 





4804. Agricultural Intelligence—England. 505. 


Fune. 

Sun and rain.—7th, Very windy.—1ith, Fair, ardent fun.—14th, 
Rain,—18th, Ardent fun.—z24th, Thander ftorm here, but more par- 
ticularly at Runcorn in Chefhire.—2sth, Fair and ardent fun to the 
end, For the moft part a dry and warm month. The days of ardent 
fun neatly 22: thofe of rain 11. 

Greateft approxim. of wind to N. 

In. Dec, In. Dec. 
Fall of rain I 22 Evaporation of water 3 § 
Jan. & June inclus. 
as meafured by G. J. § *” 6 :.# 


SEES 
POSTSCRIPT TO SCOTTISH INTELLIGENCE. 
Mid-Laothian Quarterly Report. 


Wiru the exception of about three weeks of almoft daily rain. pre- 
vious to the 17th of Auguft, which threatened deftruction to the grow- 
ing corn, the laft quarter has been diftinguifhed by moft favourable 
weather for the various field operations. The fucceeding dry and hot 
weather haftened the harveft, and rapidly brought the grain to com- 
plete maturity, even in the higheft fituations of the county, where in 
general it has been fecured in the moft healthy ftate. 

It is true, that fome fields of wheat are much affe&ted with fmut, 

and others, where too rank, will produce grain of rather an inferior 
quality ;, but, upon the whole, the various crops may be rated at fully 
an average, and oats confiderably above it, . Potatoes alfo are abund- 
ant, and excellent in quality. The averages of the caterpillars upon 
the turnip crop were as fuddenly terminated as their attack, was vnex- 
pected ; and far lefs injury has been fuftained than was dreaded or 
committed laft year by thet pigmy forerunners. The crop, in. confe- 
quence, may be deemed good. 
«., Wheat fowing is nearly brought to a clofe, and hitherto has been 
finifhed in excellent ¢rim; in fhort, few feafons have afforded the far- 
mers fuch ample profpeéts, [t is to be dreaded, however, that thele 
tranfient circumftances may elate fome fo far as to forget the paf, and 
to judge of the future by the prefent in the renting of land, which may 
prove injurious to themfelves as well as the community; feveral in- 
flances of which have already occurred to warrant the remark. 

From the want of a market for barley for the two, laft feafons, per- 
haps there is not more than one half of the ufual quanticy raifed within 
the county. So fhort-fighted are mankind, even foreftallers, that fome 
of thofe in want of the article, have made purchafes of the prefent crop 
at 32s. the Linlithgow boll. 

lack cattle continue to fell ata price that yields a fair profit both 
to the breeder and feeder ; but the market is glutted with inferior fheep, 
which felliat prices that give profit to nobody, it.is faid, except the bute 
cherse——November 5. 


Kk 4 Notices 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
——— 


A copy of * Ohfervations en the Formation and Management of Ufeful 
and°Ornamental Planting, on the Theory and Praélice of Landfcape Gar- 
dening, and on the New Mode of Embanking from the Sea, by |. Lov- 
pon Landfcape Gardener, Planner, tc. No. 4, Chifeell-Street, Bedford- 
Row, -Lindon, and No. 7. Leith Terrace, Edinburgh,’ as been receiv. 
ed. This ingenious and amufing performance fhall be reviewed as early 
as poflible. 


We are forry that feveral reviews of agricultural -pablications have: 
lain fo long with us, If an apology is neceffary, the beft will be ga- 
thered from the fa&, viz. that fuch a quantity of what.may be called 
temporary materials has conftantly been fent us, as rendered it out ot 
our power to overtake thofe of a more permanent defcription. In 
our next we fhall try to pay off fome of our outftanding arrears, par- 
ticularly thofe due to the reviewers of Cumberland and Weftmoreland 
furveys. 


We are honoured with Lorn Somervitte’s communication on the 
working of Oxen, which fhall be fubmitted to the confideration of aur 
readers. In the mean time, we are free to fay, that the particulars 


now ftated by his Lordfhip are more fatisfactory than any thing bither- 


to fent us.on that important fubjedt. 


Mr Heapricr’s valuable eflay om the Analyfis of Limeflone is an accept- 
able communication. This gentleman will always be a welcome gueft 
at our board, feeing that in him fcience is conjoined with obfervation 
acd experience. For thie, and former favours, he will pleafe accept of 
our fincere thanks, 


The * Leading Queries on Agriculture, &c.’ {ent us fome time ago, 
will appear without fail. We delayed this paper on purpofe, till the 
next volume, trufting it will create fome difcuffion among our corre- 
fpondents. Another paper from the fame fource is under confidera- 
tion. 


Mr Hav’s ¢ Thoughts om the Azricultural State of the Country, and 
on the New Corn Bill, thall allo appear io our next Number. We are 
Cefirous of entertaining much refpect for the fentiments of this gentle- 
man on practical matters, though appreheofive that feveral of his ab- 
fervations at this time will not be~generally acceptable, Flowever, he 
fhall have a fair hearing. 


Mr 'F. B.'s effay on the Eaft Lothian Mode of Cropping is very fatisfac- 
tory tous. We mutt doubt, however, whether pafture grafs will ever 
make a confiderable figure in that diftri€t, at leatt fo long as its increafe 
is*oppofed by local circumftances. Abftraétedly fpeaking, we are not 
ditpufed to place much faith in the intrinfic merits of any rotation, be- 
ing Stisfied that every thing depends upon the way and manner in which 
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the feveral operations are executed. The other favour of this corre- 
fpondent, on the Enclofing of Land, thall not be neglected. 
The gentleman whofent us part of an eflay * on the Neceffity and Adl- 
vantage of Farmers underflanding the proper Cultivation of a Kitchen 
Garden,’ is re{pectfully requefted to tranfmit the remainder, te which 


every attention will be paid. When it is received, we will be enabled 
to correfpond with him on the fubje€t mentioned in his private letter. 


An anfwer to the query, * Qa thé ‘Method of Making “Capons,’ has 
come ta hand: We thalbdo ourfelves the pleaftire of writing the gen- 
tleman who obliginghy favoured us with the anfwer, concerning the other 
matters which be mentions. 


The Fifefbire Ploughman proves to be a clever fellaw. , With a little 
drefling, he will make a refpectable figure. 


A great vaniety of. other papers ere come to hand, to which particu 
lar attention will alfo be paid, 


No. XXI. will be Publifbed on Monday, 20th February 1805. 
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ERRATA IN THIS NUMBER. 


Page 403, 3d line from top, -dele one of the afterisks after the letter ja 
P. 433, firft line at top, for dear, read deer, 
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Aberdeen quarterly reports, 2355. 379s 478+ 
Agriculture, account of the practice of it in the Netherlands, 311. 
AAR publications, review of, 208 “ Seq 353.,.et feq- 
Agricultural intelligence, 93 et feq. 226 et feg. 368 et feg. 475 et Jeg. 
fie concerning farming in Eaft Lothian, 387. we 7 
Annandale, \etter from a farmer in, 99. 
Annandale (Upper), letter of intelligence from a gentleman there, 483. 
Ayrfeire, hufbandry of, explained, 73. . Improvements thereupon: re- 

commended, 79. 


letter of intelligence from, 481. __ 
Auchencreath, farm of, mode of ome practifed there, 274. 


Bamborough/bire breed of fheep ; comparative remarks betwixt them 
and the Leicefters, 455. 

Bamfffbire quarterly reports, 101, 231, 482+... 

Barley, Englith and Scots, difference betwixt the value of, 5 ; 

——— confidered to be the beft crop with which are foots can be 
fown, 282. 

Bedford, (Duke of) ¢ clegy to his memory, 444... 

Berwick/hire drill turnip hufbandry, account of, by Mr Low at Wood- 
end, 466. 

———-—-— quarterly reports, 236, 381, 487. 

Black Spald, a  aiforder incidental to calves, mode of curing it, 297. 
Confidered to be the quarter-ill of other diftrifts, ib. 

Befwell, George, Efq., letter of intelligence from, 114 

Broom, thoughts on the beft way of extirpating it, 285. 

Buchan Crofter, queries by, 203. 


Caithnefs, ftatement of various meafures carried on there in the year 
1803, calculated for the ifprovement of, 1. 

Call, Sir John, Bart. his theory concerning {mut in wheat, 34. 

Calves, method of curing them of the black {pald, 297. 

Cambridgefbire, fen hufbandry of, explained, 36. The explanation faid 
to be incorre&t, 289. 

Capons, information requefted concerning, 190. 

Cardiff common, improvements made on, 117, 

Cavan ftatiftical furvey, review of, 219. 

Cockburn, John, Efg., tketch of the various improvements introduced 
by him, with his portrait, 129. 


original letter from him to Alexander Wight, 
one of his tenants, 439. 
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Commons in Caithnefs, improvement of, 4. 

Colefeed, value of in Cambridgehhire, 37 ; faid to be exaggerated, 289. 

Corn, drilling of it making rapid progrefs i in Berwickhhire, 16. 

Corn Laws, obfervations on the principles which ought to dire& their 
formation, 332. 

Cora Trade, report of the committee appointed by the Houfe of Com- 
mons to confider the prefent ftate of it, 334. 

Corn Bill, (new) account of, 374. 

Corre/pondents, notices to, 128, 250, 336, 506. 

Crefinus, farmer, account of his enchantments, 327. 

Crops, a jalan rotation of them orn 279- 


Dempfer, Gouge. Efq., letter of saline from, 493- 
Dirleton, eftate of, formerly paid a very heavy rent in kind, gor. 
Difillation, experiments made in, to afcertain the comparative value of 
Englifh and Scots barley, 68. 
Dorfetfire, letters of intelligence from, 382, 495. 
Drainage, theep pafture much improved thereby, 432- Much judge- 
ment required to do it advantageoatly, ib. 
Draining, geveral obfervations on its utility, 273, An effeCtual mode 
* of executing it pointed out, 274. 
Drilling of corn, the practice upon the increafe in | Berwick hire, 16. 
Dublin, letter from a gentleman in, 125. 
Ducket's fkim-plough, temarks thereupon, 473. 
Dumbartonfbire, \etter of intelligence from a farmer there, 101. 
Dumfries quarterly reports, 105, 375, 436. 
Dung, farm-yard, thoughts on the management.of, 38. 
, thoughts on the application of, 161. Ought not to be laid om 
. too thick, 162, Should be fpread with accuracy, 163. Ufed with 
moft advantage upon clay foils, when under fummer fallow, 167, 
E ’ 


Elegy on the late Duke of Bedford, 444. 
Efex quarterly report, 120," 





Falkirk, letters of intelligence from, 102, 229, 377, 479+ 

Farming fociety, Ormifton, lift of the members of; 142. 

Farm mana: t betwixt the river Tyne in Northumberland and the 
frith of » obfervations upon, 261. 

Farming fchools, propofal for eftablifhin 

Farmers, comparative view of their geen A fituation with what it was 
fifty years ago, 387. ; 

Feeding byre, defcription of one, with a \ figure, 300. 

Fen hufbandry, attempts to introduce it into Caithnefs in 1803, 3: 
Cambridgefhire fyftem explained, 36. 

Fiars of grain, lifts of, fixed in different counties, 241. 

Fife quarterly reports, 111, 484. 

oe (the Rev. Charles), his account of Peebles hufbandry vindi- 
sated, 85, 
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Gardiner, Di, réview of his Eftays, 353. 

Galloway, letters of ine from, 228, 478. 

Gates, caft iron work for hanging and faftening of them recom. 
mended, 83, 

Glefgow, letters of intelligenee from; 110, 238,' 386, 484. 

» letter from a gentleman ‘there, ‘defcribing the injury done to 

his garden by w ors, 374. 

Grain, annual fiars of, im Eaft Lothian, ‘mede of es defertied 
and animadverted upon, 19°7- , 

——, fiars of, in different counties for crop 1804, ag. 

-— referved for feed keeps beft when dried with fteam, 415. 

——, thoughts on the quatitity required to feed a Scotch acre of land, 
_ 425. Thin fowing in eon. snhcinianedels 426. Obfervations op 
~ the ctops' of *1Bo4, 4 

Grafs feeds moft fuccefelal when dee among barley, 282. 
Gray, Mr, of Bamborongh, fome account of his theep, 455. 
Grey, Mr, henourable: mention pe of his improvements; 58. 
Haddington {Earl of), comparative: ‘view ot the ftate of farming now 
and formerly, infcribed to him, 387.' 
market,-account of wheat fold there from 2d eyenits 
1803 to 26th OGober 1804, 491. 
Headrick, Mr, \etter from him ‘to’ Mr Low “ Ansfeld concerning we 
analyzation of his limeftone,’ 451. 
Highland Society, remarks -on their areeenpte to encourage potato huts 
bandry in the Highlands and Iftes, a dd 
Fiints to Agriculturifta, review of, a12.)/- | 
Hunter, R Roos, Efg. review of his Letter to the County of Hadding- 
ton, 361. 
Hufbandry, corn and grafs one applauded, 264. 


Improvements, ftatement of thofe introduced énto Cuiehnete' in ates; I. 
(fketch of) introduced hy John Cockburn, Efq. of Or- 
mifton, 129. 
——, thoughts on- ni obitacles to, 1 ite 
Enclofing of corn land confidered to be tnneteffary, 464. 
Laverne/sfbire quarterly reports, 107, $82, 489. 
Inverne/s, letters of intelligenee from,’ 236; 
Lntelligence, agricultural, leading — of, 9%, 136; 468, 475- 


Kelfo, letters. from a farmer near, ln 233, 488 
Kincar din:fbire quarterly report, 379. °° 
L« 


Labour, hints refpe€ting the price tite the Highlands of Scotland, 45- 
thoughts concerning regulating*the value of, "by 'Sir George S: 
Mackenzie, Bart. 205. -Anfweredy 251. 5 » - 
-——— the impropriety of attempting to regulate its’ valug Betas, 
ed, 251. 
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Labour, reply by Sir Geenp S. Mackenzie to Pol-Giconomicus’s lettex 

- on this fubjeG, 435, Note thereon by Conductor, 438. 

Lanart, Upper Ward,. quarterly reports of, 234. 381- ' 

Land, fome injudicious methods of fetting it reprobated, 159. Cone 
ductor’s remarks thereupon, 160. 

—— none but fuch as is of the belt quality capable of ftanding a four 
courte flift for a length of time, 265. 

query refpecting the advantage of enclofing it in certain fituatians, 

292. Thoughts on the quantity proper for feeding a Scotch acre of, 





baat Earl of, obfervations-on his. Inquiry into the Nature and 
Origin of Public Wealth, 365. 

Leafes, obfervations on ~ fhortuefs and total want of them in fome 
parts of Scotland, go 

Leicefer, or improved honk of theep, comparative remarks ‘on difference 
betwixt them and the Bamboroug!wWhire breed, 455. 

Eetters from John. Cockburn Efg.. to Alexander Wight, one of, his 
tenants, 135. 439+ 

to a Noble Lord, review of, 208. 

Lime, method of afcertaining the. quality of, 27- 

——~ thoughts on the beft mode of analyzing it, by mF Sreae 5- 
_ Mackenzie, 265s Unlels analyzed by a “fatiul chamife. its real_va- 
lue cannot be afcertained, 266. 

letter from Mr Low ef Annfield concerning the analyzation of 

451. Some of Sir G. S. Mackenzie’s obfervations confidered to be 
frivolous, 452. . ‘" 

Limeflone, ebichvations on : iombinng: the quality of, 272. Magnefian, 
limeftone eafily diltinguithed from that which 2 purely calcarcaus, 








Licohpbire quarterly report,. 1 7 
London, letters of intelligence from, 125..249+ 384. 499. 
Lothian, Mid, quarterly reports, 108. 239, 378, 505. 
Eaft, quarterly reports, 111,240. 384. 490. 

~ mode of ftriking the fiars of grain therein examined, 197- 

farmers there pofleffed of greater capital and {kill than in 
other counties, 39a. 
am Mr, ( Woodend) hie socount.of the, Berwick turnip hu(bandry, 
406. 
Lyan, letter of intelligence from, 499- 
M 
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Mackenzie, Sir George, Bart. letter frem, concerning the value of la- 
labour in the Highlands, 45, 

» thonghts by,,on regulating the pri 
of labour, 205. On the Salon of lame, 265. On the ie 
oe wheat, 267. On the analyzation of marl, 26g... 

Malt, geueral. view of the taxes on, by Dr Skene Keith, Ag. 
Malt-tax, excerpts from the report:of the committee, sppoisted.to in- 


spfignte, that fubjed, 342 , "Dy cSbenardiash'mardacee, before the 
committee, 346.. 
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Malt, pale, bet produced by being dried with fleam, 414. ©" 

Manure, thoughts concerning the management of, “48. Cutting’ grain 
crops low recommended as-a good mode of increafing’ it, 39. 

Market:, Glafgow, ftate of, 110, 239, 380, 484. © 

-————, London, {late of, 125, 249, 385, 500. 

——, Lynn, ftate'of; 490. 

Marl, experiments in the analyzation of, by Sir George S. Mackenzie, 


269. 
Mohd in Scotland, ‘thoughts on their general condutt, +433. 
Meteorology, Liverpool, 127. 503. 
Moorhoufe, Mr, the ‘firft Englifhman who purchafed cattle in the He 
brides, 393. 


al quarterly reports, 379. 482. 
Munchaufen (Baron) upon the redundancies of nature, 184. 
N 


Nature, reafonings and experiments upon the redundancies to be found 
in, 185. 
Netherlan te, on the agriculture of, 311. 
Norfolk quarterly reports, 122, 246, 385. 
tement of expence attending the culture of corn there’ in 
1790 and 1804, prefented to the Houfe of Commons, 338. Obfer- 
vations thereon, 341. Mode of pickling-wheat there elucidated, 


442. 
Northumberland quarterly reports, - 247, 383. 
Oak, advantages of a it for undergrowth, 323. 


Oats, on the utility of g them with a machine for horfe feed, 
425. Vegetate after paffing through horfes when ufed whole, id, 
Ormien (eftate of), account of improvements introduced by» John 
Cockburn Efy. 131. A 

Offers and willows, obfervations'on planting, 182. 

Oxen, their comparative utility with horfes for draught difcufled, 179. 
Preference given to them, 181. ° Further obfervations on the fame 
fubje&, 296. . 


P } . 
Paring and burning, trials-made thereof in Caithnefs, 3. : 
Parker, Mr, letter from; concerning the ufe of caft-iron work, in hang- 
ing and faftening gates, 83. 
Parfley, on its ufe as food for horfes and cattle, 454. ~Confidered to 
be a ftrong antifeptic, i. 
Peas, advantage of drilling them, 18. 
Peebles farvey, account of, by the monthly reviewer, reviewed, 85. 
Perth, letter from a géntleman near, 108, 375; 493. 
Pickling of wheat, as a preventative againft fmut, thought anneceffary, 
35. Contradiéted by the CondeGtor, 46) °° | 1m. JOC 
Pitt (Mr William) letter from, concerning the Staffordhire plough, 29. 
Pol- jews, confiderations by him on the impropriety of attempting 
~ to regulate ‘the value of labour,-25¢. Reply by Sir 8. Mac- 
kenzie, 435. ee 


‘ 
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Plantations, obfervations on the beft mode of making them, 323. 
Poor-laws in Scotland, their advantages explained, 20. , 
—————— remarks upon them, 457. Stenting or affefling for the fup- 
port of the poor thought neceflary, ib. Parochial friendly focieties 
recommended, 460. 
—-— (England), curfory remarks thereon, 461. 
Potatoes, obfervations dn the beft and moft ecenomical method of boil- 
ing them, 191, 503. 
Potato hufbandry, advantages of, 192. Conductors remark thereupon, 
196. 
Potatoes, {cooping the feed fuccefsfully praGtifed, 287. 
introduced into Britain by Sir John Hawkins, 395. Not 
more than twenty years fince they were commonly cultivated in the 
fields, i+. Obfervations on their cultivation io the Highlands, 413- 
Potato, an excellent plant for bringing friable mofs or muir into cultiva- 
tion, 417. 
Property-tax bill, its confufion and inaccuracy pointed out, 96. 
(Commiffioners of), an attempt made to remove them in 
Eatt Lothian, 241. Review of Mr Hunter’s letter on that fubjec, 
361. 


Q 
Queries by a Buchan Crofter, 203. On the advantage of enclofing 


land, 292. Anfwered by Lieutenant Colonel Vavafour, 464. 


R 

Review of agricultural publications.. Of /etters to a Noble Lord on the 
manufactures, agriculture, and apparent profperity of Scotland, 208. 
Of ints to agriculturifts, 212. .Of the ‘hatifical furvey of the county 
of Cavan, 219. Of Dr Gardiner’s efays, 353. Of Mr Hanter’s 
letter to the county of Haddington, 361. 

Report of the committee appointed to confider the corn-trade, 334. 

Ridges, confiderations on ttraighting them, 447. > Difficult to execute 
upon wet foils, ‘but eafily.accomplifhed on dry ones, 448. 

Roads and harbours in Caithnefs, the neceflity of making new ones 
pointed out, 7. 

Road aéts, thoughts concerning them, 283. 

Rofsfoire quarterly r2ports, 1043 232, 480. 

Rotation of crops,.an important part of hufbandry, 279. Some judi- 
cious rotations defcribed, 280. 

Ruta-baga, culture-of, inereafing in! Tweeddale, 15. Complaints as to 
the uncertainty of its growth, 17. 

— obfervations on the culture..of, 200. .Tranfplanting from 
the feed-bed recommended, 202. . Inferior to yams as a fuccedaneum 
for turnip, 204. 

ree obfervations:on the culture and ufe of, 421... Tran{plantiag” 

this root not thought advantageons,..422.., The :beit article-es {pring 

food for -ftock-. of all. kinds, 423... Horfes very fond of it, i, 

Iya ftone, raifed-on three acres; i424. 05> ‘i 

Reagutu gee account \of its difcovery and propagation ia Clydef 
ey 305. 
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eee error’? ; . . Ss tf of So 
Scotland, the ftate of,, abjec& and miferable at the beginning of the 18th 
~ ctatury, r29. IN9IG e , “ 
++ on the prefent fate of the poor there, 457-- 
Schools for teaching pratical agriculture, advantages ef, 340. 
Scrabfter, plan for. eftablithing a rdyal colony aty 11. 
Sclkirbfbire, tate lof hufbandry in, 97. 
Selkirk quarterly reporte, 233, 478. 
Services, perfonal and predial, impolicy of impofing them upon the té 
nantry of Scotland, 147. Remarks by Conductor thereupon, no. 
Sh.ep-farming in Caithnéfs, improvements made in, 5. 
Sdeep, on the management of, at Cauterets in France, 170. Account 
of the theep pox, 195. 
ive trial of different breeds, 307. Preference given to 
- the black-faced breed, 310. 
obfervations upon foils proper for rearing them, 429, 
Skene Keith, Dr, general view of the taxes on malt, by; 49. His evix 
dence before the Houfe of Commons, 346. 
Skim-plough mvented by Mr Ducket, remarks thereupon, 474, 
Smut of wheat, thoughts concerning the caufe of, 34. 
—— Sir George S. Mackenzie’s thoughts concerning the caufe of it 
upon wheat; 268. May be difcovered as foon as the tar forms, id. - 
Soils, aecount of thofe in the Cambridgehhire fens, 2y0, 
Staffordfbire plough, account of, with a figure, 29. Remarks thereup- 
ou by Mi Alexander Trotter, 32.. 
Steam, ufe of it im drying malt, grain, and potatoes, 41 3. 
———- kilns, hints concerning, 417. 
Steelyards for aleertaining the power neceflary to work a plough, where 
to be found, 473. ' 
Stipends, augmentation of in vidtual objected to, where the teinds were 
valued in money, 47. 
Swedifh turnip, remarks on the advantages of cultivating it, 421. 
T 


Thrafbing machines, improvements upon, pointed out, 19. 

Anfwer to Arator’s letters on: that fubje&t, go2. Conductor’s note 
thereupon, 304. Reply from Arator, 418. 

Trees, information requefted concerning the moft expeditious way of 
taking up the roots of, 207. An anfwer given, 327. 

Trottcr, Mr Alexander, Remarks by, onthe Staffordthire plough, 32. 

Turnip, Swedith, much cultivated in the parith of Newlands, 15, Ad- 
vantages of cultivating it, 421. 

Turnip, common, ftoring of them a practice prevalent in Tweeddale, 
15. Advantages of the practice defcribed, 293. 

Turnips, cultivation of them ‘has added much to the value of certain 
foils, 396. Always fowo in drills in Scotland, ib. 

Turnip butbandry, Mr Low’s account of the Berwickthire fyitem, 466. 

Turnpike roads, obfervations on their management, 253. Ought to be 
fupported ont of the funds levied at the toll-hars erected thereupon, 
ib. Diftinguithed from the by or crofs-roads, 284. 

; “Tweedale, 
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Tweeddale, retrof{pective notices of agriculture in, 13. 
Tweeddale quarterly reports, 100. 237. 488. 
V 


Vavafour (Lieutenant-Colonel) his obfervations on enclofing corn 
land, 464. 

w 

Wales, letters from a farmer in, 117. 243. 383. 496. 

Walls and Sandnefs in Zetland, extra& from the ftatiftical account of, 
96. 

Wafte \and, improvement made thereupon in Caithnefs during the year 
1803, 2. 

— thoughts on the improvement of, 450. Proprietors ought 
to affift in making fuch improvements, ib. 

Wheat, thoughts concerning the caufe of {mut upon, 34. 

——-, Sir George S. Mackenzie’s thoughts on the caufe of fnvut up- 
on, 267. Confidered to be fimilar to the cancer in the human body, 
268. é 

——-, utility of fteeping it before fowing, 286. Sea-water recom- 
mended for this purpofe, 287. 

—, advantage of ufing hot lime in pickling it for feed, 442. 
when properly fteeped and limed, is fecured from fmut, 443. 

Wheats, account of the quantity fold in Haddington market, from 2d 
December 1803 to Oétober 26th 1804, 4y9t- 

Wight (Robert) in Maurrays, the firft farmer in Scotland who enclofed 
by ditch and hedge at his own expence, 133. 

——- (Alexander) letters to him from John Cockburn Efq. 135. 439. 

Willows and oziers, obfervations on the planting of, 182. 

Whins, a new method of extirpating them pointed out, 285. 

Woods, advantage of making them for undergrowth, 323. 

¥ 








Yams preferred to ruta baga as a fuccedaneum for turnips, 204. 
York/bire quarterly reports, 121. 242. 384. 497- 
(Ealt Riding) letter of intelligence from, 245. 
—-—- farmer, letter of intelligence from, 248. 
———- retrofpeGiive view of rural affairs in that county for 1804, 
498. 


Zetlanders, remarks upon their diftreffes, 95. The rural and political 
ceconomy of the diftri& hoftile to improvement, 96. Extraét from 


the ftatiftical account of Walls and Sandnefs in confirmation thereof, 
ib. 
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PLAN OF THE WORK. 


Tue Work will be published Quarterly in Numbers: 
Each Number will consist of Eight Sheets of Letter-press, 
with occasional Copperplates, so that the Four Numbers of 
each Year will form one large Volume Octavo. The price of 
each Number will be Two Shillings and Sixpence: And to 
* those who may find'it most convenient to receive the Volume 
annually, Ten Shillings and Sixpence in Boards. 

Each Number is to consist of Three Parts. The frst 
will be appropriated to Original Communications ; the second 
to the Analysis of Books; and the third to Medical News. 

In the First Part, from the correspondence established 
by the Editors, and the able assistance of many friends, they 
hope to present the Public with much valuable information, 
as their plan embraces not only a Select History of Inftruc- 
tive Cases, but also Original Essays.on every interesting sub- 
ject connected with Medicine and Medical Philofophy. 
For, although it is mot intended to encroach on the de- 
partments of the Chemist, the Naturalist, or the Mecha- 
nical Philosopher, or to exhibit the improvements which the 
Arts are daily receiving from the Sciences, yet these will not 


be overlooked in their application to the phenomena of life, 


‘to the prevention and cere of disease, or to the imprevement 
of Surgery and of Pharmacy. 


The Second Part will contain a eomprehensive Analysis 
of the most recent and interesting Medical Publications, 
both foreign atid domestic. ‘In their selection, the Editors 
will be chiefly regulated by the merits and importance of 
the Work; for it is their wish rather to bring into notice 
real improvements, and to encourage diffident abilities, than 
to discover imperfections, and to expose errors. These, 
however, when fanctioned by high authority, and advanced 

with 
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with imposing confidence, it is the duty of the Editors ta 
supply or correct; and, by thus combining careful analysis 
with independent criticism, they hope to be able to render 
this department of their undertaking, frequently interesting 
and original, always useful and instructive. 

The Third Part is to be devoted to Medical News, Short 
Notices, and Miscellaneous Intelligence, on subjects con- 
nected with Medicine or Surgery. 

Since this Prospectus was first published, a circumstance 


has occurred, of the greatest importance to the success of 


this Journal. A Work, whose objects were in many re- 


spects similar, had been projected by a Society of Gentle- 
men, connected with some of the Public Medical Instity- 
tions of London, and eminently qualified to execute what 
they had planned. In consequence of the arrangements 
previously made in Edinburgh, it has been relinquished, 
and a combination has superseded a competition for Public 
Patronage. The original title has been retained, merely to 
distinguish this Journal, printed in Edinburgh, from other 
Works of the same description. By thus connecting these 
two distinguished Medical Schools, it seems reasonable to 
expect, that sufficient materials may be collected, to render 
each Number not only an agreeable relaxation from the 
cares and fatigues of actual practice, but also the vehicle of 
much useful information; while, at the same time, an op- 
portunity will be afforded to all who are actuated by a zeal 
for the diffusion of knowledge, to record cases of difficulty 
and danger, and to submit doubtful opinions to the strict 
test of enlarged experience and mature examination. 


Communications may be addressed to the Eprrors or 
THE EninBURGH Mep1caL AnD SuRGICAL JOURNAL, 
tothe care of Messrs Arcu. Consrasie & Co. Edin- 
burgh, Loncman & Co. London, or Gituertr & 
Honces, Dublin. 

Edinburgh, November 7 
1804. 





BOOKS lately publifoed by Ancu. Constante & Co. Edita 
burgh, and LoncMan Hurst Rees & Orme, London. _ 


1. AN INQUIRY into the NATURE and ORIGIN of 
PUBLIC WEALTH, and into the Means and Caufes of its 
Increafe. By the Earl of Lavperpare. In 1 vol. 8vo. 
Price 8s. 6d. in boards. 5 


2. AN INQUIRY into the COLONIAL POLICY of the 

EUROPEAN POWERS. By Hewnay Brovcuam, jun. 
Efq. F. R. S. In 2 large’vol. 8vo. Price 18s. in boards. 
, 3- SYSTEM of MINERALOGY ; comprehending Oryc- 
tognofie, Geognofie, Mineralogical Chemiftry, Mineralogical 
Geography, and CEconomical Mineralogy. By Rosert Jame- 
son, Regius Profeffor of Natural Hiftory, and Keeper of the 
Mufeum in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, Fellow of the Royal 
and Antiquarian Societies of Edinburgh, of the Linnzan Society 
of London, Honorary Member of the Royal Irith Academy, of 
the Mineralogical and Phyfical Societies of Jena, &c. Volume 
the Firft, handfomely printed in 8vo, illuftrated by Eleven En- 
gravings. Price 14s. boards. 


4 ELEMENTS of MATERIA MEDICA and PHAR- 
MACY. By Joun Murray, Lecturer on Chemiftry, Materia 
Medica, and Pharmacy. In 2 vol. 8vo. Price 14s. in boards. 


5. ESSAYS, LITERARY, POLITICAL, and CECO- 
NOMICAL. By Joun Garpiner, M. D. Fellow of the Royal 
College of Phyficians, and of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, 
&c. In 2 vol. 8vo. Price 16s. in boards. 

Thefe volumes contain—Conjeétures on the Origin of Language ; on the 
different Races of Men; on the Formation of the Minds of Children previous 
to a Literary Education; on the principal Caufes that promote or retard 
Population, being the Circumftances from which the precife degree of Power 
in every State may be eftimated ; Hiftorical Remarks and Obfervations on 
Government, and on the Caufes which have at all times obftruéted its ad- 
vancement toa Free Conftitution ; Obfervations on the Principal Caufes which 
promote or retard the advancement of Literature, Commerce, and the Arts. 

6. An ESSAY on NAVAL TACTICS, Syftematical and 
Hiftorical, with explanatory Plates. In Four Parts. By Joun 
Crerx Efg. of Eldin, Fellow of the Society of Scotifh Anti- 
quaries, and of the Royal Society of Edinburgh. In 1 vol. gto, 
handfomely printed, and illuftrated by 52 copperplates. Price 
11. 16s. boards. 

*.* Tothe Syftem of Manceuvres laid down and explained in this Work, 
the Britifh nation are indebted for thofe fplendid and decifive Naval Victories 
which their fleets have gained fince the latter end of the American war. 
Lord Rodney firft adopted and followed the mode of attack recommended by 
Mr Clerk ; and the fuccefs which attended this new mode has fince recom- 
mended it to our moft celebrated and fuccefsful Admirals—The principles 
en which it is founded are plain, fimple, and incontrovertible. 


7. The FARMER’S MAGAZINE, a Periodical Work, 
exclufively devoted to Agriculture and Rural Affairs, 1800, 
1801, 1802, 1803, 1804. 4 vol. boards. al. 3s. 6d. 

D. Willison, printer } 











